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Thomis Jones ‘sylor 


The ‘anuseript wis written in iinteville ron 
: » 1880 to 186 


Re SURRY 


Thie volwaio h.s baen contod fren tie memuiceeins 


——_ hy the Huntsville Fublie Libyruwy wlth tho cuntse 


tunce of the &. P. A. onnloyoos in the Liorary. 
= 1940 
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This 'istory hig boon copied by . PP. 4. workers 
in the Huntsville public Library from tho origin.l 
lenghind minuseript. Conatdomblo difficulty wos 
exnertoncod in trinseribing meny of the words and 
Rentcttes in the minuscript. Tho typists woro 
noither exporienced manuscript reiders, nor cxport 
typists, but overy offort erneon meres to einse 
Aacouracy in the cony, nlthouch it is not perfect 

in typin: details, 

Tho oririnal minuneript is tho property of DPouclass 


Taylor of Huntsville. 


July 1, 1940 
Hoyt 2, Calvin, Pectonal Libririan 


Huntsville Public Library. 
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‘and fat-resting ono showing ug it does that suoh ontoerprises and the means of uc- 


“eg 


e- 


as Ohad Ee tacts g 


The first whito porson who claimod thea torritory inoludin, 1. dison County by rure- 
chivac wore the mambors of the Tonnonsoo and Comrany -dost rine thoir Olsin fru. a 
cession of tho GCoor-ia Laglalature of 1705@6 Ganoral Cplothorpesa churter frx: the 
British Govornmmont included all sci soi)pi en: Alabuma excopt portions south of the 
Slat. “arallel of latitudo wiich wax ol:dimed by opin. Tho Unitod . t-tos bisodg 
ita claim to this Territory on tho following ernie ist. that when \corgian vot 
rondsred all richt to jusisdiction of tho Torritory bayond the limit of Ceore'a 
Colony property boing the prosont stato of Goorgia and the sorritory of tla. and 
‘isalasinni reverted to the cromn nnd xis coded to tho United .t:tco in tho tro:ty 
of 1785, but Corrgia olnime that the war left the “tates seperate anc roverci: 4 
and en th; result of the war Goorgia woo left in possoesion ofatie 2Orsitory. T. 

P) 
the ‘‘isoissippi river.ao Virginia rotatnad title in tho ¢roat northvestorn Terr itory. 
These fuestion involved rights of tho ‘itates nna tho oxtont of ‘tt: Sovoroid . 
but vere aniesyly nettlod by See and copront na. The Unitod “te.tod vitlo 
Ciaising furindietion and control of the Indian Torritory in tho linita of the tent y 


vf 1763 yor Aacknowledgod the right’ ‘of’ the Indlann asoriginzs occuyants of thci- 


territory and this titlo the Rovernnont oxtin-uishod by purchase and convuost. cut 


\ 
‘ 


before te Indians titlos wore extinguishod and while Coorm:ia eluined tis tersitosy 


certain corporitions vero forzod in tho state of Coorgia that induced tho Cecr ”., 


Le~tislaturo to sell them tho Torritory including noarly all of tho “taton of Alive 


and !’iss, und as Idison Count:, wio included in this purchss9 ani as tho subject is 


-compif{shmon’$ hha not been completed to the FRasent o©ra Of ene ee 




















, 


‘paud and corruption I propose to civo » brie* outlinoa of those. trnsaciions nowa 
“$n the day as tho Yozoo Lind Yruds wich ecnusod croit oxcitenont and indignation 


-guong the ;eoplo of Qoorgin. Thore were throe o” thesa comyonien known as the 


Georgia, the Tonnesseo, “ind tho Yazoo or Lower ‘issisaippi land co:panies but 


23g 
‘ 


Psoveral of the pirtles balongad to all threo of the companies ond tho motnods 


adopted identical, I shall confine myself to tho section of tho Tennesssco land Co, 


that purotiaed North ‘1. stating howevor, that tho cossion%® tho three conpanios 


er>rucod nerly all of the present “tates* of Alabim: and Mississip»i. On the be- 


tnnin.: of the yoar 1796 Zachoriczh Le2zse,Micnaol taker and others forned the Tenn, 
& , 


and Co. and proposed to purchise from tho stato of Goorgin the Innds fro: the 


Tonnessoea line South to 34010 N latitudo and running from the hed waters of Meir 


Creok ong hundred und twonty miles embricin; the jrorter portion of present % AL.. 


fon tis day of January 1796, Tho bill makin the cession passcd tho lower sranch 


of the Georgia Lecislature by a voto 19 to 9 and next day piscud the Ucnate by a 
Yots of tun to eirht recoived their signibure of Cov. hatthows and beesme s ins. 
The £at of tne Leislature mkine this cossion sot for the right of the : tats to 
phd: domain and declared ths purpose of this sale to bo tho poyment of the late 


Btats Troops «nd for other purpocos and for the bettor protoction of tha frontior 


nd fur other purposes, Tho nissage of this dill crontod cgront indign-+ion 


go uns efrected by 
ribery and corruption and when the Legislature of 1796-7 convened a cosrilttes was 


proiuted to investig.te tuis matter, Tho committee of “hich Jsmos Jackson waa 


Boiron aftor takin avidenco in the ense mdo tho following rorort. 
"Rosolved, that nll such proofs relating to ‘tho “Fraud and corruption 
Cticed to obAuin tho :et for "The disposal of tho. westorn Territory of this 
2 te bea entorod by the clerk on tho journ:ls of th: house in order thit tho tostvi- 


‘o tiken may bo norpotuated as well for the sitisfaction of tho Leciclature 


Ge) 


i) 


rounds on which thoy procoeded as to hand down to futuro Locisl:turos the 

ie monna by which the rights of the pooplo amnerceennted to bo bustored « 
Pavay and this report was adopted by tho Logislaturo. 

| Lthough the preceoding Logislature wis so severly. rebuked and this whole trains- 
Pnation ropudiated as a fraud of the Locislature of 97, yot thoso land co:mminiss 

- holding a deed under the seo] and sipmiture of Gov. Natthews did not rolinquish 
their claim but bought, sold and convoyed these lands until the yoar 1810. When 
Georgia ceded these lands to tho general governmont in 1802 and tho United Statag 
Poogan to exeroine ownership ovor thom those companies momonalyed Consross for roe 
lief, Ceorgia sont up the papers of the committee which show conclusively the 
fraud and corruption practiced and in larch 1805 tho Socrot:ry of Ctats, Vocrotury 
or ‘roasurer, and Attorney Coneral were appointed a committco to adjust theso 
ClsimBe rter the repudiation of this sale by tha Stato of Doorcia i:ny of tho 

| parties releisod thoir claims on the lands and whatever monoy had been prid by 
Ftuom to the State of Georgia was rofunded by tho act of 1603 proof of purchase 
Ewa roquired to be plied in the land offices oxcept to parties claiming in lands 
Bpetoneine to the Indians vhose title had not been extinguished bat by lecislature 
pat different periods the tribe of filing claim wes extended «is late 4s January 
1815 while those land coupanies did not redlize their magnificent schone for 
riches and power, yot they probably mado 1 great deal of money by their ontore 
Pprize. On biarch Slst. 1814 Consross appropinated tho sum of six hundred thousan2 
cathe to id4ntify the purchases from the! Tennesseo Land Company which vas dise 

| tributed prerara among the claimnts, Each claimnt reccivod a certificate Sis 

@ Misaitssip t Bibel to be raid out of the proceeds of the siss of land in Mississippi 
€ Territory which cartificates were receivable for public lands in proportion of 


/Ninoty five dollars stock and five dollars aash on tho hundred dollars, © Alloclains 







under these land companies filed to January 1815 whore the purchasos money had 
@ ot beon refunded by the Stato of Georgis wore so adjusted and cll clains of 


like character not filed at that time xero mide void :nd-----------~---. anerenawenar 


County =2s the property of th: Cherokees and Chictcsars. nips sagan ‘botroon 


x, be?al 
these tribes =as by consont of tzcse trives est:blished ond Serves noout tiie 


ra 





set) @ 


year 1805 fro. the mouth of Duck River on ancereed line southward to a point on 
Temmes-es River as surve,;7d about tireco ives below the foot of Chickasaw fom 
Hobbs Islamé}. The Cherokees buying Dist and the Chercekees west of the boundry. he : 
-Im the yosr 1507 the Che-okees relinquished 21] ths terrivory to tho United ’ 
States wast of a line frozo head of Chickasaus Island nortie -rdly witi Cumbori...c , 
=lace to imcluds the lo waters of Alk River. “ll of the Territory betscen ths : 
sam> luct line -mi the old Cherokees Boundary, swith of tho st.to of Temes. co 


formed the or ginal County of “udison. It sas of a triangulir ships fronting 


ie) 


ossee River on the saith about three miles iné sith the Tonness ec liae ox tho 
lorth about tairty miles 223 included what is nox the north ost corner of ~ sic] 
stone County from Pettusrille, ecst=s:rdly to sresont county lino “nd conins to a 
point ju-t north of D. C. Mavis plece from tviz plice this line rin =. 36:50 ~ 
and ero-sed Indian Oreck north of Dr, Slauchtcers “nd passed throigh "ntthezs 
Donesin>, Senmnallis t:tkins, Horto,'s =nd Loeey's plantations to Tzancsse9 river. 
The e.sterm boundary of ths old coumty sent ‘rom the river at ote corner of Ur. 
ns rlece on Temmesses river on a direct line li 48:59 2. to the ton of Xecis 
‘oumtoin S of Guilfords “emmstts crossing. Flint river north of ©. 0. Carpenters 
place. Fro-= icels sountiin the line turns pore to tha north ané from < -ysvillo to 
Nez “.rket i- wery crooked mkineg mny apa. Sore: and deflections “nad pisses about 
one mils east of both Mysville sand “os Market and aftor it crosses mountnin fork 


it renc at 2a angle of about H, 1°, # until it intersects the Tennssce line on the 


er 


north boundary of Sec. 3 T1R 2 MHst-The crinty this loz out contcined ab: 


+2 008 seres or a little ov -r five immérod squire miles. ia the ye rfl? ~ 3 


Thiec: -s-ws reolinqiished vith other 1nd the southern portion of this County <=i—= 
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prescript: 


List? to sheru it crecsos 
Flint River wags mda the County Line to ite mouth. Ia 
al Yocatur county win ostrdliched botcoen -sidiron at soekron but it wis - bolisnct 
(4 an.' tho rresont line ostublicn:.d betwucn inadison and J. etson, 
& dofinod to bo the dividing ridgo botvioen tho witern of Tlint and “aint Fock, 4% i: 
moray Green On Sky itn. It wis 


Eutchcon of Jackoon in tho your 1048 ond thavo in seorcely & cltizon in clthor cunty 
iit cnow3 anything ebout it today. From tho MiMihCiLonOme: s Olt c © 26 7Ollova +t 
neo lino intil it etrikes tho twolvo mile square lino on Xodls ricunt:in and full-c 
ant soex ihich is its boundary to Tonnansn river. 
7 eS eleer hi 
Bis fachion Slo now ao 4t has beor in all sees to dcplore the decenerse: Ue. 
gnor tion «ne land tho virturo ef our forefathers. It iy a saa fact that wir and it: 
tondsnt vieos hive lowerad tno mowl stancard, but tus history of tho Ceoiiu 1 xc 
Oe composed of mon of thn highest political ant social position ths anecstevs o2 
ori-es anu sa imtora and coneres mon furnish an dilustration of tho Pet that virie> 
Pv LCOBL Ee CUGTMOn tOIGY\ty SCO mmo cnuntry ond tive a trin of & ecrntury or of comtust 
50 wia awuyod and controlgsd by about the c.mo influcnecos a5 i. thon of tos y. in 
hl seus thor havo bso. min «tfted with tho valent to oxpinite anda tho persistscreo to 
Be lveinto exocut ton, tha. er it eee thahivivo civon to the vorld what we e-1l pre 
80, Gnd whoa the tolonts of such men hive bern cxercisee in Vevelopins: nvviensl nz 
prity and in the suffvring of nrsimity, they have beon amon the preat bewoficters of 
oeUnanerica., Hut’ thon niahition and averice and & lust for sichos 2nd neser havo boon 
CSaueOULANs MOCAY a tien. th toe Laouriaghcd at tie ex-onrd of Wits ming Sick monons}2 


ocitAs Spescureon 

A Soe aes ey b br: 
Cis Gd git et ned hema. D 
es... The moulys wha 


Qa 







those schemos are not cloarly known, Winy of then had foxrpht in tio eur ofetice 
-yovolution and bore high reputation as honorablo mon and truo republicans whoti.cr 


-4t was intended as a more monoy making schemo or to opon this vist territory to 





sottlenont and protoct tho frontior by foreing tho Indian backward tovarda tho 
Misslost ppl, is an unsettled quostion, “e know that these old frontiaremen 

wore of horoic strain and had known and oxporionced much cufforin from Indian 
depred:tion and in the Indian wars and that thoy hnd little ideu of sn Indicn 
rights and it is probable that they intondod to assert thoir rights by forco ot 
ame and it is a possible fact that tho failing of their schomes avortcd & fr. .% 
deal of blood shed. This land ras divided into Tovnships cni tuc “owaships into 
lots of one thousand acres eich, and woro plicod in the mirket. The oricin-i 
holders had to pry about two and three fourth conta per atros cach ane a owcke 
holders share in the future sales of the company. The portions sold in this 
County seonod to have beon in Townships eight and nine but how many of thesa 
oun einaete lota mido a tomship I have not been able ascortvain, At ths tine 
of the survey and onle of tho rublic lands in this county in 1809 many tracts .. < 
boen .old’.by this company, About the oldost of which was the solo of i tract cl 
one thousand acres including the town of Huntsville to one Martin De.tty in tho 
yoir 1808 for the sum of one thcusand dollars. Conveyi.ncos were likewiso made to 
Troeman Jones 450 acres iilliam C ampbell 640 acros, Gicdcon Harrisoa ©00 aci.., 
Daniel and Joseph Harrison 200 acres and to Henry “Rofry ten thousina seres <11 
of which sales wore mide at the rato of one dollar por acro. ‘Tho list sale re- 
corde] wis to !artin Boatty and Benjamin Estell ofaforty acro trict from which 

were accoptod some of the above n:mod lots lowvin: about avery four tharsand acres 
sold at one dollar por acre, This tract com:enced ono mile and a quirter vost of 
the mouth of Flint River and ran north eats “about tio Silas e1ist or huntsville 
and coming on Flint River oast of Moridianvilloe there running West newly four 


~~ 


atles th.nes south to nr point wost of Tuntavilie, thence east fur miles, t.c5 

south «id a quartor milo thonco south to tho river. Vhis last deed was rade by the Co. 
in 1811 after this land had been sold at Go v. sale and probably was compronisod in 
the manner already described. 


Eunt 10% the original pioneers there was this difforonco in their carsep, Ir. 


é 
jome of the decds hero alludud to montionod thit the pirtios resided on the 1 


und about tho yone 1605 Isasc Crinor settled near Now Merkot and with hic brotlce 


Joseph Criner is arid to havo bullt tho first cabin ercexcd in tho connuy thou = 
‘aruel Davis anil Stephon )’eBroom in samo noighborhood aad John Tiunt at huntsy. .ic 
upring and old John MceCartor and old Indi-in Sereor west of FavéD CLSe.I CM One 
near the same dato. The early sottlors woro so ncittored Prater HOPG oOo; Cich 
other that 1t is difficult to ascertain who e:iso first. Old man Isane Criner who 
sted sone four or five yours ago at thea ase of ninety three or four said thant he 
ani his brother had put up his brothors cabin when John Hunt stayod all nicht wita 
hin on his wy to Huntsvillo Spring and his brothors wife baked bread fer hi-~ wn 
avid Bean to bring with thon that htis was in tho fall of 1804 and that ona 


helped Hunt put up a cabin and thon Bean erme brick and settled on Beans eract. 
/ 


Jalom, Tornesseo and Hunt went to east Tennessoo aftor his family and returncd wee 


ry 


turaed with than in the spring of 1805. If there wore any other settlers in tho 
County in the arring of 1805 except those mentioned “r, Criner nud not heard ot 
tiga, This is the Sip aiencecet the statement. Mr. Criner micdo to me sand hac ofven 
wide to others and as ho was a min of romrkablo memory and undoubted veracity I 

aa disposed to give his statamont ercdit. I do not think thoro is any doubt c2 
John Hunts being tho plonoor in the sottlonont of Munteaville, yot I think it cule: 
probiblo thate were several sottlers in the county who camo horyv about this viircs, 
The settlonent in Tenn. in 1:.05 had roached dom to #lk River in tho néichborhood 


of inchester und severnl of the old pionoers clauiied to have como across the line 


into this county in this county in the your 1805, bus tuicins itr, Crimor and j‘r, 


Criner ¢ .0 hove birtsre he attained his rajority, sottled in a remote cornor of this 
co mty stayed at home and vorted hard snd whon ho died loft 4 lnarso vody of tha lands 
near yhere he ryittled tn his chilidron.Jbhnn Hunt camo lore in the Ml moridinn of 
life with ver; little of ‘this zorlds good and the lands at the public calos brousht 


prices beyond his roach and becamo the property of ric’er men ind all that he re- 


csived or the vist domain on thich he sus the firstts settle was 5 na) OW O meses 


Oo 
ww 


lot in tho olty that vbeirs hls name and 1 namo that will bo romenbovcd aa loa> 


au tho eity of Huntsville marks tha placo whero -ho built Wis esdin Sne cownons-c 
to b:ttle with tho wilderness, We genomlly mike considerable allow:.nes $b tales 
of tho oldon tine but to the mn who is now intimetoly acquainted with Mdiso. cad 
: , 
has closely studied Its topocriphy and who makes rropar Aliowinees for sovonty 
yours wenr and tear thelr growing pictures of tho wonderous fmeility OP REA eot ee 
will not soom exageratted and that when first sottlod it must havo beon ono of thu 
nost desirmble countries ever trodden by £16 footsteps of mcn. Tho old settiozrs 
tell us there wos an abundence of fish and ¢amo our crooks end rivers cere as 
cloir as crystal in which trout, ond sea horso porch and salmon literially 
owarmed. Tho woods woro full of squirrols, pigcons, and wild turkeys. Der 226 
door vore abundant. In wintor the lakos and ploushs teemed with wild reese tou 
ducks that fittonod on the abundant mast alongs our wators. ‘The lands once cloirce 
with vory Little lnbor gonorous support to min and beast. Our Winters toro 
aild and forost food no abundant that cattlo and hogs tirivod with Yer; litvic eirc. 
\ 
The countyy was healthy, wator abundant and of the vory finost quality. Brou..: 
nover visited them but at the beginning of cach your they could safely ezlcul-.. 
tuc rosult ef the coming years toil. This so seldom failed in thoir crops that 
& good crop was nimost a matter of certainty. Anmothor proof of tno trata of ihese 
stitemonts is in that day unprecedented caigration to the now region from 1G05 vc 
1 99 a population of four thousand hid come hero in 1816 there wors ton thousand 
white and four thousand two hundred colored in the county and in 1620 cur popu- 
Lition had reached 1900 white and colored and the county wes making about ton 
thousand bales of cotton a your.In tho yoar 1808 Madison County Was originated 
und in 1303 tha lands in the old cainty were survoyod and put upon tho morkot. 
And I will tako up the sottlenont as it was in 1009 and will in tho history of w 
and silos bdomible to give so io idea of the sottlenents ay that time. 
Curvey and: ale of Linds------ 


In 1609 tho population of four thousind in the county woro “11 in th. limits o2 
Old udison as all tho rest wis Indian territory and the s ultter who cot over 
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On fastruaont to hnvo been in uso J 21 of the impression that tho 
est blishod by s vernior conjagea, cord Gistmmaen’s With which thoso oi 
romriably Accurate vworke Thosaa Proemin did the creator ‘-2tica of 
we have sinco found o.t that both his rors ond Roache was Poretr Ul 
‘wols Jono. Thoro was ono production of ovr mouniiins that Iowans avout to over- 
400k T mon the rattlosnikes that wore nuicrous and of the larcost size, ovca cs 
‘the your 1525 wo neo in 4 corresrondonce of roturn, J. Moines with theo BOCre etx 
of Wr he suggestod the survoy of cortain indinn reservation: in the Carly Gers 
becuse mittlosnakes are co numorous and vonomous in pe) late AenOrewenG: erly 
AutE in toenthe., Whe lands at that timo woro ourvoyod into CeaacOMmMIcCuLeas oie 
Beailo-t umount thit could bo offered in truth none but tho scoetion lines vores oun 


on’ section corners ostiblished the soction:l subdivisions OG riree Dias ae 


noir Huntcvillo. 


ptels line ~.8 arrosted an? brought b.ck by tho coldives, hin cobta bisa 


e¢: Stle consfleatsd and his cora cut dosene AS thin tino thosy was a kin: 


and *harioh Rosch who took thu contract to BUrVve oa loon.) Mes mr 


turn of the survoy in "ay 1600 and it was an rovad vy Coth Peiso, Cance.2 


I do not know whothor they uaod = transit or the odolite but aa thera is noth 


by County ulveyors at cost of tho owners. The lands wors offared for 


the.hichent bidder at 


for four wocks. The minimum prico wis fixcd at two dollars -cr acre of 


ths purchaser puid threo dollars cash for cach quarter erection or Tive 


for onch suction to -ay carveyine expenses, ono fourth of tno ronuinder 


Taio lind in erid to hivo dean cstiblichad by Vhonis 


rvic they not rrv-ularly oponod fron hore to tho Tenncsseo lin. wha 4 NEG tn.S 


days on ponilty of forfeiture of PuSchase VHOTrosu= in one, eto ane thrso wonrs 


wiv. intorest fri day o? = le.those who Die Ckolmerrire re sm UCC TOL 


OF tke 


ror e-it on deferred payments. 
&Sut $1.75 per acre, while those who purchased on time paid abou 
acre. Large tracts rere purchased by speculators most prominsut amons whom 


Cash purchasers at the minimum time paid 
$2.16 ver 


yolectod on the Tunnosseoe to atirt a basin Vorfidi n thit would yars threech or 


Curvy os. 


eacnuvilie*on ist. ;onday no Aust loco and the sjalo lustod 


10 


wo.3 LoNoy Popo, John Brvhon, “simuol Allon. Many old sottle s wo occupied puslic 
lands woro outbid by capitalists and lost thoir propervy Agd word. comnellad to 

— ter choaner tracts, Lonoy Topo entored five and John 3rihon ono ‘of the quarter 
evotions on Which Jiuntaville stands, for which it is said thoy ;aid ten dollars 
per acro. Tho dita of tho oldest purchiso is to Levi Ninds /ugust’ 6th. 1009 for 
the Tenry Rigsby’s place noar }Miysville ond the noxt to Charlos Cabanioss fuginy 
7th 1609 of the Tate placo noar Hrzol Greone A large proportion of tic first 
purchasers were mon of culture wealth and rofincuont, who como hero with their 
slaves, cleired the landa and rinidly accumulatod property. fn inspection of t's 
purchases mado in 1609 whow that settlenents wore made on tie most desirous lunas 
in different parts of tho county and give us 4 fair record of the momos of th: 
eirly settiers. JI apnend tho names of the county with the locslity of their pus 
chasing, wost of Moridian roid in Huxol Groen district, «allaco tstoll, v. Alilca, 
S2mB, John and Allen Murphey, Robt. Thompson enterod alongs the road fron Yovlers 
tro k to old Kizel Groon. Jane Tayler, Robert Ponnoll, liobt, lurnhoy and Robt. 


Thompson on the lands know as the “ily Yhompson placo. East of ieridian rosa 
Shirlos Cnbaness entorod the Tate placo ond Samuol Allen, Daniol Smith and 2, 
Bir r.aford tho Cam Townsen placo erst of the road and tho Slauchtcr place, The 
ahove named localities wast and east of the roid vero soits of tho largest farina 
sottlonont3s in tho county at that timo. Thoro ans a settloment near the Sulphar 
sprinss vhere Voses Joncas, J. McCowen, otephon Griffith Nathaniel Cover and Lewis 
Allis, John Rotvin located lands in 1009, Around Meridianville on wost sido o7 
road Robt. Thoapson entored all tho land along the roid to saction corner HOrtneoL 
-Eridiinville and Yhomin 3ibb and Roubon Rrockon Wost of road from said corno: to 
section corner south of NMoridianville and Jamos Manning entorsad the BAttlo placa, 
Thesco west on what wa: known as the “ado and Powol Road, Stephen Pata, ,ichin 
tiins, J. Pe Dell, Rowland Cornolius, Chas. Hasfith and 3. S. Popa entorsed i 
Lu09 mikiny the u.tlines of a sottlemcat along thn “ase and ~.rall rer De 
Pones on Maridian Nod to Rowlrand Corneling on) bulaskian-0: Gs (Gio mentee CRoTS 


glace) tn oast of Moridfan roid, Tho lands noxt to Meridis. <o:4 to; sec. .corner 
lias North of “oridian wero entered by J. Richard Cavett, tih.oncg to soc. coraar 


Oop 







ath of Morridianvillo by a. and J. C. Natkina. Toa inde een OL Lis, ss DY 
c 5 v 


seov Pruott and tho lands stili east to Vinnings to “. De My. arog prac vy 
cob Pruitt, Daniel ‘mith John Vinaing. Tho settlement entered est to Flint 


{ver ard south to Bell Yactory vhoro lands xoro untor ed by Thomas 
cCcary Pirca: John Bayloss on tho Bayless placo,sno. “Vrivht on the “rirht, Neu 
riot plico, Chnrlos Kennedy noir the Allison pliico on eh epenbeg tee en aie bE Roe 
% uchton at Flint river bridgo near which wis COLO SNOGucOCkG emi lms they oc 
oving place in imdison County, and whero tho first Miglecrsebuily Ol 2itis Faves. 
a wo find there was a largo sottlemont from Noridianville to the throo forss 


+} 


f Tiint ivor. ‘hero was also a sottlement in wost side of th. county on prosont 
ounty lino whors Capte urrus located at what wes eCteruards mown os hurrcus 


toca, Coning south from Popes place wo cross the ridge and piss . cc. 15, now 


ee Sues 


ho ’'o3a place sottled by Poyton Uross, Richard Harris, anc JOU LCs ramen 


aex to ths Hlue “pring on Harris land where tho cimp gro ound was located. Joan 


", .Gl-er ontored the iastin place east of tho rovd down to the Korton Pine Oneien 


| 

] ; 5 us 
a -rle3 Cabiness owned down to the stakes noar Harricon placo where Hugh Mevoy 
; . ; = 

eure) 6oon and owned down to Brahams or Calhouns north BOuUNasy., west trom flurts— 
ville alone tho township or Athens road over Russells Mill wost to Beaslcys pince 


: 
; 


: 


ond uluag wuich Goorge Dilworth was on Aleck Jones placo and Pdaward “ard on nor. 
part of the Pradford place. On oach sido of tho ‘eridisn Noad along the road ecnc 
John ‘locres, John Connaly, Monry Caso 2nd Pavid Thompson, th.rles Cabancss, Vose 
Vintoat, John Branan and Leroy Pope to the S. v. cornor Of MU ouMalap C2S% Or 


tuo Tasia Voridian just cross the mountain on prosent Belloforta read. Parrot 


Stevar locatod the present iioodson or Wiloy place part of hicn..1S on 


oo" KW. Harrie and iorry Uarris, Henry drrloss anc othors Tocsvuca pert or C. 

Mohans ar? D. Le cones plices sround which was a consider ble cettlanon nnins 
out to idleons now *. ¥. Jordans place on “lint Rivor., ouwn oF tis on wost of 
FLint river was tho Srownsboro sottlonont whoro Sonn Lamberson, closon tassonrale, 


J. » He®lett maije entries at vhich timo slso lived BOOOLC OM On mCi Sen CC aruilol:, 


oan Brown and others who located thoir lands in 1810-11 south of Nuntsville ane 
gost of tha banie Moridian, Tho land was taien up in large bodies by Lasoy Bonu, 


John 2ethin, “illiam Lanier, Thomas Ribb, Yobt. Tandford and “guort Harris and 





‘ndrav Sibley entered p.rt of tho Sibloy placo at fibloys old mill and frances 
padorson, ‘rehio l’cDonnell, Peregrino Yalcenor, William “obortson, Thomis Froominy 
samuol and Josoph Acklon entored large bodies of valuablo landa wast cf tho read 
towards “hitosburgh. Tho lands on the river wero enterod some time aftorwards and 
thoero wer but few sottlers on west of Basis Veridian except the negroes. Uast of 
tho Basis “‘eridinn running to tho mountain first came Loxellon Jones part of shoso 
lands are now in Huntsville then James ‘oods, thon James sna iliiean Treke, shon 
‘me Howan on pirt of Garth place, tm, Glllespio snd ° 2. Blevins cna cast of ta. 
cove e-me John Ylevins at ontrance of Blevins gp on- still south came Ronry Haincs 
and Stephon Smith in Haynos Cove and then cmo “4)linam Robortsons large plaunv:vian 
also the Garnors now covered by tho Se H, Moore and Boirn plantations cast oF vio 
Meridian. John Grayson made the only entry in 1809 fn the big cove on yirt cr 
| tho old Jamas C. Grayson place, 

Settlomonts East of Flint hiivor. 
This includes from Hickory Wat to Mayovi le. ‘lijah Franklin onteroa the Pevy 
place on tho at.to line on the Limestono road, rare Valker, Reubin “ade and J... 
“ood settled around Plovna Post Office on Winchoster road and Samuol Pavis ond Jon. 
Teaver und Je “Llem about tho Bostic place on samo road, Carlcad “filler, “a. 
Steadman and Labon Rice located the lends wost of main stroet in New Warkot, ona 
George smith tho land oast of same in soc. 35 Charles Nobertson made an ontry av 
tho old NeCrary Young placo further down the Doposit road. otophon kennemor envorcc 
tha Ceron place, Jamos Hamilton who carriod out o company in 1912 lived at tho 


John Nigsby place, Join Peters at the George ‘ndorson plance ond i{llian Dorrici 


ry 


owned the old Peusley pl:.ce and tho weat part is now Moyveville. Geo. Taylor lived 
a r the “ridge ovor Flint River on follofonte road and Charles McCarthcy had a 


houre nomr where Brownsboro depot now stands. John Sprowl at the Sen Lawler picee 
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‘on Deposit road, xbenezor ltyram and John Derrick owned tho lond from tho cross 
roads in iayarlite south of tho Bolleforte road. S3otin Derrick to Flin Jgordsn 

line and *e Bryam beyond and including Deorians roe Lovi' and Samuci 
Byram entored the Allon “tephon homosteid which eae end of tho settlonents in 
this direction, Those localities aro of settlements in the county in 1809, 

The dinero on opposite page gives the location of the sottlement in the yoar 1809, 
There were of course many settlers who did not buy lands until later but the wattiee 
ments were located oy j fare given than on the opposite page. The war of 1812 
checked for awhile the tide of emigration as Tocumsoy visitod tho southern tribas 
ail cadonenees to rouse than rere the whites. His oloquenco does not sean to 
have had much effect on our noarist noighbors, the Chickasaws ané Chorokees. They 
had come in contact with the white mn often cnough ta become satisfiod and in 
Jacksono war 1812-13 miny of them joined his forces as scouts. But many «ho had 
intended emigration, and purchased lands here did not bring their families hore y 
until after the war of 1812 was virtually onded by tho extermination of the old 


Creok tribe. On proclamation of peace in 1815 tho tido of enigration set in a new 


@nd was groator than ever, An inspection of tha diagram will convinco any ono 





acquainted with the topography of the county through these old fellows know how to 


scloct good land but they could not buy it all and by tho yoar 1816 most of tho 

land of the first quality in the old county was t:ken upe Suppose four thousand 

settlors to have been on the lands shown to bo settled in 1809 and thon erigine 

ton thousand more to have come here and occupied the land by 1816 and wo ean form 
/8n idea wont @ vast difference it would mako. Tho rosult wan that except the lands 


taken up by tho barrens, mountains and rivers it would mako- tho diagram nearly solid 


red and indicate nearly the same landa ontered in old Madison ag tho mips now ine 


: 
(art But in 1318 the rich lands in this part of tho county were survoyed and 


‘placed in tho mirket and land went up to an evon more higher price. Come of it voing. 
‘bidden at ag high as ono hundred dollars por OCTe, The diagram on tho next paco will 
‘thom how rapidly these lnnds were taken up after which I will Give tho nancs of 

Purchs sea that cima in after 1809. T his diagram shows the lands takon up in tho 
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pon the eac.cete ‘Thoro BAB aGaee 70, 000 aez os Tr. thisi now survey eddcc to ;7.céiscou 


zt 


can 


couaty or about 110 square milos and it 1s 5 by far the rost veluable boey of lanc in 





“tuo couaty from the diagram about 40,000 serena tas t ‘ken to 18:0 and miny of th 


or | iginal purchanes sho paid over cnormus prices hid to obta Min reliof by sct of con 


: 
7 


/groas whon cancellod the original sales and purchasos by loosing the moasy first 
J 
: = 


paid, obtainad it by p:zing an additional pivemption rato of tio dollars por acre. 
_ find many now nomos among the settlers sone of whom c4mo hore at mM cariy day 

put hid wade no entries until thio tiro, Others came lator had oede money and now 
-investcd in those landu. Among tho setticrs whoco reputations .s mon of pronincicse 


wot 
and who wore not hore in 1609 aro William Patton and Janes Manning, old mexcnints 


of Tuntsville. ‘2icha fambolt from whom we have Tambolt Mountain nor ind.co2, 


















‘Rouben Critchor and Willian Crutchor Baptist Ministors well and favorably kaowa is 

S their time, Jamos Galbraith, Honry Yooro, 3. Hassoy, Matnanicl Horwood, Podt. 
Payuo, ‘ho “ards, Jool ‘i. Jonos, Sanuol Matthows, it. Gooch, T. Nolomea “oscly, 
Thos .nd .illinam Brandon, = H. Boardmn, “ldred mw tlins, Jona “ithors ana Clenont 
Comer Clay and Grosa Schrucgs all names familiar to our people and may of vhea are 
credited to Se mor than a more maation in thosd nagos. “oe also find the 
Fwell cnown n-.mca of “Lillian vast, “iley Pride, Charles Betts aad Nimes Clesnens, 
iehael Farloy, steth cpmgins, L. H. Boardson, John Cartwright, =. .cakley, Jones 
fCollier, Sichard Jamr, John Ce ayros, John ‘i. Looaoy, “tlliam Neoden, Alzan orad- 
fora, Chasias Tord, arthur Jonos, Harris Tonoy, “illiam I. Adair, John Lindsoy, 
Joshua and fd. Dillard many of whom tought lexgo plantstions ia tais soction and 
}¥ill receive further notice here.ftor, tie most part of the lands tn this district 
Dol ble off at tho land saloa in 18138 sore donatca to Alabama: oy the Cencral Govorn-= 
ment for improvement of Teanossco river and were nearly ail bought by holdors 


der sale of 1018, About tho yoar 3l-2 there is very little vacant land in this 








silgesh 


port of tho county und as it ws bought by slavo holders and corerally in larze 
cicts 1% bocamo tho hone of largo nuibors of slaves vaoso duseondants stil and 


ee in the proportion of about four to one iwi thoy contribute 2 lice sa 


His Le Ho ay 
. of the cotton cron of the county Oo froa their 7 ite oo it Ross IVOLite Crop wiv. 
thea. “t tho lnnd sales in 1918 tracts of aighty acres were the minim guintty 
sold in ench tract. Tho Innds in T. 5 Re 2 ¥ anc % ane MGIeipe-rerOn « 4, Kt, M2 
about three miles south and tuo o:st wore part of tho Barrons, thoush tinvered 

and botter land thin the (Northora Barrons) and is vory hoalthy and woll <atore2. 
Tnere is probably no hoalthier littlo tom in the south thin “adiscon that ic csituse 
ted on the southorn edge of this region. Tho southorn part of this survey fer 
seven or olvht miles from tho rivor is cut by slouwrchs mido br Indian Crees and 


Millbrook ao they arprooch tho rivor ana bickwater from the Tennessoo often cox 


tho lowlands but shile this mtkos malaria provalent in some localitie 


Q) 
4 


are many delightful and salutrious old county scita on the ridres and when cect: 
by a large wiite population the tom of Trianna was conaldercd a yory heclthy nl ol, 
New indison---<—= 
Prios to 1617 New Wadison mis port of the Chorokoos Nation in which your Andrev 
Jackson mad the treaty with them that conplotcd tho cession of their torritor 
north of tho Tennosseo to the Unitad tit s. From various e2usa the survey of 
this part of the county was commenced in 1019 and contimicd with long interniscions 
until the doginning af 1050. The yoar 1620 Sel Nee foe tore wea a8 
Mieslsaippi ne in the yeir occured the event know to tho Siren toy a i ao ee, 
of the erost land mileg and to day {t is an ora from “hich miny of our old clticon: 
rockon tha date al ovents happening a few ycars before or a fou ysoars after that 
dato it betns the year from which many of the old lincholdors dato thsir cottlossent 
of sieir Bos homob, New Madison differed then and stiil diffors in -any respects 
fre: west or olf Madison. ‘while olf Madison offored wreat facilities for reemmpites 


largo farms, Now *ndicon mdo up prisarily of long valloys betuoen mountains in ths 


Midst of which valleys run l-.rzo clear creeks or rivers wis faves clo for sottlesents 


4 Sede Bhat OR 


bors a 










' peel Aen Foti ante is b 
—icenenn -pyetrmemantion ent al: fe 


AGS furnore ‘and Most of cho cottlors in that rey ion ‘be ya with, cel tracts ore 


160 a NCIS hough ‘winy of thom from oll ber: mines worked their my te pro 





«? yot but few accumulntod large provosty ee this rart of tho SOUBES ins resins 


part of tho lands in that. soction cro yot in tho hands of tho original purehasora i 
their decendants, Tha emigration to the new endo was great for many years and it is 


still largaly incrorsing its population. It offoerod many ndvanticges to tho clasa of? 


- 


gett.ors Wioao moans were sufficicnt to purchase a home and alco of tho class that 


ae havo a home of their own. Tho lind was good, timber ané water in sreat abundanco 
and the climate mild and healthy, This inducod largo emigration not only fro= Tenn. 
. 


and Ca, but also from tho older part of tho county which furnished many of ita best 
and most infiuentiol citizona. Thoro wore but litile distinction betzeen tho richer 


and poorer as gonoaral social equality provziled anc a min was catinated oy Ris mesl’. 


- 


‘and not accident of birth or sordly udvintages. Tino min who worked hard m.d: money 
whilo a: ~o workod but little menaged to livo confortebly.Conscquontly in five cr wix 
years this county was comparitively thickly sottleda by “ moral contentad end rrosn. rue 
communnity. In the year 1819 it was mde ptrt of Jackson Ceuat ys INGLIS t cee ee 
ipirt ot Doortur County but chen J2ckson county ras omrinized tn i eaten iets) Ss 
mide the county lino from the intorsoction of she Cho-okoe lino with tha river to tt: 


athe ia the yoor 1825—<4 boeatur county wis abolished 2nd iNdison county extendcd 

: 

‘eastward to ita prosent limits, Thus it mppenod that some of cur citizens sere bora 
. 


in the Cherok20 nition, livod in Jackson and Decatur Counties snd died in ‘ndison 


without evor chansing thelr place of bode. Thio country boing sonarntec from the 
;County nity ey th: “onto “ano mountrin ridea with Flint River to cross vas for many 
yeirs cut of. to some extont sabes tho old county and wore & meter © shi ta adhe eee 
Charactor and habits and mannos ::22 customs from the peonle of west Tadison. the 
srceulIsie, “nia th.t shales ctntee cd tha Inad salos in 1016 dic not ane pligea 
Anu tie Liacs wero eatored at from 21.25 to 2.50 por aero 4.d in omnll tmets to 
Aeanl settlorseThe south ast pert of New "adinon is ¢¢ .ra:ed o7 the 


tract t:nown as “The twelve milo aqe that is it. of rainy Hocweetverircs scrorved in 
She traity of 1813 by tho Chevolees for eduentionnl purnoses, fic lands in witch aro 
still held -t 81.25 per sero and is not subject to homa entry tet sll the thillebdla 


ines inktewaintetce hawk long since been taken up At covornucnt rates 
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ing the mountains aad euanps that, have no “alue eac3.0, the tomer On shen is sti13 


sat - 


pooper ty or the Chorokeos. © Tho tinbor wis oneo valuable but has neo enpredat.. 
on ‘until it 19 now of wae little value. The accoamayiny iip shows tho Soportrar.t 

ae Re as It is vory irregular in outlino. Doc tur Coimmty ecoicces the rirt sconth 
> ; : 2 =p... oS a > 
ot the cottod line on South Boundary of socond Tow of Troznships thin Carney extend, 
sotrard to Delloforte ro:d, thonco by an irrecular linc to “ant. Creck, th-nca to 
qgennesee River, thence to Flint fiivor thon followed Fline Tivc-ito Chorokcs lino, 5. 2. 
ith «(ne to North Jvoundary of the Stata, thence to present o:a% boundary of this County 


- 


teqizintwre of 1824 discovered that Decatur © ounty did not contain the Constitutioni= 
grea oix hundrod squire miles and it vas abolished. I1%35 county sito mas “ooaville in 
Jackson County. Fhon Jackson County was formod in 1019 tho siull in S. 7. of Now 
ydisun botwoen Flint River and the Cherokee Moundary wio added to ifidtcon County. ‘ 


hen .scutur County. “hon Dooatur County was abolished tho Boundary of Iadison ond 


Jackson was ostablishod in tho continuation of the dividing ridco betveon the rater. 
of glint and pmiint Tock to wiero tho mountain ridgo terainates on tho end. r-nse lin. 
north of the John Nobertson plice, thence following *ho ridgo line tho treive mile 
Bqu.ro line on south brink of Keels 24t. thon with tio txolve milo squ:ra lino to it tne 
mort s.n boundary of said county the S. %. corner of Jackuon, to Fiat Nock Decutur County 
included New I’ndison , to Gnnta Creok and that part of Lnran2ll County North of Toan. 
Tiver and it wis probably the worse shaped County over established in the st-te clo. iso 
Wag cot . atr:ight line boundim: it any where axczp% five or six miles on the Tonn. Lins. 
It was abort five milas wido on Ctito lino noarly riety milos long, and cut to piocos by 
mount in ridces. Its County sito wis woodvillo, Jnekson County wiich was nonrly a central 
point in th: county. Its noundirys zoro too indofinite to cx -lnin at the prosent ti:.; und 
% cont tnod :bout four hundred scuir: miles, until the yo.r 1643 the Line betweon 

MAtoon ond Inekson from Cur ley. touthe .stite Lino so15-n ofan lingsees-cos no took nis 
aptoeks by the way nis spring braach ran which vas a liter nl ome 2LOIrnMruy- sion of tno lan but 


in 149 th. County urveyors mired out tho line and m:do a kind of svornco line oy 
Tunninog; from point to point xhoaro the ridge wns doZined 


~~) 


<0? 


spring .ind thus avoid'd tho thousand croeks and turns involvod in follo:in- ie 
by 57 : 


~- 


dividing ridge. Tho county tract books vore mado accordin: to their rerort andeLs 





officisl evidence in tho courts and is vivon in this mp. The Git af the sotiuleions 


of i.ew Vadison County the yoar 1851 it is hardly nscossary to Pave 1 Circustinti it 
account of the pionoors in thio region as thoy are well romombored ,by tne older 
beeeiie sh who still survivo. It vill bo scon fron the mp that this pirt of tie 
county is mountainouo and whil the mountains oceupy considsrible sras of the County 
pyow taere Ore miny fine farms in this section and It is especially adaptce to tho 
raisinw of stock and provisions, From the state lino down to the PAY SVilia COWS 67 


it obtained the nime of Eeppt on account of tho izmonse amount of grain and porn 
it produced and during tho war the foderals pronouncod it 4s cno of the dest 
foraging grounds thoy visited in the S outh. 


IMadinon County 


I have been given a dvtiil of the sottlaront of the difforont parts of the county 
from the first settlement until tho County attainod its presont dimonsions and 
how proposa to consider it as a whole instead of in soparato yarts. This had ain +: 
/boon o lind of yonce until tho Civil “ars, Tho Chickasaws and Cherokess claims? the 
limit of their hunting grounds passed somexhore through the County anda as they hed 

/no settlancnts nearer thin those on Tennossee River this rovsion has no ¢redition ov 
/€@ny conflict betwoen hostilo tribes. It is said that noither tribe had any norm:.a< 
ent hesitation in tho county away from tho river and it 48 probsblo that other 

» localitios Were more conganial for their toma. ‘Tho fiwiense eanebrakes in the 

| Tiver bottoms, the heivy forests all ovor tho County. The rouch mountains inhabitatod 
by wolves, boars, and pinthors and large vonomous sorpents was 7eoR auitadsle pore 


: 
: m.naut sbode for the red mon. But whilo there is no indictiions of tons or Widieras 
yct it was doubtles a place of resort for great hunting particos vho como here in 
\ Suruner and Autumn ond aa wintor approachcd returned to the nei;nvorhood of Gunters- 
| Ville or to Tuscumbia (old Cctapoosa) laden with game. Tho «rly sottlers in Dast 
ve 


“aGison vory seldom saw any Indians and thoy woro not troublosomd. Pores cx 


: 
‘ 
: 
s tue Government and with the excorntion of oce: sionally driving of? tho 


19 


gottlers horses, thero was no disturbanco whon horses wore stolon tho settlers 
gouerally followed up to the noarost sottlemont and by ming appeal to thoir 
cuiefs their proporty wis generally traced up and rostored to theng It was a 

yery simplo procooding thero moa no roplevying or making bond tha chiefs pat isos of 
thensolves that tho property belonged to the wiitoo turnod thoir hors:s over to 
Pre pointod northward Aptigraxigl "Go" and tho settlors obeyed tringing with them 
thoir recovored property. The wr of 1812 found a population of somo six thousand 
{in the county and there was eer sednistSh existing as to tho attitude of the 
Indians, but tho conduct of tho Indinns soon dissipated their fcars. 4fter a tine 
news of the massacre at Fort Mimns reached hore and of the c%ll of Gen. Jackson for 
volunteers and groat onthusiam prasailed, » Vany of tho settlors were soldiors 

of tho Revolution and VYoborans in Indian warfaro dyrivins thoir experionce in 
pattle for suprenicy in middle Tonnessee and Enotorn Georgia, end sons o these 
men burned to emulate the deods of their fatnera. As woll 29 I can learn there 
were not lesa than four companies raisod in hadison County to wite Capt. duck 
Yooely, Jolin R. Lldridge, David Gray, a Jones Hamiltons Comprnies. Capt. omy 
was fron Neat edison noar the Indian linc, Cuptse Mosely and Eldridge Conpenics 
wore isnde up along the contreal part of tno county and Capt. Hamiltons from the 
Eystern portion of the county and nearly all tho families in th county "Cro 
reprosented, Theso companies first wont into action at Talladegsi undor commaine 

of Gone Jonn f. Coffeo. Soon after tiey wore mustered into sorvice a pioneer oF 
scouting company was forned by dotail froin the rogiment aad placed in comand or 
Capt. Mosely. Thin company saw a creat doal of hurd sorvice and roceived the 
comiondutions of Gonoral Jackson on their discnariso froin tno sorvica. Aa) RAEI) Ces 


or 


those troops expired shortly aftor tha battle of Horso Shoo Nerd and they wero 
discharged and rsturnod homo. Capt. Eumiltons Cospiny Qtathe 0s sh) O6Gf a= Sa 
Se at eae etme on as = aoa mas in th? hottest of tho ‘ight just before G@iy brevk and thoush m ny 
suffered saverly, yet hold thoir ground until tia repulse of the enexy. There 


mere miny of-the company killed and wounded aron% shom ras John Roan killed 


Me. “eCartney mortally wounded «ind died in four or fivo dsys aftcr tho battlo ana 
















nt Taylor shot through the body and died many yeara afterwards from tho wound 
snich never healed. I on recollect tho numes of theso throe only rho Clu fale 

| ¢ citizens near olé Brownsboro,. T hese troops did not suffer severly at Horsé=* 
e Bend &s they wore across the river with Se CEE es spies to cuf off tho rotrent 
of the Indfang which was 80 effectually done that ane Creek trivo wes nearly ex+.r~ 
ainated and its spirit broken. As eaigration poured into the territory and as laad 
Beyncss in price, longing eyes were cast in the dirsction of the rich Indian lands 
aying all round the County and it was only wy the exercise of close military super- 
vision that inteilers wee kopt o:¢ of the Indian Territory and at one raid the 
troops are said to have bummed forty or fifty houses and destroyed many crops of 
parties who concluded to take the risk and settlo on tne wrong sido of the Indi-n 
‘nes. On the New Purchase miny half-breed Indians elected to stay in tho Céuntry 
‘shen the Cherokees went west and by the treaty all such were entitled to one square 
‘mile of land with their houses in the centre and these lands were laid off Detore 
the survey of the public lands and called the Indian reservations. Only four of 

: these reservations were in this county viz Thomas Wilson, MoMiltys anc Challon’: or 
ae on Hurricane Creek and in Shapps Cove and William “ilsons on MeClungh 
place near Coles Ford on Flint River, These were disposed of by tho Indians in 

- short time and the occupants followed thoir Saty: over into Arkansas, The 

twolve “ety squire was survoyed after the rayne out of the public land and before 
tho lands were Stern in market and were takon up like any othor lands at that time, 
Tt te sotehhing remariab)e that in 1820 whon the population of this county was re= 
stricted to. the old coun ky, that the ‘white population wis @ heavy in proportion to 


territory as at any timo ee re the year 1860 population of this county was g.- 


follows in 1816<14,200, 10,000 whites and 42,00 colored. In 1620, 17481 white , 
10,000 colored 7,000. 1830- 77990 white 14,000 colored 13,000. 1840 25,688-whites 
13,000, colored 13500. 1850-- 36427 whites =----colored -----=- 1860-26520-—-whtos- 
s--Coloredee=w=-, Thus $t will be seen that the population roaches its Ante Bellum 


-.2it between the yerrs 1820 and 1830 the incrossing in population in the two decacss 
x deirz naurly equal. And up to 1860 thero had beon a MART s. docroise. In 1819 the vote 


| ; aS 


aa a 





aes | 
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yr governient wis for Fibb 125, for “$1 liams 1244 and in tha yevr l8co0 shen in an 


cei.od local eloction when evory offort possible was oxomted to bring out a £xTT 


yte thore was »o)lod 2 voto of 2900--This shows but littlo increase in tho white 
ste. In tho yoor 1870 the population was a littlo over 51,000 and in 1020 about 
3,000 showing that from the wir until the present timo the incrosse in population 
4g boen equal to uny like poriod since tho ye.r 1810, There wis & Jpierca' gifs eae eI x one 
n population to 1650 in consequence of tho rapid sottlemont of Tew iaimn bus wha 
ldor part of thu County held its om by tho increise in the colored ponulation who 
or thun cade up for the whites who romoved to the New y:rt of thu County. Fourecs 
he years 1830 and 1840 cane tho financinl crisis that wrockad tho fortunes of .c 
any of our citizens mVing a m.rkod dgerengo in population at tint neriod. Cores 
aid dropped dowa to a low obb and miny rho had bought ou credit found it iopos.... 
to meet thrir ovligations, many of the banks that had under tho binxing syste. oF 
hat time sdvanced largely in excess of thoir assets susvondcd o.ymoent, iad ler 
psets of land wore sold under execution. This did not mitorially erfect the snsv- 
rn portion of the County «hich steadily increased in population but in the westora 
portion Whore lirge capital was invested and hervy Llinbilitios covered tre prost- 
tion in buginess tas universal. And but few osenpod finineial embarrassment or 
“ins! ny. of our best citizens sought new homas to repair their brokca fortuiss 
yn froshor lands. Tho farms in tho county many of them ot least after thirvy we 
yf continurl cultivation in cotton hid fallen off largely in producing power ond 
niny of tui orivcinally of poor quality wero gradually auanconed, many of tho’ slives 


“or inj them boing carried wostward, this sas not duo to ony m:terinl decreas in 


boc nerieulturiL resources of the enmty but to the nitursl consequences ot intl : 
7 ¢ - 7 rine MWe thee, 
ii pricos. R ckless snecuintion and tho n tureol revolution foilowine. aGiay TES 
Lan 
whoa 


proved by the f.ct thet the fou business men who Yorsaw, and avoided diszste 

stendily accu;ul ted nro: orty and were silently but surely lyin? the foaundition fo 
matorizl nrosperity in this the darkest rariod of our fin:neitl history. iv : 
tit chons boyond dispute tho cnpabllitics of onr soll thnt vary row skiltul farmer 
cho atoircd clusr of debt ind spoaculation “ho practiced the cconony eons in all 


syoertions failed to accunlito nroserty from. tie first 2nd on throuvh 911 financin 


tcoible brought on the county. “he farnor was 
<0 buy a negro or two when tae country wis now, Vad ON the road to---------------- 
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forties. The nesroac whon col) trent -@ cara 2 prolifje r.sva and their inerpiag yield 
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overneers Tana slater fortanen, Sharh theds vars eo noses wit! Poteur of Intellecon 
superinttondontia sawmnd pl) yot in satitv thoy rere cel] pela. The Parr ftha 


larca Wlant.tion probably Lived in Nuntavillo tit ton tha ou rtar ho mudlt a oad 





houer Tor his ore sjoer and Aurniahad hin Comily ond nevis hin .tih .. Food horse, 
The omer probably boeinning on two hyndsod sud Pity dollars — your muved nosrls Al 
his mow, ant if he gho.sd by Grop returna thi.t ho wos ihe ooeki, the wliantcrn in cana 


his wees wera Inerevsad ye.r by vo round] thoy rasched thoir mixinum ot iva ar six 








hundrad dollirna a yaar. Tha vlanter proabl:; coatLauad to epocul tu ar Liwai ortrive 
acont lv. }.2e@ notes in band and finally aotslod nn with oversvwar ty ee atin 

ti Taer-99 of lund. Tho cyvaraeser boenma & plantar ha iia Lnvasid to cae@ Pant, ho 
baa bet bso or throo youns Masro fanilies huobilda,yives tint Smsrad so in Go:mobte 


fon] vrenertion he exltivatod his land.in tho Gest styie ond works sida dy oifo vith b 


inere.69se and he Adds to 1% litkle by Little until ho finds on rousing middlsc :. +e 
that ue 6 aa extensive land holder snd slavo ownos. Dy this tlic nocre fontlisa cred 
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| 
hid Wears reqecoesakeesen—eslnavesthat reculvwy good treatmens-svery yvo.r his veri: Parca 
ably « iothes oni tnende os two adlicwn be ve davoisned in.o a twerkim: orem cf cine 


or ton w lpmad volt westied flold hans sorch usver.:l thoussud dolinrs shich sepee 


= es 2 : . ery Peerine ae bear area ue Ole ae Te ara Rehan ’ a x tas 
reneresent tis “OV LS rte Gourd Gsies WA pewabisitea BIQK TRI 8B f it PUR Gye 3 Saray LW roy 


%. 


of the orlein.l fualllva ho very Likely purcin:cod osthorss with Like results. 1 2°73 
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24 
among *hom wos Stophon Noal tho firat rhariff and Joseph ‘oklon who ware sons-in= 
Inw and tho Morg.ns who wero alco r Inted to John Hunt. It {se important thit t.e 
aitizansa of tha torn hiv» not boan abla to Satin the iMentty of Tinta fTirat croin, 
wo only know thit {t was biflt on 1. bluff noar tho erring soma miintaining that it 
wie on tho hill noar tho old "oXay school house and othurs that {t wa on the bluff 
somowhere about Nank Row which last supposition la: inprobebieeoren the loclity of 
that point when ino atate of noturo. Pioneors in building on localitios like tnhia 
novor selected a point whore they would havo to go two or threo hundred yards around 
a dlufft to reich the wator but usually built nesror the levol of tho spring. And 
aolons Hanry Street anans to be tho moot Likely places for settlemont. “y tne year 
1859 a settlonent of soveril hundrod x6 located in rveoch.of tha big spring, running 
back to Poros idee and down tho “hitesburgh Pike to tho Toynchip line. Thore *ere 
no waar sien wint {9 now the nublice: squaro which 718 & rough rocky kno#®l sloring 

a 

on ovury side and rith a largo pond from the “owors corner tovards Rg jJnil. ‘fter 
the County waa orginized in 1809, and act of the torritortal locislatura dated Tec, 
ord. 1809 ap-ointod vm. Dickson, wJiuird “srd, Alox Gilbresth, Loulis “‘inston, and 
Peter Perkins cormisaioners to solect a suitable site for the County enat of Madiscn 
and wero nuthorized to purchisa not loas than thiry aceos of ground snd law it off 
in hslf -.era lots fron which <oro to bo rosorvot theea seres for public buildings. 
The reminder of these lots vara to ho sold on tywalva months cradit aad the procecda 
whon collected wera to bo annliod to eroctim:; public bulldings. Leroy “ore hid al- 
ro.dy purchased these lends from tho genoral Gove and i* 2npears that he laic off the 
tomn as showm Jn the nint of sem some tine in tha yoat of 1810. ‘Tho plan of tho tom 
{3 civon of tho onposite page. It containod soevonty tro lots exclusive of tho mublic 
square , toe “hele tes cont.ining en rea of ebout sixty cercse Pope scold the sath 
half to the ecurissioners tho line running dircetly through re Court Horso to Bink 
Row fra = fekives cacepthe Bote Lows c fes, oc? ard £6, but 14 aprenrs tit he co- 
nited the cther hil? of tha sauaro one the Jril lot aa there fa no recore oF 4 “cod 


tye theme In Godtor this lund fo, skipuintod thot conveniont ways should bo kopt 


open and to the esprins nnd no ono “sllowed to dicaava it by obstructing its waters. 


25 
vpeiny, und nor ono sllowod to danige ft by obstructing, its wnhtors. Tho coviniasioners 
evld these lots ropidly and gavo ourtifioatod of purchnns to dbuyora but for sone 


-yeircon “or never wads thun a deed nor thoy to tha purchanes of th: Jots until mbout 

; t c . 

Ptho year 1s75. Unfortunatoly the original plat of tha tow wns not recorcéod rut a 
referoncs to su vther surveys Sbout that date mako it rrovably tho firat survey 

wan mide by Jonn °'. Loake who socian to have boon recognizod os & legal eurvoyor: at 
that tina. A survey iad plat was msde by Hunter Pool in 1821 by order or the t-¥n 
trustees and is orronsously considered by mmny to bo the original plnt of the torn 
thoish 1t {fs doubtloss a correct survey of tho tom origim lly lid ont. Itina 
“mittor of conretuli tion thet thu oriminil founder of ths eity was a mn of t sto, 
intellegenee und liborality for to the gonorous with of the streets donitad by him 
and the symotry of ths square the eity is indebted for the baruty, nortness -1d ro- 
gularity for wien it hes vo grout and just roputation. Tha pecular ongle of the 
strects it being S4 dcgreusa nena Oe es a dasoa man on account of tho conforration 
of tho bluffs around the string that made this tho ae that rxonld suitibly en=- 


clore tio snrin in a town square without loss of xxx pronnd on one side or she other 


this arrungonent mide Jofforson Streot the basis of the survey. And enclos2d tha 





erring neurly in the center of its sauzro and it is unfortunate LoOcetr acon tant 3 
singie foot of lnnd on that square suguld ever have buen donated to tuildings puryoses,. 
It ou,ht to hive beon ixdo public property onolosed and suitably inmmroved f:r reecrt 
of ne citizons durin; tho suamor sansonse T omorrow if we ag TORAS Ce: Cum Gm Goce: 10 
“and soit ourselves on the old stony house or on }licns rock 4 ponutiMl] poanorm xyould 
bo srrond at ous fort. “way off to tho hills of (4k VYivor we would noo pleutitions 
aftor plontation marked by boundaries of fence or hadga like sara yart chocker bai.rd 


With squsres of every variety o7 nanda from the bright ° 
Ole Op TO tenon ei ss SO cesT 


somber hue of the cedar mountrins off to tie rast we em)d sce the throad Live track 
of the riilri-da and oceisiofolly tho short rhite quick puff oF the locomotive draring 
{ts line of eara -ni lookine sotha.rt throurh tho lene mountain yancros xo reuld see 
the silver glenm of the wators of ennesceo beyond Neary Trail ‘ountain an it mkos 


Q :nGOr a *) r 4 te 4s 
smourTin= curve norr tha inciont City of Triana and mikos abro:d oxn nse of its 


2.6 
wators. MPoyond wo would noo tho south Mountain Nines nonk bohind pook until thoy 
mollow tn tho dluo hizo in dlotant horizon. And lovoltost of All wo would see our 
Littla city nootling nt our foot its broad whita atroots oloarly: dofinad and ite 
potion squar: rith ahruboery Intowminslod ith tho wlte vulldings not like jevols 
ovor the surfco of ths Little roand bowl surrounded by the @reon mount sins ond hi¢h 
Innds shile wo conld trrco tho sllvury wa lors Cro the avring until loot in the distant 
foronts. It 12 roll vorth the toil of aucending tho nountains to look unon ‘hic rag 
nificent pancram. “ut 1f ra could ro back to 1609 nnd see this wnlley 4s ovr ane 
gestora cava it, tha view would be quito a contrat to its presont appearince. 3} 
mount*7in fdee thie:ly covorod with cedar wound In sinuous course to Fores Iii)] then 
there wis 1 dorroe7ion iintil near the bluff over the sering there was a round rocry 
knolle Cut ‘outh 24 west wan vast exransoof low m:rahy AYamp ground this knoll 
from the “hitesburch “i“s around to the Verridinnvills noid entersnersed with lare 
ponds rhere the vitor etood and stagactad until lsto in summer And eyo a damp un- 
Fholocoms apreirince to the yalley that soomoed condiderably below the level of the 
ourrounding County. On overy side wis a vost {ntorminrled forest broken here. and 
tnore hy tho sottlors. ‘round ths little knoll in this lov basin 
and ercening out ta tho direction of "ones idge could be seen here and there the 
brown loe eatuins of tho town se. ttored horo snd thore in the openine mde in tha forest 
and seareely atscarnidlo fa tho heavy growth of tinier encompassing tham. “hile the 
vier cn: mont unnrouining yoi hore ous sacestors sith thotr usual forosirht sax thea 
gora of tho f:turo city unc time, pitionce, and perseverance gave their hones fuitiion,. 
There hac doen a yact oxrenditure of lnbor and money in grading and levelin: our 
strocta an@ squares ane {t+ soon bruught # wonderful cliange in the anrenrance of thea 
tome Tho nizo of the sguaros was in conformity to the act oF the legislature est>bdlish- 

Psi 
{nc tho town rhich was called Tiickonhaa until Lobe shon the nune wis changed to 
Funtsvilloe In th: yoir LSJ] the loud office wor tranefarod Norsininen mer rd “ded ad 
aAdéei to tr. inportunce and prosperity of tha elty. John Read was rorister in tre 


land orlice at tho timo of the tronafer snd cure horo about that timo and wont into tha 


AY 
horo about that tine and wont into tho morcanttlo business in wnich he rominad und 
_prooperod for no rly halfa contury. Tho purchtacd lot io. 42 now Sch udias Corner 
lot Noe 43 now the Tnsurance corner, extonding half way wp Conmoret=2 row on rhich threo 
 gtoro housos wers built ata very onrly day. Luthor and Calvin “organ yut up a houso at 
tho Me Me cornor of tha Square, lony known ns Gilbert corner to the roar of vhich and 
fronting on Fr-nklin <t. C. C. Clay hid a law offico. Stephon onl firat bought the lot 
No. 4% extonding along comoreial row froin John Roads unror cornor to tha x E. corner 

of tho sq. Tie Also purchzsed the suuth half of lot Io. 51 that 1s situated at the 
corner of Gatos nnd Vadison Sts, and is still owned by his widow who now over ninety 
yours or .gec survivos the list of tis generation of nlonoers wore here in the yeor 
“1809. John Nesd slo vullt a house nt tho ::chaudios cornor which he sold to Allen 
Coopor in the your 1°13 who lived thero for a long period and was succocdod by old 
David T. “nox the old Silver Snith so woll known to all old aettlors, (n tha ane 
side of th: sq. wero “ands and Sullivans housos now stand John Srowa and Remo L SOL 
built brick stor housos which wera tho first on that side of tho 8je Tho old Rell 

| Tavorn firnt owned by Clayton Valbot twico burnad and robuilt occupied the site of the 
/ Holding block 3. ox tha age and at tine time was the most protentious buildin, in tre 
olty. The trive Corner wis first bought by ono James Brock who bullt a house upon 1% 
The first marxet houso was near tho old Boll Tavorn and was cxrried to its present 


locition stout the yoar 1633. The first recomlod silo of Town lots was lot HG ewO7 


601d undur att chsont at “heriff sale and bought by Ce C. Clay and otophon Exing for 





thirty seven dollars. It 14 tho lot which tho Chapman building at tho corner or 

— 

Yutes ani Nenry nov occupies. Tho lots on C omrorcial row averaga about sevea hundr 
and fifty dollars and tho whole blouk a little ovor two thousand dollars. POT sa ort 
Bollin; the south half of the aaw town to tho Comnisstoners resorvod No. 71 ana 72° 

or "anson lot no: occurind by A. He. “ison and No. 3. 57 ond 28 boing the S haict of the 


Holdin; block owned then by Toal Be Rose. Tho ontire block %. of tho sa. oxce-t the 


ePround occuritos by the Ball Tavorna was bought By Neal B. Rose a portly Cnelishoz.n who 





Was in ti» mere ntilo business for aura times T ho commissionors sold tho creator part 
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of tho couth postion of thn old town in rholo lotsa and toy woro all ata reae of bo- 
twoon tho yoir 1809 and 1816. They hna thirty two torn loto nnd thoy arrronted about 
a thousind dollara tht waa applied to tho aotien of public hulldings, Popo sub- 
FOr his loto on North sido of tho town and sold tho most eligibdlo lots in smll 
Ray tnh lots and roulized more than doublod tho amount that was obtained for the 
South half of the town. He, about tho yenr 1615 curvoyed an addition to the town 
| from the south boundary of [ne town to tha Township line whoro many of tho old 
sotzlers purchased residonces and whore now {1s located the most yluable town 
property. This addition was not recordod and cannot be accurately described but it 
endraced that part of tho town south of ‘iilliam st. and Mnst of Lincoln out to John 
: «nana lino which ran from C. 0. Shophords South to the turn on Lincoln ven tel te 
toracction wlth Randolph. Thore lots wore of large aroa somo of then containing 
throo or four acros. I here Givo their location as noar as my MToTEnt Ton pormits 
Gaon william St. Madison St. Adam Avenue and tho Township line south to Facans 
wroox. The northern portion of this quarter of town settled vory slowly and a large 
part of it was bought in larce lota. George Steola purchasing all the land fron 


Bincoln St. <astwird between Clinton and Randolph to Brahans Line. J, Kk. Lylentixs 


thasod by J. 7. Velung and the lots East of Adams Avenue and South of 1ntthews lot 
Dist and <‘d, “hites lot on Test of Adama Avenue and running westwardly to South rest 
eorner of the Gowns. Bibbs now Georre Barnes Homestead running on continuation of wog¢ 
boundary of said lot 7:0, yards and includod down to tho creok betweon Adams Avenue 
Qid Yagan- Creek. Rotreon Clinton and Molnos was low and marshy and very few houses 
Fore built tere until a eennar te rety recont dato . “hen Calhouns addition was made 
to tho torn and Calhoun and “toole Streots loeatod pirtios who had bdourht up to the 
pla Prahan line mide Oxchain-og with Nee who purch*sed in tho now burvey and this 
piuiread their lots with the stroets., Stenhan Cxyton and Vn, Gormley wero anong tho 
Birst to sottlo south of Nolnos St. and inl857 Thomis HH. Huwlott built the house 


L6r0 S, GS. Darwin now ronides and Ioninh Dill on the corno® East ofr hin, tho l-nd 
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on which ho built occupios two lota in tho Calhoun “urvoy from Holmes St, to a St ro- 


4 
a 


gervod botwoon aiid lot and Groon Acidemy lot which wis dooded about the year 182? or 





| . ens 
(1623, by John Brvhan to the Trustoos of the Acadeny.Dofora 1857 thero woro no housos 


- 
- 
« 


Porth of Nolmos St. excapt Cormolys and V. A. Hinda on tho quartor sec. line nonr where 
{t o10a5's Holnos St.. ) 
In tho ‘tool purchis0 alone Rindolnh St. miny good building were orocted from tho 
corner at . H. liinco honse, including Huntsville College to lato rasidence », 7, Staals 
{nceluding mich viluable property oni all the lots wore sold and buil% on South of mne 
rolph to J. J. Dono;ana plice. Tho diagram on the opposito page gives an an;roximite 
idea of tho position of tho tow wlth regird to the quirtor soction lines the center 
ot s0d~ 56 Was south of Holmes 5t. noar tho Jas. V. A. Hinds little brick heuse. The 
quartor soc. lino running thonce %. passed nor tho intorsoction of Creon St. ani More= 
midian Pike ind cornered N. of Hondorcon Brindone Will. Tho N. We quarter of the soc. 
wis purch sed by tho pirties thoso n mos fro on the dinrran but William Patton fimlly 
bought all of the subdivision as m:rkad except Brancons. The Braondons old to’. EH. 
worthan snd he sold the property to the fA, & Co Re. Re Tho railroad company divided it 
into toun lots ane sold muny of them and thore is a largo pomulatton on the beat “outh 
of th> quarter sec. lino out to Holinos Gt. Dno depot buildings aro situated near the quip 
tor section lino Jeffurson St. producod. In tho your 1800 bothethe Sqse north of the 
Court hisuse from sq. to llolaos St. and Ur. jy.vid Mooros fine rosidence immediately North 
of Holos ‘‘%. wore doctroyed by firo and a considerablo portion has boon rotuilt -ine 
tho war. Dre 'oore hid a Gin houss north of his rosidence on the «in lot mirked on tho 
EAp. Thit part of “attons vourchiso on Groen St. is suid to have boon the location of a 
gravo y.rdc prior to th» purchase of thy present comot:ry in 1824 and tho principal burial 
place wis shere the brics cott2zge now stinds. Mayor wn. Flomning onc Lovan Shephe-d wore 
azon,;* vh.u old»st sottlors W of Holnos it. gince tho wir a new St. onllod Yalker St. fist 
boon survoyod i of Holaos along which ar mony snur, new houses on dasirabdlo lots. This 
part of t.a town is oren to tha N. and is the most nloisant mrt of tho city {n summer 


excent the: Konnedy and “lan Tlaceo on the Vorridian Rond. Both sido- of the ctaro come 


parit.veiy new sottlowonta but mony food houses aro locutod along the Meridian Pike for 
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tho diatanco of tuo mflos from town. Thia part of tom shown on tho Gincran hk, of 


Holmos St. tho soat of nearly all tio mnufacturing ost blishmonts and should Funtsvillo 


ovor ba 2 manufacturing etty hero will bo tho eroat business and industrial “coztor, Afto> 


the dbullding of tho. & e R, R, tho town driftad in tha €iroction of the corot and the 


largor part of tho {mnrovomont on es Holaes and Clinton, especially that part zest of 


ae Sortae Creek was built up to ‘ous extant dofore tho war but aftor the war more 


ranidly on tho now ts, onened on tho addition mado by tho H. & C. Re Re to rit on church 


Mill ond ‘rma "t. thore wag ranid imnrovoment but the removal of the shops to Tuscumbla 


in 1870 was a hoavy blow to thie part of tho town within the last two yeirs the intuguzal 


of tho Cotton ractory the cotton seed ofl mill and Carry Cotton choppor Factory have mide 


a chango for tho dettor and 1% acoms likely that 1 vartoty of manufacturing estublishnents 


are likoly to sprin;: up in this locality nnd roturn to a prospority more portcnent than 


that based on the otprico of a corpomto body. Yost Holnos eke Fas knovto the carly 


Oh as the wostec n road and on this s*root wou tho old school house a short adistanes 


bolow the i{ntersoction of Gallatin Bt. with Holmes on tho N aide of of Holnes St. In thig 


Vv 


Bereet 3ls0 was tho ori¢inal Methodist Church for which John Price donated a lot, Hig 


purchase Was from Pope's addition wost to Bluo Spring Creek botwoon Holmes S%t. and Puntse 


Ville branch and comprise the lands from Sledges Alley to tho Croek from Clin 


Holnes 


ton to 


‘%. Gud part of tho land betwoon Clinton St. and Spring Branch which wes éividod 


into 94 lots,cach fronting fifty f:et on Clinton and Holmes and running back to a central 


line betwoen then. Fron tho junction of tho Athens and Pulaski Road a considerable 


villago sprung up running Nand % which was separitod from Huntsvillo. ‘The Tiolds of 


Jae. Clomnons nnd thos. and nm, Brandon, tho lnttor reaching up to Jofforson 72. with 


heir negro quarter at Johnsons and “asloys corner. This suberbd to tho city was on 


lands purchane.’ by Honry Bibb and Noil and Biddle and na called Mochanicavilloe. 


Jomesg 


Barclay erected a mill noir where Hondercon Arandons non stands, And up the troek noaz 


Church Gt. Jares Clemens had 1 still house, Willis Pone ommed oll tho land in soc, 1 %. of 


a 


| Whitesburgh Pike to vr. Davia “oor’s lino and rottled tho Manning (Davis Grove) plscoe 


tho part of the town south of "asans (Dry} Orook io now cxcops tho Ewins placo in 
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front of whfoh ran the Triama Noid. PMartain Millor and Ppotor Nass boucht the lands 
on which the old tanynrd stood oxtonding from Honry Gt. north of Yavis lino up to the 
Spring and down tho spring crook to Stophons myingn land on tho north of quartore 


* gootion lino Millo-s tnyard was a place woll known to tho old sottlors and “artin 


~willor kopt 4t up for norrly forty yo.re and realized a handsome fortune. On the nill 


wost of HNenry Ste. south of tho spring was the old ?’cXay house where Mra. Mekay educitad 
.o lcrge nunder of the ladios of Huntsvillo kooping up a school for *tronty-five yoirs. 


The Bacluns put up the first mill noar tho sit» of tho old Adam Hall nil ana thay nlso 





had o biking astablimmront opposite the cornor of Willi:ms and Wadicon St. opzositp the 
corner of Hollingsworth. Dr. Mvid oore also had a horso mill at tho N ride of his 
gin lot on Maridian pike south of tho Xennedy house noarly omposito the intoranction of 


walker St. with woridtan Pika, (in the yoar 1825 tho trustoes of Nuntscyille vo a per- 





nit to Runtor Rool by contract to eroct wator works for uso of City. This contmot 
stipulated that Hunter Pool in one year from dite should put up a hydraulic wheol that 
would carry the water to a reservoir with sufficilent elovation to supply tho city with 

: water. The rosorvyoir to have a capacity of one thousand cubic ft. tho pipes to ie buried 
a surficient depth to kcep than from froozing and also %o provont obstruction in tuilde 
ing and opening the stroots, Nuntor Peol was to havo control of water ratoa and ras 
ontitled to the procooeds of witor. Jas. Loroy Tope gavo him the privilego of erecting 


\ 


a! = 
@ dan across the spring and building a house not over 20-H IX. ab the dam to cover his 


sarclay who wag 4 practical tachinest and together they built tho resorvoir and on- 
atructod tho waiter works and with tho ecvoption of tho introduction of otre:n poor 
ney are but little chancod from thoir first construction and havo stood nearly alist 
yours. / Tho corporation wus oxtondod ono milo ina sq. from tho Court Fouse which in 
1573 was roduced by the lociolature to its prosant limits. The sce. linos are laid 
off by dotted lines with number of sections on their conters which shows thit tho first 
corporntion and the greator part of tho socond corpomtion wero in Sod. 36. The rrasont 
corporstion includys noirly the wholo of Sec. 26 Te SN. We Also portions of “ec. Sl 


fod 


Te Sit. 2. Of Soc. 6. to HE, and pirt of Soc. 75 and 35. T. 5. Re We and of Soow I. T 4, 


— 
32 
‘ro ty. and oontiins an aron of 1440 cooly tho act of 1009, appointing Cowmis-Lonors to 


polvot and pruchaso a sito far public buildings, At wos oncotod that tho County sito 


Pn ould do callod Twickonham by which namo Huntovillo rim known until Nov. 25, 1811. 

Shea 1t rocoived its presont namo, Tho act of Noc. 8 incorporatod tho torn rith fivo 
truateus to govarn it wo woro rmquirid to solect a town constablo to colleat the ro- 
venue and for othor duties incident to tho office, Tho trustoes roro informed to assoas 
a tox from tho proporty holdors to riiso sovorail amounts of rovonue by tixation not to 
oxcocd tro-hundred dollars. On Novembor 29th., 1615 the chartor can ameaded by the 
torritory legislature ond it was enacted that five trustoss should bo elected annually 
by tho qualified voters 1% samo olection tho people olactod a tcan troasures, Q5:0350F, 
collector and Const blo to sorvo one yoor ond tho day.After thoir election tho trusteo 
elected ono of thoir nunbver prosidont of the board who constitutod a body corporate 

acd potitic undor the namo and style of tho Presidont ond Trustees of the tom of 
Ttuntsville. Gaid corporation to havo a common soal and to bo porpotual in thos and their 
gucoessors. The corpor:tion wan limitcd to a tix of twelve and a half conts ia the 
Luadsed dollars unlesn incrossed by voto of the proporty holders, Thoy were clcoo in- 
sovarod to lovy a tix on all carts,drays and wagons and other vohiclos for transnortation 
used for comnissions or hiro in the town. A lso to aproiht a chock of corporction and 
tho marcot snd publish tholr laws and ordinances by inserting in a notspaper or poste 
in= in a conspicous pli.co. Sy act of Nov. 16th 1818 tho following, lots of rosiconts 

XN o* Holmes St. along exton ion of Meridian Road and Groen St. woro included in tho 
eee StS lots of .lisha 3. Clark, ‘lex Ae Compdoll, “nm. %. Harris, *rancis Necmin, 
Fleming viard, Drniel Jere turphey, Nicholas Sheffiold, Clark Andrew, Cross, Tillian 
Stellan, and Thoraton tie Cook ah vag tho first addition to tho original corporstion. 
In Voo. tne limits wero axtonded to a quarter of a mile leaving out tho rart of thse 
lands of Thoms and illian Br-ndon froa tho corporate linite and about the come tino 
Joua Road, Jose cay und Nonry Stokes wore appointod additional Commissioners for theo 
City to fill vacancies invdo in tho body sinco tun act of 1809= Tho logislatura of 1843 -= 


44 oxtonded tie limits of tho oity to half a mile each wiy making tho corporation 


Conz.in one aquare milo “nd tho nime ind etylo of tho body,Politic wes chanped to 







red 
peosent atylo of tho Mayor and \idormen of Huntovillo and tho corpor.l offices Koro to bo 


eloctod by tho IMmyor and Aldormon, Thero woro four wirds ostablishon and olght Alder 


. 


mon to bo vloacted as nt prosont and thore wis no mitorinl chango until tho act of the 


Jast lozisiaturo of 1882-3 oxtondine tho wnayors torm to txo yonro ond roquiring ono half 


tho ipril elvction woro olectod for a lon tera of four yoars and tho othor half for 
two yourge. So that aftor April 1866 ono half of tho Aldormon torm will expire over txo 
; 

-yoars and the othor half will hold ovor so thit at tho eloction in April 1865, ona halt 


‘tho Gourd will bo olected for a four yoars term anit in 1883 tho other half for a like 


torm Gnd 60 on, ‘sho witor works aro under control of thn Corporarion as tho city at an 
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| 
-oarly day took control of them and haa sinco collectod nll rovenuo dorived from thax. 
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Tho turket Houso, Calcbooso «nd -ngino Houso wors built on the N. part of lot lo. “0, 
after the croat fire in 1860 and is a croditablo end substantial odifica. Ateths 
pecan aioe Cry of the war the corporation ownod ao handsome property in dmys, mos, 
‘horses and alaves ond thoy had done an inrmonso smoount of work in improving thse city 
vaieh thuy wero ablo to do with unusual facility on account of tho abundarco of gocd 
eee on tho ground and tho fine quarry of paving stono on tho part of }’onte Sano 
‘called nound Top from which has beon noarly all tho poving mfterial in the City. Fron 
che abundunce of fine limestono,sand, and claz in vicinity of tha oity for brick work and 
the magnificlout crowth of Cedar and Foplir tho buildings oF tho city arn of tho most 
substantial churactor and tho best wortamnchipe T ho old brick Court Mouse of 1515 is 
said to have boon a large convonien* building and it was so much olovatod above the 
sizo of thy present building that w.en the grading for the rresont building tas pro= 
Grossing and had been finished except tearing dorn and gr-ding tho sito of tho old 
buildings 1% stood on a mound como oicht or ton feat highar than the grado for the row 
building. in lovoling: the streets the rock waa utilizod for MoAdaomaing, buriiing into 
lino ond whon quirrios in propor simpo for dressing into shape and turning into buildings 
materiuls a lorzs protion of tho old buildings have boanms and rattors of fine red Gaur 
Corl é- 


ofa aizo and quility that,hardly bo obtained now any whoro in tho couth. The style of 


arcaitecturo of that diy was masivo and strong rather thin Qiry and graceful ang many 
- mQ any 





24 
of tho so old buildings aro still ot nding und soomingly ao good a5 vhon first built, 
tho vouthorn port of town has had long {mmunity fran flro As 1% ta onid thore neror 
hus beon Oo serious cunflagration on Cormoreinl om tril firoo haye bten of rare occuranca 
out in the dirnetion of Popos Jiill along Tranklin ‘troet and Adamo avenue ond in tho 
a@iroction aru otill to be soon the oquaro missive roay buildings that wero the {deal 
of our ancestors. Tho abolution of slivory bas of itsolf oxoarted conside-able influence 
on our archeotural tasto. ¥Yormorly the woalthior olasnes who ernsctod fino buildings 
bad a honio of slavos at thoir bock rud while the hond of tho fanily usually had rooms 
on thu lower story yet their guoats and younger monbers of the family dwelt in the 
uppor rooms and sorvints wore flitting constantly up and down the broad atairvays 
day and night attending %o the wants of tho fnmily and their quosts. The sorvants roon, 
vitchon and dining roon, dairy and otg wore ata convenient distanco from the min dwelling 


to remove fras thom the heat cnd annoyanco of these necos-ary arpondsges, Lind sas cheap 


and ample cpace allowed for vontilation and ovorything looked cool and comfortable, Put 


in the presont age waen labor is so precarious and tho mistress of *ho family never sure 
at what house che may bo loft at least for a time to attond to her household ‘ors, people 
in orecting their housos look at the practical side of the matter hence ra soe 2. tendency 
“> ons story odificos with wings or an L including Kitchen anc dinins rom and roll 
house and & Sorv:nta rood ull undor tho saicv roof all as near the samo levol cs possible. 
‘ood and watar conveniont snd overything under tho simo roof mikes the housekeepers 
guttos cuch lichtor than if they had to bo porrorned in buildings built on the old slavee 
holders model ov archoctural. Thus our gouthern torms ara gradually lozing taoi> eypyat 
massive look and old solid-brickx Wuflaines cone down for somo roason and two or time 

/ 
Cool low cottagus ornasented an to lroase end Columns with fancy wood work cnl prodibdly 
docomtcd in a varluty of colors slender iron or soodon columns take the plice of tho 
old Doric Columns and Capitals, Timber grows scarcor end dearer. Tno stylos grow nore 
licht and airy and tho tine is not far distant when {ron ina *houcond dbertutifal foras 
and contrivinces will work as gvont a difforence {n our buildings as wo now soo botweon 


the heavy wooden vridges of our ancestors and tho ctrong, light and gr coful structures 


©1 
qa 






from tho sheet opan lonaving somo little witor cmirso to tho groat wonder of the 
ASE batwcen New York and Brooklyn. Thoro ars miny intoracting .subjects ennnoctcad 

, with tho City of Huataville thas will bo troated hore nftor in tho history of tho 
“County and 29 tha real intontion of thoso artiolos rolating, to our tom and villagm 
was to convey sano ido of thoir sottloment and progronn until within tho mczory 

of the presont generation I have alraidy transgrossod my intended limits. The pros 
the linistry and tho bar, the notod mochanics ind fnrmor,cchools ~né Churches and 
the Charitnble and bonovolont associations afford endless miterial for s-etches aad 
the difficulty lies in waking judicious choice of mitorial in sich a great abundance. 
But: ac tho onrly soettlenon*ts generally hid som contor round which they resolved that 
: conerally assunod tho shapo of a town or villago so it appears to mo thit in sketching 
/ the sottlonsnt of those littlo towns Iam givo the clorrest idca possible of the 
sottliczuent of tho County. I havo alroady givon a currosory glanco of nos the sottl 


meats wore maissod at an carly diy and I now propose to show how theso difforencos 


in settlenonts partly doveloped the little torus in thoir midst, 
HAZEL GRiUEN 


The map of old i‘ndison shows that in 1809 thero was a considarable body of land tata 
up on tho Meridian lino botwoen Brinr Fork and 3arron Fork and here on both sides 
of eerond in sec. 19 nnd 24 a town with sevoral atorns tzo hotols ard sovernl 

| €rocories wig otirted soon aftor tho land sales in 1809 ‘at an early day the “inchestcar 
and Athens Road was opened which wan a main highway of Travelers going frea Tenn. 
Wectward and down tho ’‘eoridian Pike cano the wagons to and fron from Huntsville to 
Naxhville and back. And 1s tho groater part of the morchandise brought to Euntsville 
cumo thit routo 4% soon bocame a lively flourishing plico. Charles Cabinzoss, “illian 
Zotil Talioforro, Dr. D.vis, “muol Allon, Richnrd Cottsol and mony others Who noro 
Gen of culture anil woralth sottlod in the boarautiful an’ fertilo resion in and around 


“Hazol Creene. ir. icGohee built a mill two miles north on Feclors crock, Uazel Crocn 


becase a woll Known rocting plaice for travolors «nd when incorporated in 1821 it had 
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gnreo or four hundrod poonlo in its corporita limitse Tho cormmorition extunded fron 


seottona nomed noir where Robert Irwin thon hid a gtora 


V4 sate te ef a 
and run north, half a nile and two hundrat ards onst Ae wont on each side of tie 


Pho saith bound and of ths 


youd. Yor a period of noarly thirty yo.rs Wizol Groen m3 2 conaiderabloe ton, but 
tho enlendid lands in {ts noichborhood boonma the prono: ty of capitalitts who graucily 
rovded out the wiite population and brought nogroos inotord. mhoco larso proporty 


polders were gonorally enantes of little towns bocause thoy damorelizod the negrocs 


and thus it happonéd that whon the Townsends bought up the Country round old fazol- 
croca that McDavid mills (old 1icGoes8) became a stopping point and round ound Inn 
kont by tea. Hich Srown Soutt tho mich m.rriod womn for tho trovolors over the wostarn 
rood ond tho cotton patch snoroacheda on town lot aftar tor lot until tha wholo pleco 
wig at length absolved.e The Townsends diod just about tho tino of tho wir s2Z tro 
Innds wero divided into aa21l tracts and anld to wmhito sottlors, tho white popal:tion 


{g craduslly working ita way back and there 4p a probability of a rovival of the toun 


tg or near “‘cDavids old mill where there ia 4 stores. Tho Tovnsonds cleired up ali t%3 
fine lovol lunds nlong the rocd leaving thoir tinvor on the prokon lands on ocrsex :25t 
of the road so that tho purchaser of a small tract on tho roid would have to go two 

or three miloa cee timber tut this is a dostrablo Beanie in othor rcapocts and vould 
boa dagiratle locution for a lurgs solony tit by turning thoir attontion to stock 

and grain for which thio County fa specially adoptod would prosper ond rako this o=0 

of the most dosiratlo and valuable portions of tho western part of the County. 
oon morn{dignyi] tosses 

Stween tho Sriar Fork and Boavor Dam Creok oxtond from thoir junction wostward is a 
large extont of yaluablo and fortilo lands. Hero in 1609 was a largo séttlonont attach- 
“ thither by the fertility of tho goil and about tho yoar 1888 a town bogins to apring 
UY tait developed into a place of considerable trads, I do not find any act of ine 
rporation for this place. Josenh Fenwick first lnid off Tow lots for eale and in 

18 ownod tho larzor part of what is tho present tom, Aroumd rs is place ct cn erly 


te consrog:.tod mnny en of wealth and influenco among virem any bo montioned 2 .h 


: 
| 


; 


. e . ! 2 
forton, Thoms McCrary, Josiah Battle, David ery ei the Strongs, Darvins, Cornelius 
t- 2 


709s the Eldridges, Pruitts, Dougleps, PIOnpeORe and @ host of others who were forc- 


post in developing this fine region, Before the war the population was incroasing ond 


: 


faa few years miny of tho wealthy planters in ths vicinity would have gottlod in tho 


: toma for convenience of churches and schools and would have built up a flourishing 


tom but tho war dostroyed its prospects and for miny years thore has been but little 


enoug@ in tho place for better or worse. One notexorthy fact is that tho descendants 


of the old sattlers have to a considerable oxtent clung to their horitage in tha soil 


proboble for the very reasons that there ary fow botter localitics oll things considos . 


_od than this, and there certainly are no better citizons to be found in the County than 


the liboral high minded and hospitable community in and near this little village. 


Meridianville was co called from the fact that it is stiuated immediately on the Bcsia 


; Veridian of survey of North Alabama, Like all other localities in which there is a 


large area of fine open land its neighborhood was taken up in large plantations ane the 


negroes left there by tho war mkes a large mjority of the voters being in the pro- 


portion of nearly throe to one but the rolationo betwoen them and tho white populations 


havc usually teen of the most amirable character. 
Brownsboro and Maysville 


bout Maysville and Old Brownsboro ware some of the earlier settlements in the the 
Ieee of then coming here as carly as 18074 About that time John Lamberson, 
Soloman and Allon Ligsssongle, Charlos lieCartney and Goorge Taylor began the settlemont 
on Flint from the Belleforta Road down the river to presont site of Brownsboro. Ths 
Scotts and Hewletts camo s00n after snd John Brown also who first built a mill about 


talf'a mile above olf Brownaboro which ho afterwards carried down to the Broxnaboro 


W1i site and sold to Robert Scott, These old settlers oxpected to build a considomble 
) toxn about Scotts Mill Dam and Charles NeCartnoy laid off the western portion of his 
tet on west sido of the river opposite about midway betwoon tho depot and railrond 


“dee {ato town lots from <hich the town of Rrowmaboto dogan which was incorporated in 


so yer 1625. In Doecuber 1820 tho TLint Rivor wnvirition Comp ny wis incor sw ted 


yf which +19 fellowing woil known Citizens of that dey ver, “4neorperntors to wit. 


» 
, 
- 


sjuain:: Jordon, Goorge Tylor, John “yrawl, Stoyhen Tond, John ?. Yrovwn, James © c- 
sarhnoy, John Gr.yson, Davo Powvey, Mvid “Vwlkoer, “bunozor Byrem, «tephon “errocn, 
, 


w{llian Dorrick and D) vid Cobb. Thoy recoived authority’ to SUPTL YT) GO ULONS sos 


sudsetintions to the opening rnd fmprovemont of nevig tion from Ocper Milise CO GU eee 





to mouth of Flint River and it wis m de nindomeanor to ovstrnet the river in «ny 
sinnore 4 larce frelghting buslnesz wis done from this pleco in bete:ux or kesl Ux.tc 
eirried to the mouth of th: ° “or and thoir lo:ds trensferca to tha big Rrezdnoras 


gO 


as thoy were esllod, thit e:rried throo or fourgeilos of cotton. The acl barts 





eirricd fran sixty *%o eichty brles and th? boits wars pulled beck un Stereum vricth 
wig very easily dono vhon Tennes-co Rivor was ata high mirk ao Lt moat oudy ete: | 
neirly to .oods Vill and tho rest of tho wey a role w 3 uscaé on the sc scrd side 
while landward a min with a hook attached to a long vole eravved .) LinD wrest. a. 
on tha back and s1lkod the bont uo its full length from poiat to reas “ach he vouLd 


ies losse end aeain vo to tha point missing a inn Wno NIG taccr NOlG ech AG slat 
lonae and thus thoy wilkod the boat upstro mab tie site of cuowt three alles as 
ho... eounsboxro soon wis dotng considerii-le dbusinoga and continucs to floaricon unij 
til about tua ye.r 1340 when the Section aa it wis cxllod DOmin 60. Goes awe ere 


= 


It Wag at tio suith west cornoe of the loth Section or Tehgol lends and the en 
fanodi.tely south and wost were first owned by .encser Fyre a yt VOUS Dats ieyEe Fel 
Bbout the year 1628 atanyard and storo were put up at raysville sad savorel housss 
¥oro built south of ths 16th. Section, In 1340 Loo and ‘caver sere sorcchandising 

thoro and also ‘4lliam Gtowirt who put up a Cotton Gin on the voposit Tord. In the 
course of time tne Flint River wavigation Company disanpesrad ond Will 7 ..ias Gore pus 
into Flint Viver at points furtior south anil the Cotton wont to Taint “oek or wes 
hai od to fiashville. ‘Hany of tha old citizons loft for oticr LSCal i vLasmemongeoLnons 


iv iua Yiesteh and *4illiam wchols rho morchandyzed there fur sore timo. che mill at 


Soll F-ctory were eroctod and Brovnsvorodiclined stondily unvii 1% sas DOUGH VEU cic onl 


Ra as a ba Se Sh \ 


ome 


“ene oxcention of two or thro houses and the lesnds pnt inte cotton. scons the ese vinent 


-¢itizons who onco lived thon wore Dr. “Im, Anderson and Jauts Cant who reat to whe notch 


we 





-pornood of Holly Springs Mississippé and ere prominent mon’ in that coccunity Bea: 


: i= 
a ee oe a 





tawlor settled in the noichborhood about tho yeur ISIS on a forty acre trict oF lind and 


a 


at ils denth owned a large p}antation round old Rrovnsboro. “Rev Thon the sixteenth 


aa ee 


goction OG00000008-»4-ef-mavavilie-is-sttn+ted--ai-1tid-off-sown-loesa-anG-048 coll cn 


“thee 


stconrt and B. B. Nunnally bought the creater section on which mrt of tnersville is citui- 


osey 2 wh v 


tai and laid off tozn lots snd-the placre was incornornted undor the mm of Yiysrilie 3 


o—y 


and soon grow to its present dimensions and it has about held its ora until tha -e ans 
timo. It 1s a pleasant healthy place with an abund nee of fine wator and is the conto 
of an ordorly farming comunity. tim Stowirt is ‘the only survivor of the pioneers o1 “sae - 
place. Brovnsboro has moved to the enst sido of the rivor at tho donot and a 2 =-- amo 


‘snmount of cotton is shipped annually _from thnt point. Two miles south of Drovesuozo rat 


the limit of the old settloments and miny of then wore among the oldest in the Caum.c;. 
New Lurket----- 


Joseph Criner Isane Crinor,Stophen lc Broom Samuol Davis and Lakan Rico sattled in wt.c 
‘Vicinity of New Market in IS05 and 6. Gurland Miller ctmo there about the yess 7703 
‘ut foriminy ye rs there was no settlement at New Markot. The first voting plac .:7 

old Hillsboro and romined there until after the State was scnitted into the Union. 

Gaorge Smith and Lahin Rice entered the lands on which New tnrkot stands abont tno yenr 
1809. The “hitmins, Ricos and Millers sere proneers 4n the town of Now Marker shich was 
Incorporated in the vear I838. The Buyless B ragss Clums Rakors Hombricks anc*ceo. 7. 
Jonos eee rly settlers in the vicinity of tho present town,.whosa descend@ints still 
live {n the neighborhood and are an orderly industrious and thrifty peonle. New voriot 
his been 2 tarivine nrosnercus little tom for more than fort, sc.rs and has incrensed in 


Population und tride since the wir it is in thomidst of 4 fine fammin~ recion 2 5 a 

bY, 
a ‘. we Oe Anwr nant eG *+- ate padatied 7- | WAR 
‘lourishin- Acadesy 2 fino massonic hal) and ehurag and miny nowt und t.sty pri. ce res 


\onta. Tae land in the noighborgood is gonerally o-ned by small families who 4: 


beak yoor 1525. In Doccwver 1820 tho Flint River wavinition Comp ny wis incory ow ted 



















of rhich +19 following woil known Citisors of that dry ner? Ancorpermtiors to wit. 


“” 


. 
sjunin:: Jordon, Goorge Tylor, John “yrawl, Stoyhen Tond, John ?. “rovwn, James © c- 


cnrinoy, John Gr.yson, Davo Poevay, Mvid wulkor, “bunocor Byram, -tephon “erroca, 


¥.lian Derrick and D vid Cobb. Thoy recoived sutnority to supply don tions «1. 


gubsetintions to the opening ond improvemont of nevic tion from Ctpttins Seotes Piil 


se PL VeS kee eleg 


to mouth of Flint River and it wis nm de 4 miademeanor to ovustrnct 
minnate 4 larce freighting buslnes? wis done from this pleco in batenux or kesl vais 


eirriod to the mouth of th: > “or and thoir lozds troensferca to tho big Rrendncras 


gO 


as they were enllod, tht e:rried throo or fourgeilos OL COULOn Smee mata mid 


naa 
-S wae 


dows cya im yom f y's 
VP Oe Oe) ee eee Ores 


eirricd fran sixty to eichty beles and th: boits ware pulled beck ur s 
wie very easily dono whon Tennes-co River was at a high wmirle ag Lt moc? oudzy ow tos 
Pnoirly to .oods Yill and tho rest of tho wey a role “3 uscd on the sc ard side 
wiile landward a min with a hook attached to a long vole gradbed 1 limb or Stalin: 
on tha back and silkod the bont up its full leng‘h from point to Pear Vien NCeoorLe 
int loise ind aeain zo to tna ante missing a imin Wno nnd toca hola shen ho let 
lonaw ind thus they walked the boat upstro mab tie site of cuous three MLLES az, 
ho..Pe eornaboro soon wis dotny considerii-le businoga and continucs to flocricn une 


til about tuo yo.r 1540 when the Section as it wis called bocan to Gra itive eo. 
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It was at tho su.th west corner of the loth Section or SOHO L CLiLRU acelin, mo cese teri 


ro] 


fanodi.tely south and wost were firat owned by .eneser Fyre na aye LUM RY Depa s Sie 
about the year 1628 atanyard and storo were put up at Vaysvillo saa savers] housss 
Wore built south of ths 16th. Coction, In 1440 Lovo and ‘caver “ore merchandising 

| thoro and also “illiam Stowirt who put up a Cotton Gin on the vcposit Tod. In the 
eCourse of time tno Flint ivory vavigation Company disarpenrod «nd Mill Toss wera pus 
into Flint liver at points firtior south an: the Cotton wont to Sint’ ock of wos 
hasiod to jiashville. Hany of tha old citizons loft for otter Localities * mong othors 


ii ica Yisteh and *illiam Schols vho morciandyzed thera fur core timo. ne Pelee 


Soll F:etory wore erocted and Brovnsvorodéclined stoadily unvil it was .11 bought upyeta 


} 


exe axcention of two or throo houses and the leads put inte cotton. wsong the woo vinent 


‘¢{¢izons who onco lived thon vere Dr. “m. Anderson and Jauts Cant cho reat to wie nuishe 
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“pornood of Holly Springs Mississippé and sere promincnt Men si 2 Silt esCOnccON Lov acer ah vir 
tawlor settled ‘iP the noichborhood about tho your ISI8 on a forsy acre trict of lund and 
at ils donth onned a large p}antation round old Arownaboro. “#88 Thon the sixtoontn 
section Pon onot et nec yoviniotsncbeee tod tnentsd ofs-teca-Lote-nad—rin SOL eee 
s¢coart and B. B. Nunnally bought the creater soction on which part of lnysville is situi- 
tai and laid off town lots snd.the placce waa incorportted undor the mime of trysville , 
and soon crow to its present dimensions and it his about hold its ova until the ve ant 
timo. It is a pleasant hoalthy place with an abund nee of fine wator and is the cuntor 
of on ordorly farming comunity. tm Stowirt is ‘the only survivor of the PaoneccS Gr elu = 
place. Brovwnsboro has moved to the enst sido ef the rivor .t tho donot an@a lo-s ax 
snount of cotton is shipped annually _from thnt point. Two miles south of Tro:esuoro was 


the limit of the old settloments and miny of then were among tho oldest in the Couns;. 
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New PMurkete---- 











Joseph Crincr Isane Crinor,Stophen lic Broom sanucl Davis and Lahan Rico sattled in tic 
vicinity of New Market in IS05 and 6. Garland iiller como there about tho your 
but foriminy ye’rs there was no settlement 2t Now Parcot. ene firs. vocing places: = 
old Hillsboro and romined there until aftor the State was “cnitted into the 
Gaorce Smith and Loahin Rice entered the lands on which New ivirkot stands abont tho yerr 
1809. Tho “hitmang, Rices and Millers sere proneers Gn the vovn of Kow iarker vhich was 


tneorporated in the year 1838. Tho Buyless B ragss Clums Nakors hombricks and Geo. 7. 


Jonos were a rly settlers in the vicinity of tho present storn,.wnose descendants still 
live in the neighborhood ani are an orderly industrious anc theirs; peopis. Now Morse 


hig beon ° tariviice nrosnercus littia tovm for more than fort; 3 


Monulation mnd trade since the wir it is in the midst of a rip fe 
Le, 


‘lourishinr Academy 2 fine massonic hal? «nd churag and meny nov 


\ionta. Tho land in the noighborgood is gonerally o:ned by sm71l families who turn ¢h 






pontion to atoci and aes und aro dn a ied sinckiaees This is tho tr: tse 5 


aie which has contributed on a remrkubl: degree to the peace and prosperity of tho 


> toe 
Extinot Villigus------- 


I have: noticed briefly the towns in the orig sini County of indison ond nould “tiiid 

to give fuller dotails of the'r grouth and progress. Aas there aro mony intcrestirs ‘ 

reniniscences connected «with them @rom which could bo obtainod tho mtorial for an onte 

taining volume but ‘ould excoad the scops intended in ny skotches of our old Gounyy-®. »-r 
county tons «But bofore I tuko up again tho history of the County there aro 4 fer 

toms thit once existed either in the imagination of the projector or had their brio? 
aristencn nd thon aieiprerrods while Brownsboro and Hazel Creon re web thoir ninas thouk 
with somo change se locality ths villnges I propose to prossrve fron Cn In tno. 
‘ottlement of the County many sottlere Crom tho State of Tennos-ae came down and sottles 

soa. why “Penent derosit road as tor Geim down aos B rovnsboro. The Settlonunt alss 

~ tended Zastyanily from tho Narridian mo in the direction of Flint River vbridee about 

Thich a lerce anigmtion gathered Done yee i mi19 up Barron Fork from its mouth or 

juuaction with crdiar Fork at tho bridge, Mr. Hardan built a mill where in IBI2 a voting 

place zag established. Near thore on the higalxnds south of the river was laid offa . 

en to be cillod Innchester which in the courss of timo was known Ga‘ Clascocks and if 

"rs had been a mmifacturing community thore would doubtless have boon a flourishing 

mn established at that point. But the tell Factory conrany took down the old mill an 

Zd the sottloenont was broken upe Yat the diy inly como when the splendid wator powor in 


¥ 
* 
> la wicinity will de utilized and a New hnchostor may ston from the ashcs a tho old 







ac {s sincular that snile there is not half a dozon settlots in the Country; that cor 
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Neollact thst such a town wis over oven contaapl:tod yot Any ono w 


ho 13 curtous to loc a Oe 
a 










‘»nchoster can do so on any largo mip of the “trto “nore it is Paver. UL GOON Site. 255 


a 
; 

m3 
i er 


,ottors on «inchester Road just a short distance eastwardly from *the Yorks of the viver 


be 
= . 


Yer 


in my’ sketch of New Markof I have already mentioned Tiillsboro ss tho original voting place 


E cot that pirt of the County and any one who will look 1t tho County TAp will iond ics 
she ULllsboro Road leaves ‘Winchester Road at Mr. Ropers goes by tho Blankenship place 
and Hoores Will just beyond which it turns cast from the sulphur Spring Road by Dr. 
vscons and um. M. Stones crosses the river at Bledsures ford tacnco by old Detnoacy sit 
sxirting tho Sledce place anérossing Hesters creck neir the iino betweor Tali:nfcoo0: ld 
ieoraker, ~Spyewsere-abais—-tje-pya-yos¢ Somo where about the old mill on the side Pai das. 
F stdc0 was Hillsboro hird to locate corroctly and rome;mbored by fou, 
| gonda was also the sito of a considerable villago thon at the crossing o 
Do hanoavend roads when the father of Jas. Be Ellis:the proscnt ownor kent public house 
_and where there was generally one or two storas. Ha tieOeUiLoatvais S100 Olemilves. 2c: TUS% 


sbovo hich water mrk was laid off a considerable town by old man Jacobs Caniain fc 


in Comniny and whose house was the first voting place established in vast sarv o. 9 


changed its name bo whitesburg that stpll lives and flourishes. but wost 2 Blue Snring 
(reok near Henderson Brandons mill Eonry Bibb ,James Burclay and others laid off ik 

suvurd to Huntsville to which I;havo alroady alluded under the nome of Mechanicsvili-. 

/ gsunmer resort on Monte Sano was a favorite project of many of the old sottlers cul- 


ty a 
nating in laying off ho town of Jéigduta in [852 lots were sola near the famous cid e542 


fa) 


spring and several excellont house erectod. The Monte Sano Torr Turnpike was run to 


: 

| 

E ‘riborty had a short existence and took the livorty to move to tie river and 
| 

| 

| cold Spring and but for the war this wolld soon have bon a flourishing summor resort. Tha 


Town as laid off containod eighty acres and neir it was‘the Nowe Academy built oF Mounvain 


ot 
© 

fH 
> 


sindstone where James Rove kept up a femile seminary for many years. it is qui 
whut. the turnpike will be repaired and a hotel built at no distantday Yor it is made 

(ae Ache 
itenssible and convonitnt it will be one of the most charming and hoalvhy summer reso. 5 


in the South. 


Triana--—------—---- 


rabbs aftorwacais Flotchner Forn on tho County lino wns aad OlG csosgeine slice lon 

Tonnasses tivor beforo the ‘hitos oceupiod tne County and one of tc Pisct roads 
ononed vy legisliture encataent was up tho county lino to Rurras: Bel cA. sco 
miles north from Tennessee River froa Crabbs VYorry 1% was intended to onon & road 
to Tuscaloosa but thore wis no favorable et to for 3 waryee ts in tho noighsor-= 
hood and thors was a road from Trianna down tae river +5, eae Torry. Tro Chickse 
sams at the beginning of tho ceutury had a sottlomont at the Dig “rairic noir Urs. 
ice's placo which was the only trace of a largo satvlomont in the counsy arate 
tha white peoplo, whon thoy oxplorod tho county found in tho midst of sn dcroncs 
forost growth a tract of lend in a circulnr form as cloar of tinber sad unceogrowen 
as a town moadow wiere Indian traditions scy was once 2 lerso Indian Te 3 orem 
as Chickasaws old fields to the first oxplororsa of this region. She voli 
farming recion shown in 2p No 2, as I have alroady st.ved sas tken up rl. 
and genoimlly by mon vith largo e.pital. Ono of tha first acts or tho losisla= 
ture dated November 13, 1919.Abou% ono yoar aftor the lind sales,was tas | octe 
portion of the town of Triana, ‘The corporato limits tins as followss 

ocinnin; at mouth of Indian Crook and running up its onst epi@lsw Hoy imowhny fem “poperetayat 
(Fore). tnonce rest to “est Boundary of Vt. (:cc. 22, tNonco south to a vou. 
Tennossew river fifty yards from low water mark, thence vith tho river to iv: 
beginning. HEnanry Chanbors, william Adair, John 7, Lisds2y and -Taoms nibo 
trusteco for the town entored the wost part of Sec 22, and Tr, “se “7, co... 2 ing 
throo hundred «nd nineteen acros ind a town was 1lsid off in 1650 by H, Saronic 
woll known encineer who drew an oxcellont mp of tho New Towne On BLS veLOoOts. 
Tho Indian Croek Navigation Company was incorporated with econ Tope, Thomas 
2 oa : : ; 
férn, Stephen ©. “wing, fienry Cook and © muol Haggard os commissicners. # stoce 
co.}ony to receive subscriptioné of stock in snares of Gifu OusicerS sae cute Op COL = 
pany whan the cum of ten thousind dollars wis subscribed were to cloct «. -resiécnt 
and procved to open Indian Crook from Huntsvillo 40 2 viGnNids ecNGAGTOr =. .shercee 


w. 3 made nuvigable for boats Grawing ton inches One Wetter tl. Oy siCLO LC DOnerchie va Soe 


soive toll at tho rite of two dollars pur von ow Frei. 


Prouttes (Muttons Mill) was froo. 


Co.missioners and waa tho lending 


thts compiny to construct a canal 
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necessary to open Indinn Crnok to Navigation. And the Cancel was dum from vs.cs- 
, 

ville to the mouth of Lyrds Spring Creolz below ‘cklins (ill. Although the centre 
prise was prosecutod with energy and scintific MDiatiien CO Owoct, «iC CO 7.57 had 
presorved in thoir undertaking until some of then woro driven to RipeCCrer On. t..nc— 
ruptcy, it was ascortiinod that it was umpracticable or ct BONS UerGs cero 1 ei ble 
venture Sond the work wag finally abandoned. Indian Crcex by tho accossion cr 
Wurricane Fork at Lanioers, Byrds Spring a% Acklens, and Darren Pork halr . “La 
frowfonnessoe Sivcr carrios a largo body ODM VOLOFMVORLORNOGCCOM ULV CS 6) ibis. 25 85 
found very difficult to obtain sufficiont wator oven with a systen of hig ap leye 
locl:s to run botts to tho Yennossoo bottom. ind aftor tat the buck waters in “ht 
wintor and spring required considerable Inbor in dredging and dcoponing oS roculsr 
boat channel. Tho wealthy and onterprising population av the tise in ana ns 
Trianna bofere railroid transportation had been thousht of could fuirly pr suce 

hat o large cotton point could be ostabiished av Trica Serayeh Ah Veer ey Rien prctiswe eg heen Ey bata 

yr surpassing huntsville would probably find there LGGMLOCS UCiver Ueno) 7 OL 2 ant aly, 
circuastances justifying this opinion. In tho first picco on tho estsblicw.c.s 
of succesful navigation from Huntsville vy Tadioneerco rl. 1b SOULS DOCH a Ti? 

4 

point of transfor of a.large amount of tho Cotton and goods Tor the ercstor sort 
fon of the County. ‘he town wis finally located on an Clevyated point With tho boco 
Succes tani vivor end slopin= back over 1 SK GOTO S foe sabre strc iauey Bee eins: 
*sunbry nurch from tho river cudup and down some cevoeod on. of tao faacse opie 
cultural v°<ions in sie stits and ths partios enciucsi on tae wiearprices vows ose 

Porc dborecn > Lesmonionto eid wip ad oe Nae CROP gaanrel gasvewutaion Ones pees SF 
soc larly in the market until tho your M52 and they sete 46 ciomuivans prices. ans 
ls. on tho river had @ noiat of ninoty nino “tt ONWLIOMG US omiieninae TROIS C i Omeein =: 
Cad band iminctypeciantate. and.choico.lots vine aie LHOdanO TONG aagso PO Voor 
hundred dollars oiche dhoso lots were not Vorcht on icls srecult.vion tu. for pare 
mencnit euvestuent by sone of the clotrest he. ied busincs sca uP tna se po S85 
wie) WEPS Dawe Davis Moury, john J. tinston, «.- AOR. Mpasts ceweee me Ewes Wisco a ue Lovs 
Uivsido of the sae m.do in the corvorsl liaits voc. orsod outloy. oy ee Liens wes? 
fvo.. throo to thirty; ccres and cola o% oxorbivens DiLeeaee Mw. Team 
Yaraorg uround Triina vought lots with tho intention or buildings cna scttlil* there. 


Sno vilo of tho town lots amounted to nonr ono hundred thoucsn. collars * ee & Sr 
population must at ono tino have boon ovor a thousand. Tho filure a tho India 
Crock and construction of tho Whitesburgh rraniee seo tho. first of the soricus 
plows to the New City. Tho posfonenent of tho Musclo Shoals cnd tho inaucur vion 
of rilroads complotod its ruin. Lauronoo panks of Deettur 2 min long past his 
four scoro yoars, is as far as I can ascert::in the last survivor of the puclic 
spirited men who foundod Triana. Among tho enterprising mon who cast theis rose 
tunes with the New City wore Morriweather Lowis, J. “. Dillon and tho throo Tonsys, 
Horris,Caleb, and td. Toney who wore vrothers. It 4a not ofton wo find thecc or 
the same family gi‘ted with the cnorcy and capacity oxhibited by those three 1. ne 
They camo hero about tho year 1818 when Earzis Tonoy tho oldéost Gis @ young Ton, 
and rapidly accumulated property in the morchandiso and cotton businoss. i..rris 
Toneys careor was short but oxceptionally brillant. Though & romirk cably SUGCUSS= 
ful morchant and making money rapidly in nerchandisoe and trado yet ho turnod is 
attention to farming and invested his amplo means in ling ond nocross of wnics 
profession he was 4 progressive and onthusastic man and soon bocamo a Tops tle... 6s- 


tive in that profossion. His farm minagenont was & model of system, ocononuy “5 


judicious expendituro of money for improvoments. Ho was far in advance of ais 





tine in his methods and ideas of farm devolopacnt. Dut while ho cas accwarlecice 
a large property in land and nogroos and wao laying plans so extensivo thit thoy 
would have over shadowed all other agriculturos entorprises of his timo he was cut 
off by diserso and died in the vory prime of manhooé ind Mra. doons and ivs. 
Barclay inheritod his lands. Calob Toney, also was os men of similisr business 74 


eapacity known and r snocted by all mon for hig cterlins honesty 2nd parity of 
char.ctor and diod in tho prino of life. Col. id Toney, I pelicva tho youngss. 
tng threo ond tho ono best known to tno preset generation, Shouga Caddy POUBLONES VG 
ae as brilliant 1 min as Harris Tonoy, yot ho wns on. 6eutha voc atubusince yin 

> his day. Ho was a man of excollont judenent with cn uncommon porvion of 0 


aa Caculty known as stong common Sscnso vhich unzbled him to stcor cle-r of tn mony 
t 


ct 


wie abs ay 


fin: neal disastors that overtook his contemporaries anc it fs.csaid thetiin his 
wholo lifo he was never known to maka a financial blunder, Tho war of cowrso took 
jo, imawiros or if ho foresaw coming dicaster ho wns *%oo cood a yatriot to shirk 
the rogult. while he was stripped of his slaves anc nis Pxndo Min suOewecco yeu 


at she close of the war he was out of-------<--------------= 






x oossful and {f ho tt boen a youngor mn wokld in tho course of a fow ore aye 

= than repaired his losass. He diod in the At I877 agod wets porary yonrs. T 
“The oldest of the sottlors living near Triana is vi. We SERS who is over eichty and h. 
hos lived in the vicinity of Triana’ for noir eso yourse Though causo thst no mn 


could foresee blasted the prospects of Triana yot whon evor Tennosooo Rivor is oroned 


ee a ee 


to NawiceGson shich now ig a question of o fow yours tine. Tho ponuti ful hichland on 
the river bank and which we now know as "Tho Ajnoiont City of Triana’, will riso fron 


: the ashos of the past and bocoma a town of somo dasvev- inportanco oven if it nuver 





1 realizas tho dream of the man who saw the coming Miatropolis of North Alabama in tes 
their little City. 


New Hopo(0ld Vionna) 


I have alrandy stated that the South Eastorn portion of tho County was tzkoen un in 
gunll forms cenorally by mn of modorite mann. That portion of the County ssuth 


; of Koels ‘nountain and iaet of Flint Rivor nover come into *urket until the yoar i¢59 


ani apoue I82O0 and I8Z a kind of trading place wag located at Vienna, called Clouus 
tow from oldilttr. Cloud who first comaonead business thore and aftorwards wont to | 

~ Clouds Cove on Tennesaco Rivor whore he entgrad a valuable tract of land. This section 
“4 first in Jackson thon in Docatur and finally rostorod to Midison in tho poate cas 
1824, Tho old Donosit Road was opened from winchostor to Deposit Ferry in [813 and 
Passed throuzh the nresent town and as this bocame a reeular thoroughfare Goorgo Russ. 
6ll bislt a tuvern hero bofore Alabum was admitted into the Union and this is mid 

to have been tho first houso built in tho old town. This part of the County was'in t 
the twalve mile square on Chorokee Rusexrvition to which I haves alroady alluded and f 
from various ciuses tno silo of tholfnds were retnined until 1830 whon Robe=t Ovens 


and James. Mc Cartney ontored the lands of the City ond Robert Owons soon afterwards 





laid out the City lots on each side of the caer Deposit Road south beyond tho 














‘ and though tke landa had boon coded for many yours yot all the povulation wore squntten. 


46 
springs Among the first to set up in the new town were John Kanbrough a mereh<rt 


well and favorably known to the old citizons and William Stone rho built the tan 
yard and who now livos in the city of Tallodega, It is said that his brothoy Geo. 
We stone prosent judge of tho Suprom O ourt ee somo kind of business thero be- 
fore he wenderod further south 4n pursuit of fame and fortune. The tom was first 
incorporatod as Vienna in tho year 1852, And as the population thronged to the 
new country surroundoring it a brisk business sprang up. I. D. ‘ann and John 
Ledbetter wore conducting prosperous morcontile establishmonts there at the beginning 
of the war, Their customers generally men of moderato means, punctual in their 
dealings and consequently their business wos a safe and profitable ono. During the 
“gtyti Var this unfortunately becama a deobatnblo land botweon tho Federals from the 
line of tho M. C, R. Re. and irregular Confederated: or as they were termed bush 
whackers and the people suffered from both sides until at longth the Fedorals 
‘utterly dostroyed the town and nearly all tho dwollings out to Woods i111. ‘hen 
the soldiers returned from the war they found a forest of chimneys mrking the site 
of Vienna ond where thoy had formerly seon good comfortable farm houses along the 
roads eaaing in that dirootion ney generally found rudo cabins porched round the 
base of the tall stone chimnoys and all round for miles was opon land as tho fonces 
had also disappeared, But the brave follows who survived the war wont 55 work with 
a@ will to repair the waste places enolosed their lands, built new houses and in an 
incredibly short space of time the old town was rebuilt and has nearly attained its 
“ansient limits. There is a Vienna in Se Alas, Ond the Post Office has always been 
called New Hope to prevent confusion and when the town was incorporatod in 1881 it 
was formerly called the town of New Hope. 
WHITESBURGH 

I havo already alluded to the extinct towm of Liberty half 2 mile this side of the 
town proper on the river bank, It rocsived the namo of Whitosburgh from James.White 
of Virginia who purchased tha fino farm on both sides of the rivor near the forry. 
In the old Flat boat times ‘hitesburgh was a place of considerable trade and the 
seriousness of the difficulty at tho river bank 1s the habit of the rivor at flood 
tide of taking posassion of the lower story of their buainoss houses. James C, 
Loyd, Asa Shelton, Joel R. Love and Joseph, A Browm are old business mon of this 


place. Jas. C. Loyd ie doad, Asa Shelton wont to Nashville while Joel Re Love and 
Joseph A» Brown are still in business there, ‘Tho construction of the M& C. Rall 
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wood diverted cotton transportition from tho town ond business deelino@ anc Oe 


¢rimna it waits the onening of the rivor for its Tusuro. whitesburgh first Imo 

vo tho white people as Dittos landing was ono of the first points tn the bond o2 

the Tonn. from tho faob it was constdorod about tho lino dotwoen tho Chictasaye 

and Chorokoos and sottloments somothore noay the toa on the rivor whoa tho County 
wag Tirst settlod this wan the part of ontry for tho boa taon Gnethe “can. for flour 
and potatoes and fruit. Thore wap scarcely any wheat raisod in the County ct this 
tine in feet 1t hid not dawned on tho minds of tho ;coplo that this was a ?ino 

wheats region and there was great scarcity of machinery for tho mnufacture of the 
whoat crop co that a largo pomlation of tho flour used came from tho head wotors 

of Tonnd Rivor, I suproso they got putting bad flour on their custoners for in 

the year 1816 a flour inspector was appointed at Dittos landing by legislaturs coe 
actment whose duty it was to inspect all flour landod and brand ita POU ir ceed 
barrels fro which ho roceived the sun of six and a quartor conts ner berrol wth 

in those days of low wages yoilded him a considorabls income as thora rorog Tere 
thousand barrols landed at Whitesburcgh during the your. How lonetnin ofrice 
continued and who was the inspector I cannot ascortain tho office procably went out 
With the Territorial Cov. Hore also was the rondezvous of the rivor PLlOes co. Onn th 
most noted of whom wero Webster Johnson and Clark thoy horo hoardod the vroua horas 
at high tide and pilotod thom through the shoals, cot off 2% Tiatorlos and paccictin Lega h era 


by land to Whitesburech. Sosnzhore dn tho shoals thero is a rouch poins of Sser5 


‘fnvolving a verilous turn that waa eallod Johnsons Rock from tho fset thet Tokncon 


tnore lost his life by boing throw against tho vock and killed. Hig Seccring c=> 
became entangled ag:inst some obstruction and throw him head foremost cut of tho 
boat against the rock. Vast quantitics of lu:bor wis also brought down the river 
from the Tonn., saw and brought to Huntsville. “hitosburzn caw its most p2(osperous 
ad-ys3 from the coapletion of the Turnpike to the construction Ol wie) Meapnia and 





Ly 


pogan to decline and since that time thore fis boon but littlo change in the town. 


qmore is no record showing that the tow yao evor incorpor : tod. 


Midisone---2<e-— 


hen the Mamphis and Charleston Riilroad vas conplotod in tho yorr J€S6 a depot, 43 




















: ‘esteblighad near th. oontur of Sed. 16 Te & Re 2 ¥ On tho lands of Junaos Clancns 
a Je Clay 258 spas st depot agent rnd built a hougo there 41 be yas 1657. 
gooree we Martin came rhore spoon afturvards and built a bouse ‘tn the yo r Teo. J:.na0 
Clazens laid off somo town lots and in [809 he corrcctad his first survey as *!.o 


‘ots did not front squaro with the riilroad and a:do a now curvoy cont: Sning “bout? f 


oo 


fitty lots fronting 66f00t and running back 12; ft. containing euch 3/I0 of an sera 


: 


ie sold:miny of then and the town wis rapidly Geren. in yapulation whon tia war 


nies ita progrese Janes Clamens diod stout the Close of the War 4nu Nout. Se Sores 





gina ex@sndod the survey 80 45 to include about fifty acro3 sad in IdG9 sold tia 
at Petr neer ters sale. Thoy sold at fair pricos and in throo or four 7o.re a 
bandsome village was built that is now the gocond in population and ¥R..do fn we 
County. A lorse amount of ae ee moutly raised by tho no ro tenants on the Peewee) 
plant.tion wio shippad from. And the semuaery [re “We Ve Gurnor Coorge Ww. pipe: 
and Jines “4. gibb were morchundizing horde walter and Those De opkins soon Doct 
lesdin merchants of the tow. and hive rotained their position to the present Liane. 

Its citizens wore soa fully Uabuod vith the spirit of modern Progroxy aud Gs & Lives 
majority of thaa now reside thero and aro wl knosn to Gur yoople I leavs it to soa 
sou0 futura chronicles to speak in fittiny torms of thoir intolloguncs enterprise 

hospitadly. 


Patriotiss and unstintarc ae ee 


Gurleysville-------- 


ae describing tho riso and procross of Madison JI bhayo also outlined the thriving 


Villcge of Curleysville oiehteon milse East of Huntgvillo and one alle cat of 





for two or throe yoirs was Colos Spring; in Jackcon County but sbois 1059 they 
vrought the water froma fino springy on lnatido of We R. Curley in pinos to 2 boscd 


a . 


wito> tink at presoat sito of Gurloysvillo and tho plies was known ag 5 Wad ee ee aoe 


- 
« 


Soon aftor tho war ao danot was tullt horo “1d ono or tuo storcs vont on Hear vg 
promises. ¥rank B. Gurloy and i. F. valker now County Coiraissionor incueurmsed a 
arloty of enterprises that cradually built up F. B. Curley put up a stcan pit sa 
Ze. ¥. Walkor doveloped a largo lumber trado horo in cross tias ane Gs Qn Tinoco 
thesG and other enterprises of a kindred charactor furnished ceaployinont for meet 
men und circulated monoy among them and thoro is more zeal progress and more f1lattsz 
ing indication of an increase in population and business thore thin any litvle toua 
north of Tenn. Rivor on the lino of the M&C imilroac,. Tho businogs mon of the 
town aro without scarcely an excopting enervotic, shrovd and PEOGROS saa Men ace 
deserve great crodit for the success that has attonded thoir offorts to tuile un 

@ lively prosperous Zigatep But we 211 know then woll «nd to oe LP COn seGGoe Lon 
or them 1s superfluous. Gurleysvillo was incorporated in the ycar i862. 

S2dison County (Topography) 

tho northorn and Northwest portions of the County about the heud wators of lias 

is somowhat brokon osrecially near tho stronms that travorse tho section. Tron 
Fonnols mill at tho Junction of Barron and f’ountain Fork to the mouth of Wlint is 
nearly due south, tho meridian passin; Fonnels Iill striking ‘’enn. River csons tuo 


Milos east of the mouth of Flint. ‘This main trunk 83 it might be called hes oy 


one iiiportant tributary on tho cast Nurricane Creek but on the 4s Briar For: whteh 


acain devidos taking Boavor Dam, Barren Fork and its tribut-.ry. Yheso branchos o? 


Ylint are of extraordinary lonzth to their sizo and averago a general western ccwsco. 
Wf G 


Briar York, eavor Dam and Barren Fork all crossing the moridian road an¢é runmninc 

& 5. %- Course towmrs Flint. Thus it haprens th:¢t flint River resembles «ne old 
forest oln with the Eastern sido nruncd to a single long linl while the LOSS SWeLIeS a 
branches reich out to a longth equal to the main trunk. Flint and its trisutat 
water, tha santern ani Northern portion of the C ount SxCCp’ alata curve mae 
by Livsstone Crock in the iforthwentern part. Tho Countsy 1s of Slivy Lormiction 

Witn horo and thore ofl indications and au I vive avove stated sven breton ics Gl 
Streius from fine iroestono vprings elear as exratul end iey cold. “ws “ho hish- 
linds lone the Tonnos-ec lino there 1s @ pracunl and considdrable dccrance 4 
level S. to the Tennessoé votton the eurrent of the s 
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facilitios would vo valuable for m:nufaoturing end miils 4s ther: “ro scores of 


~ 


\iuable sites with flnu Water powor scatvorod over %.o Vorvacrn Gnd sa5sord pore= 


tons. Tho fina water powor, oxcolleat drainage und pure Siy snd sbundans + ...00r 
in suis rogion bor) than nake un vox tho storility of %) O43 
and 4f population increases in ite presont rates the day ip not Tar di Sits 

whon this will be a valunbdle and prosporous pert of vis County. Scutiiard bo- 


Swoon theso main vvanchos of ¥lint Rivor thoroe “ro miny cxvcusivo arcus of fine 


level fertile londs especially around and wost of old Hatol Groon and “cridicn- 


_ 


ville mking somo of tho most desirable agricultural lands in the County. Tovvoon 
tho waters of Flint and Limestone in the .ostern portion of tho County one Vic 
Source of tho stream that gaghor into Indica Creek onaptying into Tonnesseoe River 
rosching nearly to Madison are tho lorgost portion of tho BATTEsS “tine ssl aon 
and soil from altornating with yellow clay ridges and Wiito olay fiuts missing 


‘adison we gtriko the Tennessce Valey land roaching from tne County line ist- 





ward to the Mountain which, with tho oxcoptioa of low mountain ringe nore .°.d4 
som 4ro generally level, densoly populated and vory fortilo . Tucse l.n.s ones 


7 


long succdosion o2 


~ 


or the very bust quality havo by : cotton crops nave 40st a 


* 


large proportion of their original productive powor but they have & gsce cicy 


H 


roundation and a few progrossive farmers in thio region have proved that sich a 


little trouble and oxvonse thoy can bo restorcd to their original Tertviiity. Tao 
dividing line botween iudison und Juckoon is the muin ridge or the Cuiberland 
‘ountaina down to XYeels Mountain and Faint “lock River, tho genorcl dirocvion of 
which ia North and South as the Northoastern and South 
County are nearly on the same moridian but ijurricane Croek comes from the Tast 
and near its heid drains a County mking a doplectvion of threa or four milos 
esstward, making « larso curve into Jackson. Trom near New Market thore is a 
succession of low ridges botwoen thu waters of Flint and formiz; 


Valloy on the east snd roaching down intoe---2<-<<---<—-- nn = ty 





ms . = 


eeyysvilic Wierowurricing tumoa wosteird and worse alons sivs of Curleys wid <2 ‘os 


stint WosOteviel iGibl va Go) Sout of it to Meols mount.in nnd.Plint Potton. wooth 


“cueluysVillu da ditusteu on Waabim ria of thle cova end gohn *. Orvyson at dose of Kes 


. 

- 
ce 
| oad 


yoolys Mountain on soatern oxtrenity. An Inspoetbon of tho mip of ilew Madison 
give a elaur idea the topogr:phy of this rormion. “itis ves booktn andeaun uc oo et 
docre® of lone curvos between sarurs fron the miin rune his fine cley sollesbenciaics 
of vator and tonber for farning purposes and is botter adopted to stack and er in than 


to Cotton. oll» Cove on Nountain Fork Bakers on Hurricane Sharns Cove on ?aleirs Dranc 
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Villins worth Gove en tha Covo branch aro tho nrincinsl valloys erst of tas wou orn of 
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main Stroam of Flint Rivar. Ashburns Cove is not : valloy but a parallolipren Poo vio % 
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to treoe infles neroos from batyeen Hurricane: «nd Kools mountain. Tne socond ~ oy 


Yount.in Rance and the wo:torn limit of the mountainous resiona a livels Horta “sat or 


A tan 


Kuntsville and runs southward to Tennossee R ivor two miles below vhitosbur.. Wiis lo. 


runs between Hratsyilte cud Flint mriver vthich varios from it from throne te ao tiles 
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but west of Huntsville thero are Mountnine spurs that tond e-sswer caniwest sie lcint 


Sl 2 Noes 7: 


lint River tuo miles bclow Broynsboro and maukine Childress Cove and tho Norwrcrm Lies 


of tho Big Cove South of this Range and botwoon tho main Range and thés wric: siriucs 


Ar 


inu mountain tro miles yelon ‘'oods mill is tho Sig Cove is the Hig Cove bound cast uy 
Flint River. The lands wost to tho mountsins:in the cove 2re considarsbly wern ang 
need rotation of crons und rest the l'reo bocy of LOMGRONePLinteisreo wmirstivaly nowt 
orened snd produces fine corns of vruin and would mina excallont rasturo 1 nas. Just 
south of Gurloysville Keels Vountsin stands liko an immonso ranr.rt across we Tart of 


the County at of the river reaching from Paint Nock to Flint River approaching at 
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nearest point within half a milo of Paint Rock and sonding Outeaspointinat gonn ~. 


ont cloping to tho witers ode of Flint. T his mountain tocludins seee- samirs snd cove 
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round ito basco covers an aroa of ahout twenty five aquiro miles that {5 4 se 
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sliv of about five miles in lenctth the enstarn dido of itn 


lino rinnin- an ton of the ‘mountain about a mila from foct a7 whe cites Qitti it stoih 


10 ¢rerge, Indinn doundazy which follova one Oe Vibe Ale ey Bohai veiey ia Oinec ta 
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cornor of tia County on Puint Rock River, “her frames t 
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lané ot the County, 
and thinly sottled. 


Cl:y soil ero tho midin sottlenent. All occupied 


Along, the mountain hagas on the 


Tho flat pine l:mds uro poor ta quality with 
aut “here wo find bisc 


by cnall fatners cultipatice 
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own omi1ll fariis and living. comfortably on Must sido of vlint and North of Patas 


Rock are Line nev botton hands gencrally ovrned by tho sottlers in tho fist 


that scenerally frosh and yeild large grain crops. 


anc Flint tend westwards in nesrly parallel lines going i:ts Flint River s 


four miles apart with a mountain ride betwoon thea which runs clo 


Rock to its mouth and through the Yonnessee for tvo 


Jand along the btnks of Paint Peck ane Flint varying 


fitty yards which is first quality rivor leads ofter folloxings Ternessca fo 


miles from nouth of Point 
points thore is barely espace between tho cliffs and 
mcuntain turns north from the river bick for a mile 
loiving the fine body of river land known as Clouds 
old mille to the mouth of Flint. 
Richnrdson end tho hoirs of ~ illiam Cloud, 


&>o owned by Joseph i. 


@cunl fin producing power to any Is:nds in tho south. 
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sixty bushell and the cotton lands noar a Uile to the acre and with unobstz:cted 


. 


Wvigution of Tenn. River woukd be onormously 
Filtnt to Logins wher 
of the Tonnosso0 lands and racch the westorn sida of 
erst of Huntsville aro first the Caszdner nnd thon 
roe Volunbi a portion of 
niver containing over thrun hundred uercs of lind o 
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develop a lirger oupply, yet it fo not probablo that the tice is nour w.on tho 

oo.1 could be profitably worked in compotition with tho rich Cohaba and warrior 
Coil jields of ‘’iddlo :labama, ihilo thoro has boon since a Peco: G& mircod ine 
cro.ne in our po'ulation. Yot thor: is room for many moro. Aoido fron the manue 

: , 
facturing prospscts for the county in tho future and the utilization cf our fino 
water power for such purposes the great waut of tho county is ?.orners owning cml 
faris and in sufficient numbers the change and the present oxtonsive system of 
culture looking to wide acro rather thin to hosvy pocun-ry roturns to tuc intonsive 
sySten including a vorioty of crops curcful ind sclontific culture devoting a much 
sarger arca to green crops and pasture and a much emller arca to raisine cora and 
cotton. The man who can demonstrate tho advantare of so handling the soil as to 
mike three biles of cotton whore we now make ono and rising ten burrals «f corm 
whore now fo r are gorthorod will be tho man-who will ¢ive real prosvass to th3 
County. Vhatever ve may say of udvantiges likely to accrue from others purcuivs 
tho cultivation and rostorution of our lands are our only avenues to future sm voce 
perity. 
wow Limato----<- 

The thirty fifth parallel of latitude is the torthern limits of ihdison. ‘%io milde 
ness of our winters ond our pleasant summers havo alnays been tho great induccsont 
to northern immigrants who find that they ce onnot have health and long life exnosed 
to the long cold winters of higher latitude. I% 1a true that wo do not have in 
sunner the pleasant sea breeze of the sulf, neither do we nave thoir pestiicatial 
visitation nor their rainy disagroeable winters. The Pacific Coast with its <_.-.tve 
not varyin> in some localities moro than ten or Liftocn Gorrods tarougnout the year 
Would convey an idea of nernpetual spring but it rovlly hes durin= the yaas n wot 
and a dry season which means 2 country of o3nin and desort,. Por:ons fo) 
ly throatoned vith pulmonay diseares in F lorida, Toxas and the wost enn fine a 
Ciiiote sunerior to thi- for their noculiar mole ares amt in Wien they rly 3 ue 
thotr health but to 4 person enjoyine averaro holth -nd who secs a county ©. ro 
he cia industriously engzc2 in ont door oceupation sivinout injury to his hurl. mw 


Country ecn offer more advantagos. © Our tompertures r rely rsachos over Th ey 
in summor or to tho zero point in winter and there are very Tew ceys durin: the 
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year that the weathor intorfered with their labors infield and fama, Many citi- 
zons of the north states habitually winter in North Alabama and find the climate 
Dont desirable: There has been considernble change in the soeisons since tno first 
sattlenent of the County, Our Springs aro two or threa weoks earlior and wintor 
ae and less rninfall than in former days which is owing to the declinin; of 
the forests, Our forefathers planted corn in the gS spring in March, cotton 
about the last and genemlly had a killing frost gfrost before the tenth of Octe 
Now very little corn is planted in arch, cotton from the tneth of ipril te lat. 
of tay. Summer peceuenly lingers until November rith many seasons of fine pleco 
ant woathar until Christmas, W hilo spring is mor aioe end changeable thm 
formerly, Autumn ia a brptracted season of pleasant fairwoather, especially favor= 
able for gathering the cotton crope a wintors are milder ana less chanzgesblo, 
there is vory little sow which soon disappears and does not materially interfere 
with travel or labor while misamtic prevails from local ouases in some placos y& 
the proportion of Misamtic deseases is less than formally and our vounty genere 
Git yanealthies. The decay of the immonse forests in clearing up our lands once - 
Was the source of wide spread bilious disorders. This cause has ceased with the 
digaprearanca of the old forest trees from our fields and streams, ‘he draining - 
ig tnobstructed and the health of i country materially improved, In the greate 
portion of the sountry there 1s no local gause fro sickness and the people very 
healthys Along our creeks and rivers the sources of disease ara being gradually 
Tenoved by drainage of ponds and sloughs that f111 up from the higher lands and 
becoma fit for cultivating, The doepest snow in tho memory of the present genorat- 
fon on the lst. of January 1878 avoraged a depth of fourteen inches a dopth of three 
or four inches ig considered hore a henvy snowfall. In the ‘utum with but fcw are 
ceptions we hafe Indian Summer in nll its boauty after the slight Cctobor frosts 
hayg touched the folage. The mountains become yntirated with notures choicest 
Colors mellowed dy the soft harbor atmospheres it lingers sametines for weoka, froe~ 
quently until near tho closa of the yaar. Tho woods,aro in their mont gorgeous 


Solors until a heavy frost chances them like the touch of magic to tho brown 
uniform here of the winters, Our winters are froquently of so mild a charactar 
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thet shoop Gud cattlo can live through them in f..fr condition with Lictls oz no 


nely from the cribs and o.rns of thelr onnore.e “it has Win Maeserle thet 
pueiora of axcoodin; drought have cener:lly been succocd d ty Ang Winers tee ¢ 
wore of unealealable advantage to furaers in kesping up their stocl when thaiz 
eros wera oth Mare vy unpropitious ofi:sons, Upon tho whole it has toon elo .rly 
provad that our elinito is peculiarly f.vorablo to health ana loncevity and tis 
jabor in the opon air. 

Productions 
vie ocoupy a nedium botwoon the tropie:l and poler producing region witn sors 
chiravterists co:mon to both. % hilo wo havo 2% largo areca of good cotton lind 
yot wo ca.mot compare in this resnoct with the Minslarinpi cotton boly and pro- 
bably our county would be in a batter condition if wo wora to cones plintiac 
cotton, Eut with our dose colored population this is innracticchbloa as she Heels 
very soldoia farms profitably excent as a cotton plinter, The chiare frou cotton 
to grain and stock involves 4 change in tie weetera norvion a chniza of ponuletion 


ss > 


acd tine alono con effect such & change. “ven under the many ¢ 
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inc its culture the county averages bales worth at nine ccnts por pours. Pus a.> 
cotton of todiy is an insignificant plant in corp:rison witha the cotton plant 


known to our forsfathera. Tho first statement on rocord rewarding tho iand of 


te 3 


the Tennessee is in tho 'mevican Cazetto published in 1516 in which is 2 lettor 
from Jants O. Sruip a wall know morchaut of the city at tast dave, Ne consicerce 
it the finest agricultural country in the world and sysaks of cotton crowing 
@irht, ten ond even tvelva feot high sith trun's live forest trees and foraing 2 
mcnicicente cone! of covuton DOLLS A2nduacnLve snide redevloscOms.mntCN Sal 7S miUL ene C oat 
County then produced ten thousand blacs of cotton but wo must recoilecy that ectvon 


dStles of that d-7 aoldsia reneched three hundred and fifty pounds. Yct coasicerizn: 
the population i+ was a mcenificent hirvost for a Country scven or oicht rears olk 


and ut twonty five cents ner pound wis 1 flno rayine cron for the 7 EY IS RGsSOeS 
ised Innl to the highest prices ever lmown in tho county. "Ut the ds of cotton 


in 1. is county is a pryias crop is past. ii anv leGameb Os Ole) sy Cre aa ene en Cac 
4 linited.area ang careful. cultizationecns hoavpemertilizire Gurley (eade sepa 
8till be mde to produco cotton crops nourly ecurl to the pretict of vornor é::- 






© yhethor with tho presont supply and price for cotton it wlll over bo a good 
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' paying crope Our soil is adapted to such groat vorioty of acriculturcl production 


— that it is minifostly to our intorest to divorsify our crops. I first too tho 


‘ 


» gensus of 1850 whon tho olave population of tho county was at its greatest pronort- 


fon over the whitos and whon cotton wis at the croatosiratio of production. i.dison 
at thit dite was the first corn growing. Cotton on the county betas lsrgely over 
any other county. It was among the first in cattlo, hogs, sheop, stino and ‘ool, 
Tho wheat crop was small in comparison of tho product of tho prosent day and a 
large &mount of flour was imported. If no wheat was exported tho county could now 
produce sufficiont for tho demand in the county. 

Ryo, rico, Tobacco, beans and peas, Irish and oweot potatoos, Hey and butter wis 
produced in large quantities but noarly all thos e products wore used on the Lens. 
Hemp and flax do well hore. Orchard products that hada nomincl valuo at thas 

time havo become & considerable source of revenuo. Tho lyy crop wag laree ane in 
this was not reckoned corn fodder that was saved in immense quanviticae™ Torre sot 
& population of about 27,000 wo raised corn to tho value of ono million of collars, 
Cotton worth near a million of dollars, Beans ind poas fifty thous-nd collars, 
potatoes one hundrod thousand dollars, cattlo, sheop and swine ono million oz 
dollars, rice, hay, garden vogotablos, tohacco, dairy procucts, honoy and bcos- 
wax, homp and flax anda yarioety of smil fruits. But tho monoy producines crop 
while slavery existed wos cotton and corn and hogs. ‘hile cotton kid roiched so 
low a price that only those who raised supplios of every Kindo. thetr slaves on 
thoir plantations could realize any profit from thoir cotton crops while tho pro- 
ducing of corn and mort and other plantation supplies bogana to m0 money. §'fno 
inmonso on of bread stuffs produced in tho county dia not suffice for the pooploe 


and our Tennessee neighbors thit supplied us with flour ani! mozt rennod the 


Teduced the demand for sugar and molasses and the progress of the conversion ox 


{to juioo into susar my make an ontiro rovolution in the suser surmly. At tho 


presont thore are mny sources of rovonuo that woro nos kmown to tho dys of 


s . 
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slavory. ‘any fnrmers who formerly sold nothing but cotton and woule huve cchoutod 
the idoa of sending buttor and chickens and ouss so mario. now Ty CNC™ CEP Orced 
of thoir familios by sale of those articlos. Though our fruit crop has bocoms 
uncortain on account of linbility to frost, yot in a good fruit season a insce 
gua is realized on e:rly fruit and dried poachos and apnlo» «nd cider and viacc ite 
Tne cultivation of tho vino tomatoos and small fruits genezally for tho canning 

A 


trade 19 recoiving no littlo attention and this industry ts but IN*FDUO OCCA s 
: 
Qur mountains aro especially adapted to such crops ani the production of grapes 
and nitive wino will ina few yoars attain croit importance. Tio oxnoricncs ul ous 
fermors have taucht that cotton alono will not briny; then clocr*prod S.0" Ceuta 


the only way to farm successfully is to riisosomothing that will bring in soscy 
throuchout tho yoar and enable thom to pry for shit they buy for ™thoeim fenitres Io 
cash or its equivalent in markot profits. This has tbeon the plin adoptsd gonerally 
by the farmers who havo succooded in buying land? nnd Spoyine Tore tncie ee io 
domand for vegetables and orchard products and modorn laprovenonts for their pro- 
servation and trinsportation make a mirket for evory thing) thatecan*ve reirsocs +. 
fiold or gardon. Irish and sweot potitoos aro now chipped in immotso quantitios 
northward and bring good prices. Poas, beans, peanuts, broom corn, tomitces, 
chickens, butter, oggs, early poachos and arplos driod and delicious fruits anu 
vogetables. Sorgum sugar and nolasses and many other sourcos of revonus too nunc] 
ous to mention are tho future possible oloments of successful husbandry. «4 larg 
part of our county is woll adaptod to tho pnsturago of euttlo ond we can raiso an 
unlimitod supply of hay and rouch food for them. Somo ton or tvwolve yerrs aso ¢ 
progressive furmer from Ohio Purehaced two hundred ani Littemacres of Vand in! tio 
miles of Muntsville for about ten dollars per acro. “ith the oxcopvion of a otras 


of wnito olay soil taxing up some twnety fivo or thirty acros Cho aland iss “rea Clic 7 
~~ 


foundation very much exhausted by a long succossion of cotton crops cid with 
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old fashionod farniay system would not havo poid oxyenses., It hed noither 
pulldin= nor fonces. Today it 46 a wiluable tract land worth forty or fifty 


dollars per acra well fonced into fields of conveniont size and has fine erchirds 
and clover fidlds and yields largo crons Of onts from fitvesn to twenty bushcis 
of vhoat per sere and outsida of tho enkaneed v-luo of tha famn’the omnor his neds 

a handsome not profit in farming. Besidos his largo crop of ‘whent snd osts and 
clovor the faraor solls orchard products. ‘poas, beans, potztocs, posnuts, crttle 
and sheep and swine and nursery plants, Ho and his cons have performed the croastsr 
part of tho manual Inbor, they have mado judicious uce of fertilizing and built 
substintual barns an} granaries and havo so manacod that thero is Sscoroly on SC>3 

of uuprofitable soil on tho ontire promises. I can sito miny emll farnors xno 
comzseaced on rontod land with no capital and with very little stock rake now cixvacd 
confortable homssswith good mule teams and MM Mmple supply of farnins implaicnis 

of the best character, Those mon havo rifsed cotton but they alco reised picrt- 
ation supplios. ‘old butter and eggs and chickens and so minaced th:t the cottoz 
Qrop less the rant represonted thoir nett profits. io do not need any mora sotilors 
to cultivate cotton on a large seslo, wo havo too many farmors of that clacs cizccé 
but wo nood & largely inercased populrtion of small fnarmors that ratso ¢ 
suprlies and a surplus to sell end who can also mika & acnll crop of costen on 
good lind or on land enriched by fortilizers mido on tho farm. “hilo the nocmces 
4s 4 rule are exclusively devoted to cultivation of cotton, yet thero are sons 
excepsions, one of the most notable of whom is “lias Donorsn “ho is ono of tho mos% 
successful and progressive farmers in the county but ho is not a cotton nlantor, 
Stock raishing will be ono of the most luerstive and ploasant of our incuctries 

Gnd immny of our citizens who are mon of erapit:l aro conferine inczlcwlable denon 
fits on our poople by tho introduction of fine cattle and horses. Thera is no 
doubt that the value of our stock in tho county has trinled Within the loct Liv 
yoi.rs, not in nwaber bit in tao intrinsic value of tha stock. Tho noease 
our poople and tho hich prica of bort cattlo hivo noarly, deomudedsthe.ccuntry al <o 


Common grado cattle for hac? but they will be replaced by stock of much cro:tes 
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valus. Tho grancorg Eve considorablo Lapulso in viet ¢ woetlon bu Uae Sore: 


labia Agricultural Association has bear and da now taG (rest pronoter ay we 


sasto for fino atock. ‘ho members of this usrocintion ore the lt.ciny spas sl. 
4n this pursuit and it io difficult to roaline the adviine (es Th, wat hy Oneecreee 
, 


our County in the futuro from thoir euterprizo that 25 Os DUVEODGCe Ler OamiiGs 


truod Erogrosse 





nhe political Carpot Bigsor finds no longer 2 fruitful ficld for cpecul: tics. 
srowing distrust in his sincority ond on intimate acquaintance with creckca 2nu 

dishonos ways has gradually d:vmod on the colored rece anc he is nearly :a cutines 

species. Tne fcedoral anpointeos ac 2 rule are rocogniccd fs gonticuen ane cae 

some of thcm old and woll known citizono. Ao 2 culo our peovle ocyseially cus 

irwing populetion are liboral end tolorant towards settlers fron othor eB... os 

and a man who does not mako himself offensive vy officious ohtrusicn oF his ccov- 

rine or belief is left free to follow his bus jnoss in peace and if his concuct 
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shows him to bo an honcst good citizon, he io appreciated and resycetod in ws 
community. Thoro aro hundreds of openings hero for good farmers who vant Goou 
furme and who undorstand thoir business, ho matter from what scetion they cone 


foom thoy will find a coil and clim=to congcnisl to thom, Tho foricra frou tho 


northera wheat regions will find that by tio .cdiul properction und culture of his 





crop ke can obtain ean abundans tarvest. ‘Whe nursorjmia and ssrket pardccacr Visas 


tho soil that can be desired and all tht is requixrod on his p7rt.is scilix: 





culturo, oconomy aad industry. Cur County fe cuphatically ea agricultural onc 
Thoro ure no nines to develop no openings for groat EpoCUla Lior. poavenucs to 
Woalth by politicnl preforacat or opportunity to spoil cn« “lundcr ths peonic. 

“g huvo bocone educated in that particular aad are able to tone crre oF OursclVode 
“hat wo offer is good soil that will ropoy capital and labor jucictery expc.:ced 

a diversity of products scarcoly equalled in ony county with a ready market. in 
orderly and poaceable cozmunity, a holathy climcto and supiu supply of tise pone 
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fino w.ter and a cordial welcome to tie honest and inausey io OL cvexy. 
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7 largo part of tho original settlory of iadioon Gounty were from Viryinis Ses 
fond Goorcia snd wera fir above tho usunl clasn of plioncars in a now Country. 
oe wonderful acoounts of ths fertility of the b4- yond of tho Tenn geek 
ae men of wonlth and hich culture horo at a yory early date ond they found 


“that the deooription of tho Country had not bcon exccoratod. J Madisen way m4 


os 


, che Farly Sottlors 





the first settled portion of tho stite the settlers of this coumty gaivo to Horth i 
Alnb=m that charmetdr for hich culture ani refinement which it hos aliays had # 
anonz other portions of tha statose. Hany of thos» emigrants beloncod to the 

oldest funilias in the state.of Virginia and they all had the woll knoun peculsri- nS 
ties of tho Virginia Lend holding aristocracy. And formed tha fiuclous of tho Anslo 


s.xon Olaont in xhat our Northern neighboro termed tho slava holdins aristocracye ‘7 





tany of the settlors from Coorgia were original fron Virginia omon:; whoa wore tho 





Moores, Jordans, Popes, Yalkers and Coxse Wo had nono of tha fronch <nd ep-nish 

craole type that formed the more southern type of the dominant race. our fcre- 

fathors broucht with thom the old Virvinia stats pride and woro disposod to con= 

sider sottlers of othor states as poloncing to an inforior race and ina genorzal 

sense their clains to suporiority Kt: not without foundations. Thoro is no 

race of mon in Jali the world suporior to the old Virsinia stock in all that 

fortis a rerfcet type of manhood ond tho old sottlora of iadinon County wore 

Worthy repr’sentatives of the beat elenontea of na eraind old racee They wore 
hichminded, honest and pure men spam een to rule who knew how to command and to 

Oobeye Thay were proud of their anoootry and of thoiz> County and full of tho Chis 
volry snd pitriotiaon of thoam of the revolution. A large majority of tham cima 


hore rith annle means witch they used with unstinted hand in tho Govolornont cf 


hain « a AFA ' y Daley) Say Woy at pret he: . 
county cee © Bicol tho eioinees Tele OFF Sa butie tp WE COREL AT LP ELS ‘he 
City nc laid the foundition of our ‘tato Govornnont. Yet thoir oxtaswmront 
habits Snd poculiur icu.g of busines: did not °5 a rule work to their pecuntary 
advyant.ce and ion froa other states and natiomlitios reuped the hirvest sowcd by 
tiu old Viruiniane Ao o rule thoy wo o pluntora with no Enovledge of tit.du& o> 
merchundize uml with a lofty contu:nt for theso esllings. Thoy lordod it over thoir 
large olives, plantations, ranuged publle affuirs with verfect haneuty and cose : 
suaute judgsecont snunt thoir monuy roolloasly. Stralinud thotr crodit and frow 
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Wadeatly were on tho vorgo of bankruptoy,. That part of tho race who belonged to | 3 
the professions of law dnd medicine generally rosa to endnonce beosuse they had 
the calm self reliance the intellect discussion of charzetor good judgzont and 
unflagging industry that win success in a profossionsl caroor, Thoy also entered 
into politics and formed a rospodtod part of tho political body ‘that until noar 
the war guided the dostinios of the Nation and laid tho broad foundation of our 
national prosperity. But theso characteristics aro common to a large class of the 
Southern people and does nat properly belong to any Countys history, From the 
geattlement in 1908 to the formtion of the State Government there was no politics 
to divert the moses minds and very fow local issues and this had a ‘tendency io 


develop 4 tlannish sentiment and while settlors from othor statos were disposed 
to ridicule tho olaim of the Virginians and entered into an trade or calling that 
promised fair roturns. Tho Virginians wero prejudicod to sane extont end tolome 
ted other people as foroignors or interlopors, But the despised raco had h-dits 
of thrift and industry in ordinary channels of business and genorally retilictea ”: 
in @ peculiar way, The old Virginia Centlomean though highly educatcd in other 
rospects *as sometimes sadly ignored in business and inclined to mke up by 
speculation what was loot in oxtravagent living and mismanagomen’ cud somotimos 
cards ond horse racing brought him te ruin. Then his plodding noichbor ¥nO wag 
making monsy by attending to businesa instead of to his family pedé¢groe was cenere 
ally on hand at sheriffs eale to buy him oute. Yet, hovevor kind and liboral te 
might be and no matter what amount of wordly goods he might accwmlate he could 
probably obtain the friendship ond respect of his reduced neighbor but in no 
possible way bring it about as to induce his aristocratic but unfortunate friond 
$0 regard him a3 an equal. The old Virginia settlors implanted here the peculiar 
virtues of thoir rece, Their sagacity judgment and untiring industry have left 
jasting and imperishablo monument to their momory in tho laws and institutions 

of & County which they found a wilderness ond which they made to bloom as the TOS@.6 
Born and educated in a land of slave holders they wore trainod to commind, trained 
+o respect their elders and to reverenoo their law, they also knew how tc obcy 
iegitimate outhority. With them to vill was to exocute and with the brawrey negro 
race the best working force in the world when undor authority, forest discrrparoed 
at their bidding and fields of waving grain and cotton stood in their stead, 
yillages for their Negroos crowned the hills, barns and grainaries wore constructed 
and soon filled to over flowine, The writings of Paulding and Kennedy and Sirms 
give vivic portraituros of this ncble race in Virginia and Maryland and Kentucky 
and it i9 a lifo like picturo of them here in the earlier and bettor days of our 
people. The settlers of 1609 to 1819 had their reward in a long and prosperous 
life and died in peaco surrounded by friends and relatives. Theirs was tae crown 
of a busy and usocfull life and 2 fitting cloos, to an honorable -nd glorious 
career. Thoy left ample mesns for their fmilies. Thoir sons cnd tho husbands 
of their daughtors ocoupied high places of politicel proferment, or wore leadors 
tn their professions. A happy and fortunate race, how difforent has been the 
fate of théir sons and how little they deserved the misfortunes that wera visitod 
upon then. It was one of the mistertoua ~disponsntions of providonco beyond 
humin kind that such sore oalamitivos befell go pure and noble a race, tio havu 
heard so much dis¢usting hypocritical cant in thes e latter days about tho course 
of slavery being visited on the descendants of the alive holders that if it wore 
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true we should lose faith in divine Justico. Tho noble race of mon who sont their 


sonssons to dio for their country gave them to humor freedom and not to slavory. 


- 
- 


Generations untold had legalized tho institution of slavery at the tine of the 
Rovolution. Slavery existed throughout tho Union and the sighing of tho Declara- 
tiontion of Independence that laid down tho sactetne that all men were erortod 
free and equal would unanimously havo voted down the pee eeered that the “frican 
is the equal-of the Caucasian. I% was thoir proud and lofty bearing their natural 
adaptation from birth and training to govern a cause in itself of grave offonse 

to ignoble natures. A hatred for the slave holder personally and no inmte love 
for freedom or the slave that was the motivo that inaugurated the war on the slave 
holder. The large foreign emigretion to tho north of an’ element vrofoundly ig- 
norant of tho workings of slavary in the South and knowing than only by hichly 
colored protratitures from the writings of fanatics give tho North a prenoncer.nce 
that was unhesitatingly mde use of to overwhelm tho South. The air of th: old 
slaveholdurs died by thousands on the battle field their fathers staked out <-nd 
losy all they gave their property and their children rah sacred cause and when 
all was lost in despair and humiliation, they diod broken hearted. ‘hile over- 
Weening prides and ambition actuated a few but the miny recognized the conflict 

as inevitable and it wad inevitable. A delay in the conflict would have weikened 
the south and strengthened the North and a grest mistake made by southern peonle 
was in the post ponemont of the issue until the North grow too strong to mike 
resistendos to their encroachments mes ib ie/ The southern people were not resnonsibdle 
for the inatitution of slavery, thoir climate and eoil had in the natural progress 
of events loft slavery among thea and if geographical pesition had made the 

Korsh slave and the Couth freo, thoy would havo nover have interfered with it 


but would have left it as a local question to be settled ty the people of the States. 








Foro slavory existed. Our poople felt tho doop:rosponsibility that slevory imnosed 
‘them and Workod honestly and sincoroaly to minigo this poculiixs institutlin accor- 


to the dictates of conscionce and for tho good of tho countcy Bnd sinecrely 


toved that it wis thoir duty to up hold and mint:in tho institution. “Roy 


provod their saincority by tho protracted otrongth, thoy mide for ita pornctustion 
+h 


hocauso thoy beliowod thit slavery was right and Seater in the warrtfor ste abolivioa 
thoy folt that thoir fraodom wis at stcke. They woro conquored ana slavary is sone 
pediy but few would recall it and havo tho issuos it involvod renovwed. iany now 
rocognizod the hand of providonco in its dostraction and the d2y my como then we 
si seo the benorits resulting from its abolution. Now wo soe tho Souvh for a period 
of twonty yoara hio Jmbored assiduously to clear away the wreck of tho Civil wz: 
# find the negro in worse condition than slavory and tho waito min laboring uncon 

Pista difficultios in tho mmefment of a largo ignorant and thriftless nonuistioa 

that rests and immovablo inculous on tho Southern poople. Society hus becn dis- 

orcanized and elomonts of a now charmctor coming lod with the old nativo southern 2. 
Bint this may so interminglo in the courso of time that tho distinctive tTpa of 

outhorn chontracter my bo lost but it is not probiblo that this Country will over 

Bow & race of men who will bo thoir equals and tho present generation till pess 

reforo the injustice intolerence and corruption of the horde to hich our Country 

hao given 4s a prey by ow? unscrupulous conquors will be forsiven or forgotton. 

fennossee and North Corolina furnished a considorablo proportion of our early 

sottlers. The Tonnesseans genorally wore origimlly from Virginia or North Carolin. 

ind wore as a rule mon of moderate moins who did not belong to the old Virsinia 

tlass, They wore mny of thom of the pioneor tyno who comaoncing with the Rov- 

dlutiontry “ar had moved in adv ance of tho tido of ia eon aes had driven tho 

Indians from tho North Carolina and Goorgia sottlemonts had in many bloody con- 


Tlicts ta':en middle Tennessee from them and when there were no more indians to 


ofor them the cige of battle 


a 


eo-dually move: southward first to. inchostor, Yornesses and this inte ooo. 
waith eucy wore among tho Tirst to oociuny. liera thos Yonna@’a land of See ie 
plenty aid many of them hero selected rorscneas homes smi smeat wackr se 2 atnt 


Ua Seuncerethoir oun vinorand £17 troes., §Thoso mon Mora ol th> Tlasst te - of 


tho pioiecr race. Thoy wore iadustrious cnd honost and rabriotic simole on Siciy 


> 


nabits cf the purost ropublican typo in politics cid her mie Reveres. P28 en 
Gili: GnGdein gonosrespcetsiicon the old Virginialyive holders you the ofnieriicd 
rom &@ cOmnon ancestry many of their virtucs anda not miny of thelr vices cal 2 
faults. ‘any of them roso r:pidly in wealth and positien and rade up in cerend 
native coitnon sense for tha lack of oarly cducational f.cilities. are. ware 
Q.ys of tho Revolution the feud of the Whiga and Portes in “North 
ersated 2 prejudice among tke Vir-inlans apainst tho poonls of tw fos ay tite 


and tho elder of the nresent generation cin recollect tho tins whan haliin: fwou 


noreh Carolina was somewnat of an impodimone to tho favor of the imsssc, Sus 


LO CKGLIVOMMUSEUNaG ONONCCICOM LOGOS AVI SELI@u PairceOm UlO Orica tlOs 2. 7. 
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state vas from the frontier Countios of the Stats. and many o 
and ignorant. Another reason was that a few North Carolim tories Tours 2 0.2 
wey hithor and whon fo:nd out they soucht a mora congenial Country, fc:- 

follows tho brand of Cain mwas unon thea. “noraver tasy found Gla Vir-inl.. os 


D- 


‘outh Carolina end their only place of rofugo vas Gsong tho Creole Nacs 32 aut 


é 


Alabama, Wicsissipri, and Louisiana who know notnins of “nig or Tory. Pras 
his projudico existed to a considerable extend jot a large cloment of tho sre 
mneit sottlers from this State rose above it and many oor Gur distinguished mcn 
wore m.tives of the old North “tatee For the pgreavcr portion of our livss wa 


WOrORACCUStOmaGd tO nel Dd) bie old Morth States clip ouLnGl snocan of and oyon 


When our Civil Var was Inaugurctod it was indulged in to some cxtont and tio boy: 


tiora disposed to dovido the Tar Nocls. [ut tho socuel nrovea now NEL Ake RE 


neoplo of noichboring statas know of each ON sr. AG the Comscnceseat of tie 
PEt ROrcusCasoL or naGeenoibcst drillog an 12aCu v0 OnLy Criiiod trc.3 in t: 


x - : a's 


Sarva cavandetrom the tirst battle Of fanadsnads) to tho close om Cho wan tite rel 
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their own among the best and bravest of our uncqualled inftcntry of tho arny of 
Virgingn. we now know that in patriotism, intelligente, culturo cad soldierly 
qualities they are tho peors of the bost and though thoy vind toatoabeneie 
character by horioc doads on the bittlo field , yot that vindication iis proved 
sufficient and nothing but ignorance or projudice will at Hosen kent ay cast a 
roproach at tho people of tha proud old stato. ‘There sac 86 a considoreble 
foroign cloment in our first settlemont among who were many men who bocam3 
prominent, they were generally of Scotch and Irish docont with = fer old Taglish. 


Those mon were among the best of our citizons and contributed in « remarkable 


degree to tho devolopmont and prosperity of our Country. Promineat anonz ‘nese 


See 





woro tr. Patton and J. J. Donogan, icCartney, “re 3. Talier, Samucl Nottors, Rov. 
LY 

John Allen, the Allisons, Noal 3. Nose, James 0. Crump whose nares Gra wel. and 

favorably known to our poople. A largo proportion of the first settlors iu Nea 


Madison wore from the State of Tennossoe and gave that portion an cnviable zc- 





putation ag a ponceable orderly and industrious community. Those dtrrercas 
potionalities havo lost their destinctive character and thoir descond.nts ars 
citizons to the manor born, Tho changes yrought by the Civil “ar hed ccc 2 bur 
littlo to the foreign clement and oxcept the mrkxed incretse of the Jewish cicnont 
our white population 1s minly composed of descondants of tho original scttlers 
and our population is composed of the best matorial equal in culture ane >.Plnse 
ment to any in the “South. The old slave holding elancnt that once coviposce a 
larze dostinetive clamant in our midst was swopt out of existance by the tor cd 
there 4s no aristocracy save that of real worth, As a genoral rule ths w:. lcft 
our people poor ond thoss who havo since become prominent in. difforeat avec: sion 


a 
and professions havo attained succoss by thoir own exortions and mony of them are 


d dz eae 
esendants of the working pe and mochanios of the old regino. 


CLEARING Tis LANDS 


- . ~ - wry aN + 
“hon our forefathers came to this County 1% “as coverod averywniore ¥ 
be oC Prne > ler 4S 2 ax 
Siciont forest. The troos were gonerally of thea larcast oF thuis spec 
ye ma oe , Pour] in = 
ponlar or limo trce were exceptionilly nunorous and large ene were foun: in ver 


i¢ 
a 
- 


fection on tha best soil. ‘To reiovo the vrinitive forests o> deaden thc ao 
tacts of no little wignitude, T o cut down and romove the trees from % erate 
was impossible and tusy were girdled, that 13 4 cisclo cutting thoougs wi.c sap 


Was girdled round thoir trunks. The best tins to offecwually perform this task 





Dye es ars 
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wos in August and Septembor as whoa girdled at this poriod thoir vitality 


was offcotually dostroyed,the loaves foll off and woro not renewed and if 


- . 
J 


fenced befcre spring tho crops were plantod, But tho first year it was . 
not expected that thoy would produce a good crop a3 tho trees stood so thick 
that they took a great doal of the tillable land ond thoir roots mdco thorough 
culture impossible. Besides whon spring oponod the undergrowth shot up in 
the rich soil and the sprouts were removod with the old fashioned credving 
hoe or mattock that differed from it in having a blade for chopping on upper 
end of tho implement. Plow among the roots was Q very unploasant and 
slow business and the word grub was 4 synonym for tho hardost of all kinds of 
mnual labor. As @ goneral rule for the first two or threo years tho inrus had 
to be grubbed over acre by acro by which time tho sprouts and tho roots near 
the surface were gotten rid of and the plowing was loss difficult. Sut adbmt 
‘ 
the second the second year the small branchos of “tho girdled trees bezin to 
fall, covering during the winter the surface with thoir debris whica hoe to 
be gathered one burnt in the spring bofero plowing commenced, Thon vis icss 
durable timber began to decay and -vostratod by the winter gles and bie to 
be cut off, piled and burned bows plowing could be done. At first this 
task was not so great as the emiller trees and limbs from largor ones could be 
easily handled but when in course of timo tho big hickory and oak ane poplar 
soon bogin to tumble, the matter grow serious and involved a month or six 
wooks arderous labor. On large plantations where thore was an adequate force 
of stout mon and stouter oxen photons was done by tho hand s on the plentation, 
but in a region of small farms a cooporative system was introducod ond vhat 
was temod log rolling was the order of the day. In tho first pice the 
owner of the field cut notches on tho large logs at intervcls of about tea 
feet and startod a firo on each notch and when the firo had woll csucnht no 


laid a largo dry limb across the notch wich ctusht sud ourned until it 
4n half on each side of the log. Morning and evoning the logs Wore mondicd 


gap made by the fire and as the firo gnaved decpor, filling it up with 


6s 


combustible material until it cut tho log into, which wis soncotinos cone as 


smoothly as if out with a saw. Gonerally the fidekury once fairly ignivod, 


burned up root and branch but the oak ond poplar burned into cuts sonoti mos 


ton or a dozen to a troc. Gonorally dn favorablo yoatner it took about 2 woek 


, t 





to burn off tho logs and hunt borane log rolling day tho farmer wont over tno 
ground with his aze and cut off logs the fire had ste aeael 45 a rulo each 
farmer had one or two logrollings in spring but he oxpected tho help of ali 
his neighbors and had to gE thom so he calculated to spond threo or Tow 
weoks in the business. Tate was generally an understanding on what ay tee 
man was to have his logrolling to prevont confusioa in tho work and there vas 
froquontly a working force of forty or fifty stalwart men on tho ground. Tuacy 
would go to tho large troes and turn the gocond cut from tho root. at riche 
angles and cut two or three others and roll them alongside as a base COmbsc 
log heap and prying up the others, they would insert enalione otrong cocg= 
wood hand spikes until thoy rosted on as mny as tho langth allowed and thea 
with a min at each end of every stick the yord would to givon, the log woula 
rise and thoy would walk to tho logheap with ite Tho ran next tha log heap 
would place the ends of the stick upon 4+ go over to the other side and to 
united strength of the whole party would elevate tho handsticks ané slice tne 
log to itsp place. Thus the work would go on in a marvolously short sfico of 


time, tho heap would be completed by piling on tho heavier part of the trcc 





top. The portions the owner could handle wero not touchod as tho odjoct 
was to pile up the logs he gould not lift and thoy gonerally had no tina to 


lose, except an hour at noon thoy generally Worley nay a ae: 





logs were all rolled and the host expected then to remiin uavil after sunper 


even whon thore was no frolic or dance to detain than. Good whiskey wa 


cheapcheap and abundant and there wa3 an awful supply gsnorally on hand an 


while nearly evorybody partook of it, saouniceat Oe Was vory Taxve on suc. occas 


jong. The men went thore to work and while intoxic tion was no disgrace te 
’ 
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yet 1t was considered unnoighborly and dishonorable to shirk from <ny causa sfoay jig 





part of the work for which you wore slrcady or oxpested to bo pnid in kind. Tho 
| loads these Sh tot on thoir hand apikos vee i Co Tati ie soncstimes the locs 
would be ao Inrgo that a man could not soe across it and to a bysttndor on cithor i 
side it looked as if tho huge log was crawling off with a singlé rom of mon wslkim | 
on one side.Like all other frats of atrongth there was a peculiar sleicht in 
grasping the stick in carrying the body and in Walking “ith the huge load and tho 
phsase to "Tote Fair” originited in the necessity of an equal division of the hand 
spike under the log as betweon men of nearly equal strength tio or three inches 
in the divide of the handspike mde a great differonco in woight, ouch had to carry 
and where a strong min mtched with a woaker one tho strong mans end of tho stick 
was shortencd.in due proportion. In 4 spaco or two or throe reeks tho logs in tho 
fields for miles around would bz piled in vast hoaps and sot on firo and at nicht 


the whole neighborhood would be illuminated. In those days spring como oarl: sconcr- 





ally people were planting by the middlo of March and by tho first of April tha | 


weathar was warm and pleasant. Then thore was anothor dangor to moet, the san part 





of the decayed troes got dry and burned like timber. Some times the rind would 
rise and sparks from the log heaps would catch and sot the dead forest on fire and 
the farmors would have to fight for thoir fence amid tho fire and sroko and blazing 


branches from the falling treos, sometimes thirty or forty acres would bo on 


fire and tho whole neighborhood would come to the rescue. A blazing branc. o> a 


“burning trunk would fall on tho frnce, the mon would hasten to the point of éincoxr 


then vould come the ery "Tho fenco gs on fire” from some watchful écntinel th 

rush to tho place and tearing down the fonco and renoving the Qils and so it 
vs 
{ 





would be kont up until the fire died out for want of fucl. Tho heavy fores 

on ths mountrins and noar tho fields would drop a heavy covoring of leives 

fall and vwintoxw and they becoming dry in the spring accidently would bo sect on fire. 
poke) ro 


The fire would probably start on tho mountzins, night after nicht the lin ee | 
would appear longer and wider, the wind would riso and it would get cnone the cane-= 
brakes and the poppidg of the canoe vould sound like tho skirmish line of csposing 
armies. The farmers would bo up in arms against it. They would clear le : lines 


round their fonces and sot them on fire in lons continuous lines on the siue next 
to the forost, soon the slower lino of flano wculd be mot by the tastor, tho f1: no 


Would shoot up for 4 moment and then die out along the tholo line and tho D.omovs 
with a sigh of relief would go to thoir homes to snatch a few hours of rovsse vo 


SS 
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fit thon for tho arduous labors of tho approaching day. Outside if the labor of 


preparing, piling and burning the loge there was a vast cmount pz duilding anc 


fencing to be done anc tho mea of that day wore arong tno best axomen in tz world. 
“nunovur buildings wore ercetod it ae nocesnary to cut down and romove a considor= 
ablo portion of the forest. The housos wero generally m-do of Yors and cvovercd 
with boards and in the eirlior settlaacnts tho boards ware hold down by weisnt pols 
and tho doors hung on woodon hinges, and tho old fashioned drawbirs vere uscd in- 
stead of gates, It genorally wes seven or eight years before tho jand was cloarod 
goncrally of tinder, The oak ond Foplar troes generally lingored longest and wore 
sowotimeg dostroyed by firo as thoy stooke While tho folling and removal of the 
forost onvolved a vast amount of labor and no Little injury annually to tho cro" ing 


crops, yet it ie maintained that tho mass of rubbish falling from tho trcos con- 
tributed matorially to keeping up tho land. Tho value of the timber destreyca by 
fire in clearing our land is immense and if on tho land to day would be autdruplo 
{n value of tho lends at the highest figure, they ever roached snd it is unrorvunite 
for the Country that the poorer shoals had not been left in timber as tho wius of 
tho lnnds ‘ould be greatly onhanced thereby. Timbor at that time wis of gy Rory 
no Value and as far as could bo foresoasn tho supply secined {nexhaustible. Gur 
County has reachod its erovning point of acricultural prosperity about tac yr - 
1650 «hen protty well all tho ayailablo lands on tho old farns had beon cleso 7c 
up and put into cultivation and at that period very Tettlo ‘ekoarod lana Ges 27. 
4dle. But in tho nearer portions of the County esnecially on Flint and Paint Toc!: 
the river londs once considered of vory little veluo havo becn cleared since tis ear 
and is the main relianco of those parts of the County for corn and grain. Vhils ta0 
disaproarance of the timbor from the fields has rendorcea them moro liablo to the 
tWaghiag of the heavy rains and thoy havo croatly depreciated in producing powc> the 
County 4s undoubtodly healthior. There igs loss deposit of vogetable cattcr ia the 
slouchs for creation of misoma and many noxious lands and bayous have filled up 
and aro in cultivation. Thero is less obstruction to the creeks and rivers and tho 
drainage of tho Country is matorially improved. Put with the diminution of the 
forest area tho reasons have become moro uncertain, tha rainfall decraased and 
drouphts moro frequent. Many fino springs which forty or fifty years aco furnished 
wato. the yoar round havo oithor totally disappearec or run for part of the cvason 
only. Neerly all of our lands that aro worth cultivating have beon cleared and & 
considerablo area of the oldor lands turned out 2s worthless, “hilo as a rulo ws 
have sufficiency of timber for fuol yot good tinbor for fencing and beiling is 
growing searce. Tho vorn out lands in the Country ourht to be planted in cored 
tinbor plants and *nrken care of until the saplings could take care of thexsolvas. 
A Country s:.orn of its tinbor Iislikely to bocomo a Gosert and there is no ¢reaver 
bonovit we could confor on coming generations thon tho inaucur-tion of timbor culsc 
ture. The timber on land 1s its most valuablo production, ond its destruction mA 
ought to bo stoprod, 4nd its areca extondod. Tho wostern prairics when thirty 
yoars ago a atick of timber could not be scen for milos now hava oxtonced aress 
of young forests planted by the presoat gonorition that will soon bo sufficiont for 
ordimiry purposes, ‘And it is our tuk not to ronedy tha evils of 2 timber fominc 
whon it 4s unon us but to prevent it by taking moasuros to proscrve the procc... 
supply &3 Woll as to utilize our worn out riolds by Miking thea tne source of 
futurs supplies, 
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Cultivation of Soil and History of Farming 


fhe first grade of lands in thls Country have proved to ve of tho vory frade 
equal to any on tho Continent. Tho porsistont cultivation of nese lands for 
a porlod of sixty yoars or more in cotton without forvilicing or rotation of 
crops and their producing qualittosnoy ure two pisses creies? first grado 
lands. Tho river botton lands subject to overflow and tho ighap lands tho 
water nover covors, The former class is gonorally planted in corn from the 
fact that tho old shell doposits on these lands make them too strong in line 
for cotton and because whero wator gots over tho land it would not destroy 
the corn only by washins it away, yot it would uttorly ruin o cotton crop and 
the planter can take no cxtra risks on his cotton crop. ‘These rivor bank 
lands rataing a great proportion of this original productions and unless in 
very dry soasons aside from proparing and plantings from six to eight weoks is 
sufficient for cultivation and the yhold 49 senorelly from forty to fifty 
busnuels of Born to tho acre. The tennessoe River lands will probably rotsin 
their fertility for an indefinite period as tho rivor denosits in time of hic. 
tide kcop up tho fertility of the lands, There is also an extendive area or 
of lands on the maller streams that remain productive from the szue course 
&ud the area of these lands is steadily increasing. \hon bottom lands are 
first cloared out from the river banks they ara cut up by ponds and sloushs 
that make «a considerable aroa of waste lands, but after these Jands are 


. 


Cleured these wot placos gradually fill up and the lfnd becomes level. These 
spots once unfit for cultivation are fillod with alluvitl soil and soon bo- 
cone fit for cuitivation and of remarkable fortility and this County will 
aluays be able to hold its high rank ag o grain nroducine Country. “When the 
County was first cleared up there was a large wroportion cf “hits creon brias 
svainns lands near tno foot of tho mountain ridgos that our ancostcrs considered 
worthless and was not cleared until rocontly. it wa find from tho ridses has 
heon deposited on those lands and that thoy havo becom2 vary forvile and hive 
provod 4 wiluable addition to our agricultural rassurcss, “Any Tamers whose 
broken lands have been isphed away and mido conprr:tively sterile find full 
Compensution in thoir onco bottom or sarp innds ond mmke s much or more on 
their farms than when they xoro first clearod, "ut the soil on these lsnis 

has cone fran the hichor lands which have thus lost wht the level lands have 
gainod 2nd consequently we find that-thne great delive-ation has boon ta wm 


were once tue cotton aroa of the County. This the socond class of our fivs% 
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ercde lands has lost considerably in productive poor and their cultivition has 
not for a long time been profitable, W hora tho lands “re broken especially near 
the mountains tho want of protection by hill side ditching Ending aase ieee culti- 
orien thoy have boon badly cut up by ditchos and gullies formed by tho mountiin 
torrents ond have lost a large proportion of {illablo area fron tho above cuuse 
and aleo from the increasing sterility of tho surface from the vashing off of the 
alluvial soil, These lands known as the red and brown clay lands produco fino 
crops of clovor and green crops and aro oasily restored and vith a sufficient 
population to make their restoration and development Qa necessity could bo casily 
‘rostored to their original fortility and our farmers who have changod their 
system by cultivating clovor and wheat and a regular rotation of crops are 
amply repaid in an annual increase of thoir wheat and oat end clover crops. 

‘hors wo find gravel beneath the alluvial soil instead of the pure clay of which 
fortunately tnore fo but a small proportion the task of reclamation is neariy 
hopeless and they will either be idle or tho crops will be kent un by the uso 
of artifical frertilizors, Unfortunately a considerable part of these sterile 
lands have been cloared and badly cultivated the littlo alluvial soil rashed 
away and yellow gravel beds romain the fields have been turned out and are now 
covered with a stunted growth of bushes and briars and thoy should remin un- 
cultivated exceps to tr7 to renow tho growth of timber upon thom, Tho clay 
lands require intelligent culture restoration of tho elements of production 

4nd a rotation of crops. The cheapest and best nothod of restoration is 

sowing green crops and plowing these under. About the year 1850 tho agri-e 
Cultural production of Medison County reached thoir mximum, noarly all of 

the best available upland for cotton had been put into cultivation and tho 
bottom lands were new and fresh and their yéold enormous. Our best farmers 
Woile they raised large crops of cotton also raised corn and wheat in quani-~ 
ties aud were also riising conaidorable cropa of wheat, oats, beans, and poas.. 
Tho dvcline in the price of cotton mde it the intorest of tho farmer to 


raise cotton crops on his best land and support his plantatioa on tho rest 


of his farm, About this timo plantors whose nogroes woro multipling rapidly 





bogin to look wostward to Mississippi basin for a now #iold of labor and to 


gradually pave the way for a new systom of labor and firming. They haa the 
sapacity to forsee that North Alabam except on Tennessoo Riveor could not 


compete in cotton with Louisiana and Mississippi and Arkansas and bogen to 


make investments in the cotton producing arcad south and wost and to turn 





their attontion to clover and small grain to the drain:go and improvemont of 
tho home farms, and the reform in farming has fairly inaugusatod at tho bee 
ginning of the Civil War. Any min who reoall the condition of tho farm of 
Dr. Thomas Fearn and Benjamin S. Popo and many others thoy can ocsily recall, 
oan form a fair Goabentiod of the chinge in our system of farming that but m 
for the war would have soon mado Madison County the finest agriculturel County 
in the Stato, There has been a groat doal of invidious criticism on Southora 
farming since the war and many strangers among us have thought that thoir 
mission was Me educate tho southern farmer. They mado no allowance for the 
ruinous offects of four years of war that left the people bankrupt, their 


fonces and barns and houses destroyod, their farms grown up in sedse and | 





bushes and washed to pieces by the floods, They mde no allowanco for tho 
destruction of labor system and the utter and complete demoralization of our 
agricultural interests. When the war closed it was a question of subsistence 
&nod not of money making. One or two bad crops after the Yar found starvation 
‘staring us in the face and the Government was compelled to come to our aid 

ia the prevention of suffering ainong the mssos,.. Our most onterprising farmers 


wio had used their credit in purchasing lends and Negroos hid their proporty 
swopt avay Gnd wore overwhelmed by debt. Thoir cotton on hand at tho boginning 
of the war hid beon destroyed or confiscatod and thoso who had bcon able to 
realizo largo sums from sale of cotton thoy had mantged to snve from the wrock 
had to use their monoy for the support of their formor slaves. “hen thoy 
mide crops during the war they wore taken by invading -rmies for subsistance 
and thousnnds of them whose sons wero in the Southern 4rmios after paying 
hish prices for vrovisions and raisins enough corn and moat for the hands on 
their pdintations saw themselves stripred of ovory pound of moat and evary 
‘ ear of corn by trains of army wagons for which many of them nover recoived a 


7% 


dollar in compensation. This was the faruors oxnerience in North Ainbama 


for four long yoars and it is not strange that thoy word utterly broken up 


and their enorgies paralized. Aftor the wir cime banksuptsy and ruin. They 


wore responsible for liabilities that the war had mde it impossible for then 


, 


to moet. Their negroes had beon eminc Lpated da yero anong them a tnriftloss 
race unfitted to manage their business or support their pein WS and dopernding 
on thoir former ownora for advice and assistance. The soldiers who survived 
tho war and returned to their ruined homes vore without money, clotning or 
farming implomonts. Those who had farms found them in ruin and their M@ailios 
destitute, Tut the new element that peace roturnad to us were a caifferent 

race of men to what they ware at the beginning of the war, They wont out 

a bravo generious high epirited race but many of thom hed nover known advorsity 
as they had been raised in opulonce but tro war had trained them to labor. 

They knew how to meet and ovorcome difficulties by persavering +bthe end anc 
wore peculiarly fitted for arduous task of restoring Pooeant wae tne Country. 
But while in a few years thoy roclaimed their lands and managed to surport 
their families yet it was impossible for them to improve the lands énd carry 
on their farms as ren knew how to manage thom if they had beon able to make 
the monoy to invost in them. But they had to go in debt to sunport their 
fenilies for the first year as they had been discharged to lato in the season 


to comaence a cron and when thoy cormencod farming they wore comnelled to 
make cotton to ray their debts and when cotton vont down they had e price for 
provisions that mido it impossible to realize any vrofit on their crops anda 
for yoars it was a strugslo for existence and tho payment of thoir debts uncor 
@ normal stat: of affairs, their onorgy and persistence would have commanded 
success but thoy wero so unfortunate cireumatanced that croat, success was in- 
possible and no paople have done botter all things considored. “hilo they 
ware sciooled to hardships, toil and sdversity they had a great deal to learn 
about economy and meny of thom prid vory dear for thair exnerience. while 
northern araios who were enriched by tho war mikes invidious commirisons and 
look with contompt on our faming systam, yot there ics no Gonot tht those vo 
the monor born are greatly thoir superiors in their xmowLedce of southern 
farming and wallo tho northern onigrant may teach us vlusble lessons upon 
thie-subject of deversity of products and in true economy yet to the intelli- 
gonce and experience of our om poonle ve must look for the Gisseminstion of 
useful information amon; our plentins community. We receive a vast amonnt of 
gratuitous and useless information fiom men what know nothing abour our labor 
or lands but the practical experience and observation of our enlightened 
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planters “ho are fond of agricultural pursuits and aro dovoting their ltvos 


prourcss and <enertee The work thoy have undert:ken is a lone 2nd argéious 
one but fox of thom mny livo to sex the gtncizlo result of their labors but 

if we have not thu wiilve elosent of progross in our midst we necd HOw C2nCes 
it by importation because our farming population ere the foars of any of 

‘oem in nativo sonso and far superior to them in experionca. our old fornors 
foresaw the avils of thoir syoten of farming, they knew the wear and tcar to 
Which their lninds were aahevestns and the necessity of new cotton areas for 
their slaves and wero rapidly adopting theuselvos to circumstances, ‘hen ine 
terrupted by the war thoy were PEG engaged in the following projects. 
The sendiasg of their slaves wesrvard to the true cotton lanés,, tho presczyntion 
of their faras ~ judicious hill side ditching and Be lentitic dreinaca vherc- 
ever practiceble,a change from ootton to all grain clover and pons, the tn- 
provonent in grain, clover snd peas. The improvement in their stock and an 
extensive system of stock farms to which thoir farms were so woll ada ptec. 

4 road systan giving the famming conmunity good turnpike reds to tho river 


and rsilroad. These ware somo of tho projects of the wise and enlichtosod 


farmers of Ante Bellum days and but for circumstances onvolving unforses: enc 


unprecedented calamities they would doubtless have executed thoi> dastens an4 
realized their droams of future prosperity to our poople. The nrcsent fenvPa= 
vion have the same judgoment end forosight, they keenly oprreeiato our nods 
Gnd suor’ comings but they lack one great olonment which our fathers posscssca, 


“the financial ability to carry out the plans the execution of which would 

give new impetuous to our sgricultural community and afford to then proper 
renuneration for their Inbor, Our facilities for lsbor are devicicnt ana 
while our lands are of Spee to handsomoly support doubis. cur prasent noyu-= 
lation are capable of great imvrovoment in productive powor, wo must recollect 
that while it 18 easy to dostroy, yot the work of restoration is a slow and 
tedious ono involving yerrs or oven gonerations. Adversity has mado our 
Miraers studonts in their nerofes-ions and they ara dovotiaz Sales Hie) qeeye 
talont to the quastion of pamainent improvement. Their oxpericnce and obsor= 
vation will boar their full fruit in coming yours and zhile CRO COM aos 
they are raaping no substantial conponsition for thoir yet future canorations 
Will give them honor for their inauguration of an ora of farming PaDolonin ve 
Our productions now are extensive and valuable as the census ‘repores DEOVG 
aad our hope of future development lies in the inprovezcat of our lands cond 


the inercase of our crops and farming population. 





Eouso Building 


Yao oarly settler when he had solected and enterod his honestead hed his 


- 
- 


tract of 80 or 160 acres of hoavy forest with not a troa missine. If hoe 


was a new comer in the country with no shelter for his family oxcopt his 


, 


rude tant or covered wagon ono or two beds and a few cooling utonsils, his 





wife and childrod and a morioty of tio vast wildorness war his earthly pro- © 
fessions, He generally had his gun and dogs an nxéyor two, ‘some iron wodgos 

and owned or could borrow a crons cut saw. Fortunately for hin there were ce 
others Fraps, situated and their first work was to foll a huge oak, sar ‘3 
and split it snakes into boardse ‘the pouthorn term for boards did not in- 

clude sawn lumber but most boards riven out of oak about halt en inch thick 


from three to four foet long and from six to eight inches wide.e The first 


work was to cut forxes of sufficient length and fix thom at a proper distance 





upright, lay polea theroon and covor with boards. This afforded protection 
from the roins and thoy and their familios froquontly spent wooks with no 
shelter,if the weather required it they placed uprights round the scaffold and 
placed thick boards around the dides edgewise and kept to tioir place by a 
longer outor strip pogged to the uprichts. After a cabin wos built these 

ruce shelters wero sometimes used as kitchons until tho owners could find 

time to build more comfortable tenoments for such purposes. The pioneors 

ond his family wore accustomed to the hardships of frontior lifo. Trequontly 
thoy had journeyed two or three hundred miles in thoir wagon over now roads 

and through unbridged water courso camping out at night in the open air and 
ofton exposed to inclement weather. Sometimes the rain would fall and reise 
tho watarz causing them to have to halt on tho binks of crack and wait tzo or 
throe dnys for tho otroan to become rfordible. They wero accustciod to such 
wishins and weve a pationt persevering racee Fina)ly whon their destination 
roached the ride shelter erectad a hoorth stone laid end their home fires cind- 
led they felt the relief of him who aftor a long and tadious sea voyage is at 
last safely landed at his destination port. ‘Such was the expericnce of t'.9 orle 
ginal omigrants to our County and im after yours when they had attainod confort 
and prosperity, mony of thom looked back with regret to those days of privation 


and toil as the hanpiest days of their existence. Tho tools usually found in a 
Well equipped pioneers camp were axes, a fow augers, a foot ade, a dravins knife, 


wa 
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saws and sometimes a chisol or two, “road axes and cross cut saws yore sezrece | 
at first and camo moro into vorus sexteg thoy aspirad to hawed log housos. Tho first 
question in building a houso was tho help a Mints could reckon upon in his work if 
alone with no help but his wife, his logs wore mero polos cut noar or on the 
building site and wore of size that ha could handlo. "“nere thore worse a fow 
settlers in the noighborhood ho would cut thom larger and on the anpointed dsy his 
neighbors would cone over the lodges notchod with nico judgement and generally the 
few put up the boards, laid on tho roof and the weight poles placed oH the top 
one to each oourse of boards and kept separate by pieces of tinbor found of vrpper 
longth amore thapyeast pieces from his board tree. If he had his punchcons scalped 
and ready, the floor was laid if not ho mado a temporary one out of boards, 

The doors and sometimes a window was cut out after the pen was up, but if no cross 
cut saw was forthooming he had short logs cut proporly which were put in end proppdéd 


to thoir places as the building wont un facings were scalped smooth and recgod to 


the logs on each side of the door, A shutter was msda of bo2rds and sTuns on Woodeu 





hinges and thoy moved in, The chimncy place was provided in the seme ray as tho 
doore If the now citizen, when no taste for home improved he would build up 
his chimney to tho top of the chimney holo and dispenso vith a docr shitter until 


& more Convenient season which sometinos nevor came. “hon I res a small boy ny 
a 

father having been broken up morchendizing in Tallades. vent to the south yert 

part of tho county to an entry he had mado and well do I rocollect cur arrival 

at ovr new homes fe got thero in a little carryeall as it was called after éark 

in the early spring. The cabin was on a rocky hill and myself and next oldest 


brother, I waa nino and he nearly eicht took a jus and proved cur vay to the foot 


of the hill for water and when wa got back while ow mother was gottine supper , 
in tho open air, After supnor we brought boards froma pile fifty or sixty yards 
avay and mide a floor in the cabin, our beds were spread down and we were Ivllod 

to sleep by the mournful’whipporwill and tho persovering cud exasperating serecch 
owh. Our garden Was grubsed out and fenced and cultivated with a hog. Ina surnor 
wator bocame so scarce re boys had to bring it in jugs and buckets toarl:; kal 
&nile. My fathor thon due a well sixty feot deep and when we could do uso botter 
my mother, mynolf ard brother drow out tha cirt with a windlass. About thu middle 
of the autum my fathers shoulder was rut out of ploce, my skull fracturec by a 
fall from & horse and my grandfather sont a wagon and brough us back to eek OTL 
which was then considored the old Country. Luckily wo had frtends 2nd relatives 

to pull us through. Tho backwoodsmcn who. came hore had burned their ships bee 
hind thom and came here to stay, Gonorally th 
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4 


9 dé hutt ae : 
coor shutter was “G0 Sndsiung, the 
, Dp aa 


aed 


73 


stick ghimey run up above the house top tho logs of the cabin scalpod to a lino 


insido and out boards were smoothed and niiled inside for coiling a loft was 


s - 


laid over head for storage of odds and ends and when nails wore not forthcoming 


tho cracks wore olosoly chinkod ond then C-weee on tho outside with clay and by 


, ~ 


halp of @ roaring fire in the brozd fire wsde ah winter tho cabin was mode 
quite comfortable. This was before the Stone Ago when Sapue vane and comfort= 
able houses with upper storios and stone chimnoys cance on. These houses vera 
made out of the fine yellow poplar once so abundant all over the Country and 
the man vhose circumstances enablod him to build such housos had 4 housd that 
would last for half a century. They were genorally well covered with good 
poplar or chestnut shingles and a roof would last for thirty or forty years, 
sawing plank was a laborous business, yet in course of time tho mon minrgod to 
turn out a considerable amount of fine lumbor from their old saw pits. The old 
fashioned whip saw is now more of a relio than an ordinary working tool but the 
first settlers renote from saw mills an with four roads universally resort to 
hand sawing to get flooring and planking for other uses. A pit fivo or six 
feet was dug in ordor to make it easier to roll up tho logs. Tho saw stocks as | 
they wore tormed put on & framo and a man on top and one in the pit with a 
measured regular stroke sawed through the long cunmer days getting out tro or 
throe hundred feet of lwaber daily. Somo men followed the business as 2 trade 
and could make from one and & half or two dollard & day at the business. A 
large amount of the lumber used in building up tho city of Huntsville was sav 
in this way and many on old settler who lived to owm land and negro os got thoir 
start in life by pulling tho whip saw. As the houses grow = pretoatious and 
the logs heavier raising assombles grow in size :nd the knack of carryins un a 
corner one of the fine arts, It required the judgeront necessary to alter the 
notches for a good pit and at the same time ‘oop tho walls plumb so that when 


the wall was up there would be uniformity in tho cracks betwoon the Walls as to 
Vreu 


sizo. A wall straight and regular and the cornors neatly trimmed. Tho,men had 



































to be accomplished in tho use of tho axe and a good judgo of fora of symutry. 





Somo of these old poplar log houses aro still standing, but generally they heve 





boon woatherbosrded and disguised and aiefigurod by sf{do rooms and gullorics ux 
are hardly rocognizadle, Some of tho finest specimons of theso old timo bulldins 
are betweon Gurleyaville and Graysons Spring vhero some four or fivo such buildings 
wero erectod about fifty years ago and are still standing. ho art of chimncy 
building also attained considerable perfection the body of logs and tho stem af 
square sticks riven out of heart oak and the whole woll covorod ith a coat of 
good clay sie @ very good chimney and many of them wore well- proportioned and 
symmetrical in appearance. Thsy would not last a great whil unloss protocted 

from the rain which washed away the outer ae covering and dostroyod tieir 
drought by admitting the air onall sides. The standard chimney to the hewed 


log house was the rock chimney which was well constructed and last for gonora%ions, 


But the first settlers had no hewed log houses or stone chimneys, thesa were the 





work of @ later genoration. The first houses were tho log cabins with scalped 


% 


logs and tall wooden chimney stacks. 


~--- Pioneer Life Seventy Yoars Ago------ | 


Living as we do in an age replete with the comforts and conveniencos of modorn 
civilization it is difficult to form an adoquate concention of the inconvenicnces 
hardships and privations undergono by our fathers tho colonized Lndison County. 

Vie have facilities of transportation through our railroads and express company that 
onable us to command any of the necossaries or luxuries of lifo with but littlo 
labor or trouble on our part. fiehen we consider how great a part of the timo our 
Fathers Was daminded in obtaining many of tho absoluto necessities of life, ue 
wonder how it was that they had time to aocompolish the Mrge smount of work they 
@ccompolishsd. But in these days a little money wont a long way and the onchontc 
price of living to day demands as gro2t a part of our working hours as our ancostors 
lost in providirs necossaries and comforts for which wo spend moro monoy than they 
but thégh domands but little of our spare timo, Timo 15 moro valuable now than 
then from the fact that it ropres-nts, lest the elemonts of living that is it taxes 
two or threo tino the amount of actual labor for the support of a Working mons 
fanily and with tho samo damand on us of extra time for procurins tho absolucc 
necessaries of life we could not bo able to make a living. “hile medern procszos 
has extended the aren of our roal or imaginary ossentials for subsistence and 
comfort it has also placod them in casy rench and given us the oxtra timo uecesary 
to labor for their attalnnent. It is questionable whether Zi543 has beon a desire 
able change for tho laboring especially the industrious man. He beconos wedded to 
his work and allows his mind to contract to too marrow a smuere. He doos not suffie 
clontly choose his faculties of observation and while ko may read mors books end 


have more goneral informtion than his ancestors had, yet it is provable that he is 


80 
less acquaintod with naturo and her laws has loss self relianco and independence 
af thoupie and lesa native common senso. Thoso with leisuro for oulturo and ob= 
sorvation have a groat advantage ovor the mn i is compelled. to devote his time 
to manual labor capecislly rhere the leboring man bocomes completely merged in 
his peculiar occuration and the rasult is that the dividing line ‘totvoon montal 


and physical labor 1s bocoming morc pronouncod, and wo havo society moro elearly 














divided on the point of culture and talent than on rich and poor. Vealth my 
bo suddenly attained, yet the fortunate man is not so mich difforent fram his 
former co-worker, Culture and refinement is the product of long years of civili- 
_ zation and tho roal aalatoerdey tae tho land is its foremost vritors and thinkers. 
But i sot out to pioturo the lifo of our carlior sattlors with regard to the ordinary 
necessaries of'life., If asked what waro tho first necessities of lifo, most of 
us would say bread and salt and it is natural to supposo the procuring of those 
articlos was the first caso of our ancestors, yot thoy wore sometinca compellod 


to livo for a timo without oithex. Unloss the emigrants haprened to settle near 





an Indian Village which was not done ia this County bocduso they had no permonoent 
sottlements here. The procuring of thos9 articles froquontly involved a journg 
of fifty orahundred miles sad the traasportavion of thoso articles on pack hors 
Thon my Grandfather setiled at Hatills Factory noar Sinchester in the beginning | 
of the present cautury ho bought his bread and salt from noar Nashville the first 
year and although the sarly settlers had to go up to the noighdorhood of Tin- 
ohester for thair first supplies, yot that involved a journsy of from forty to 
fifty miles which took a largo amount of time ang labor and if their bread gave 
out they substituted jerked vonison. They made it an object the first year to 
ralse corn enough for broad and as thoro wero no mills oach regulatod family 
made a hominy mortar by burning 2nd cutting a large bowl in ths ena of = large 
atiok of tough timbor and using a lergs wooden postle ususlly run by 2 steop 

and miny of them who vere far from the mills usod droid innco fn vals way far 
many yoars. after they had mde a corn crop there were ciffurcnt substitutes 


for bread, lye hominy was one of the bost and most common because every bay 








could procure cloan wood ashos for tho purpose and there aro but fou dettor 


proparations of Indian Corn than a good article of lyo hominy, «Flour or wheaten 
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bread was but soldom sa3on and was brought fron Tennoos and Virginio. At first 
vory littlo of Lt was ovor-soon eer tho Country increised in population the 
most of the flour nas brought down the Tennesse to Dittos landing where there 

was a flour inspector Be ern reat sec that the Clour was properly graded and 
branded. About moat there never sas any great trouble for gzmo especially 

deer was abundant but to koep a supply of salt was a atttsr of serious difficulty. 
salt first crinmo from Inst ea arooe eel Virginia and Was somotimes hauled all the 
way from tho Virginia salt ‘orks to Muntsville and before Huntsville nas a tom 
the settlers went to Nashville after it and brought it down on pack horses. 

Yhen the population had incroasod the demand 1% was brought down Ser tH Oats or 
broad horns as they were called and became conparatively abundint,. then it had 
to be brought in sacks on packhorses,a two bushel sack was a largo supnly for a 
large family. The salt manufacturos at tho hoad wators of the Tennessee were soon 
abundantly able to supply tho Country and it was houled from the river in wagons 
ovor tho rough roads to all parts of tho County and sonotines the heel boats that 
earriod cotton down Paint Rock and Flint brought back a load of salt out it ws 
very hord work to pull a boat up ths current with evon a light cargo, Iran 

was scarce and high and many of tho first houses built did not havo a nail in 
4neme They mado their om furniture out of rough hown timbors. Many had cirt 
floors in their houses ond some used broad foncing split out of ponlar and cut 
and trimmed to a levol, Thoy dug thoir broad trays and turned their table ware 
out of buck oye or some other soft wood and had plates und disnes of povter. 
Their cupboards wore rude shelvos fastoned to tho walls of the house, with a slat 
pegzed across on which their dishes restod., The houseivives kept their peor 
boards scourod as bright a3 silver and sot them edgswise on thoir shelves ind 
thoy made quite a show when properly cleanod ana tastefully arranged. The 


tinkers whose calling is nox obsolute, traveled from house to house and did the 
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1 ropairing and rastevad vory littlo monoy, but a groat dodl in bartor in tho way 
in 
‘ of tho necessities of life. At first many dopendod on camo for a ate of 


neat which they shot or tranped and avery oat rogulatod family nad one or tro 





oteol traps. In hunting the old fashioned flint lock rifle was in general use. 








_ Thoy managed to kaep & supply of load but shot guns had not come into use end 


people had not loarned to make shot. Powder tas scarce and dear, but thoy wore 





equal to the omergoncy. They know how to make saltpoter out of the dirt in ine 
numerous cavos, thoy bought sulphur, burned charcoal of willov trees and manufactue 
red thoir own powdor. mis thouch not always 45 roliable as the product of the 

| prescat day, yet snswored a good purpose, Thoy Generally could got within chart 
range of thoir gamo and wore vory expert with their lonc rifles. To bring down 
a deor at full spood at tho distance of eighty or a hundred yards was not consi- 
derod @ remartable feat and those riflemen without disciplino or military experi=- 
ence routed at Now Orloans the finest European Army thst evor invaded our shores. | 
Buck exin was'{n genoral uso and from it was mde clothing, moccasins, hunting 
pouches and bed covering, It was used for sowing thread and twistcd into ropes. 
Flax was introduced early and did well, Many of tham had flax theels and aftor 
a while began to make linen and here and thero today we sce counterpanes and 
table linon of excellent quality and fine finisy and mide sevonty five or oichty 


years agoe Soon oach fanily hod its little cotton patch and as there wore no 





gins to clear it of the seeds thsy would in tho long winter: eveninzs pile it 
round the hearth and pick out the seed with their fingers and in this tedious 
way would pick out the wholo crop for the years cpinning. The wheel cares rool 
and liom were indispons=ble and wcro fraquontly of hose manusacture cnd the in- 


dustrious house wife generally had the walls crnincn*t with great fostoons of ; 
é4 
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white thread selected into hans ready for the warping bars. The clota they még 
Xt} 

was of exccllent qmlity and their homomade garmonts wera proof ag-iast bushss 

and bramblese ‘hen cattle beenme abundant tho ordimiry t2llow candle Toldsd or 


dipped was used in lighting their house but they rotired early in summer and haa 


ct 


opo2 Wood fires in winter anl did net have much occasion vor 2 lithh ot cite 
unless thero was sicimess in the family. Ia the fine -tsoes they wOULG mike a 
wick twenty or thirty foct long dip 1t in rosin and boasnax roll it in rouné + 
corn cob like a coil of rope and pull out the ond ne lisnt it ona by koopins it 
pulled up abovo tho coil. It would make a vory soud Lisht and lest Yoz % lone 
timo. “hen bod time cane if the fuuily was numerous and bho room suali tie oi¢ 
boys would go up a step laddor into the loft whore they would pass tho nich 
But boys were not particular wiere thoy roosted and frequently slopt in ths yurd 
under tho trees or went off hunting and growing tircd would kindle a iro off 
in tha woods and lie down and EYsen UNtL iso yelLien bs te me G 
“calico Was worth fifty cents a yard cad peste folks soldom wore it but they mage 
beautiful home spun dresces and it is said that the girls looked just as handsome 
in it as they now do in thoir silks and catins. 
Sports And Fast Tinos 
Although the lifo of the early sett lors was Lull of hardships aad privctiocnas, 


yot they were ao choorful and social Beebe and minaged to spond u considerabdla: 


= 


ortion of timo in the sports and social aniusauants of tho Suc, ‘hese vero nan 
vf 
N 


and varied and of a charactor to devolop “ully their physical usture.- iny person 


familiar with th: linoage of the higher classes would noturclly infer thet sho 


turs would ke precedence of the higher sports after th Country ned més <csmo 
advancement vis civilization. Thus wo find that horse racing was & faveriss --ort 
CL ail ClassesyseeAterrirst in s%o of quardor or scrub ruccss cna then 2t = later 
doy shen srorting men began to im mport thorouchbred:s, regular race tracks wore 
“established and the sport arforded a widcr scope. There wus a rico trect ner 
thoprosent rosidonce of Or. C. A. obinson that tao woll patronized by the srorte 


ins mum of the day, Samuocl and George Merland, games oMp, wichéerad Fryor, et 
Terry the famous sporting chnractaor snd John Campbell of Creen Fottom Inn ror 


SS oe 


&1ll ardont mitrons of the turf und trained sowao very fine horsss., John Connally'ts 


race track four miles west from Huntsvillo was a sreat rasort of sporting characters 


and there Conally racod and trainod. Groy tiainder tho champion of tho v.cuth that 
is snid to havo been victorious in every encounter agninst the finost racers fron 
now Crleins %o Louisville. He was a thoroughbrod st:llion and tho ancestor of’ 
ronatkablo stock of horses, Everywhore colobr:tcd for their spoed and cndurnnce, 
Trotting horsds had not thun reached their present 
generally meant races of sppad. 

Card playing becams to bo a favorite gama and ,umbling got to so suca 2:./ evil 

uat laws were soon adopted for its supprossion ang were rigorously .onfureeé, yet 
many expert handlers of the boarda cluimed their nitivity in this County. Zuilo 
tho people were generally sobor in thoir habits, yot tomporance was not considered 

| 


aovoloyamcnt sad horse racing 
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g cardinal vista, Among tho wealthy part of tho community it was univorsal 


a 
| 
1 


E eustom for the old faohionod sido boards to bo roll carnished with a good 

ee of decantors containing fino Liquors. Puro een whickoy Was a 

Re otrerans bevorago and our ancestors partook of it frooly, yot while tho 
majority of them drank it evory day but few of them wore drunkards and it was 
not so deletorous in its offoct as tho liquors of the presont day, Many of 
them lived to a good old age but while thoy do not appear to havo suffered in 
health or fortune, yot they did untold injury to their children who cultivated 
an appetite for intoxicational drinks that resulted in tho deporable spread of 


{ntemperance. In our lsnd in after ye.rs Music and Dancing were favorite anusce 


ments. ‘ 
Voalthy and cultivated Virginian settlors brought with thom the virtues and 


vyicos of théir ancestry and taken all in all a noblor race of men were nevor 
found among the Pioneers of any age or conneeye Thotfr minners and customs and 
pecularity were pretty much similar to those of thoir fathers and have been 
vividly reer in tho writing of Pauldy Kennedy, Cooko Simms and others and 
with a chango of locality would apply to Old Madison fifty years ago. Sut thore 
was @ large population in tho County that differod widely from this old class 
of settlers in thotr minners, customs and mode of lifo. I+ is of the pioncors 
class who wore hero for years, Their past timos and amusements shat I wish to 
write and «hile the mterial for their biography 1s moagro, yet tho subdjoct is 
full of interost. Many of the first sottlers wore typical pioneers whose pore 
severance and courscge havo made the settloment of all new Countrics possible. 
The Goorgia Land Compiny first dirocted attontion to tho now region and many of 


the old fronticrsmon gradually worked thoilr way dorm through Tonnessce to end 
their days in Madison. “hile it is true that thoy cano hero in considerable #x- 
humbers, yet they are nov so numorously ropresentod hero now Os are families 
that enmo later from more cultured regions. ‘Tho reason of this is that the 
childrcon inheritod tho advonturous spirit of their fathors and moved vostrard 
with tho tido of omi;ration until they wore arrestcd by the blue vators of the 
Pacific and in many instances out of largo familios once living in the County 
scarcely & single representation romins in the line of their nativity. Botneecn 
new and old Vadison thero was but little intorcourso because they wore sopsratcd 
by Vountains and doep streams of vater that mido intercourse more difficult than 
nowday./ 1 propose to limit the early history of Madison County to the session 
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of the first logiolature of the stato hold at Huntovillo in the wintor of 1319 
and 1820. To this time Madison County ras orth Alabama and I have to the bust 
of my ability traced tho risa and progress of ine sottlemont of tho Tonnessao 
Valley to that time. Shoula I Doeonc satisfiod that ou® of tho matorial at ny 
disposal I may be able to propare a history of tho County from tho yoar 1820 to 
the Civil War that will be of sufficicnt intorest to our people to premre end 
publish I will continuo those sketches, I am not proparod at present to detor- 
mine whethor out of the abundance of material to select from whother I will be 
able to educe a history ne County satiofactory to mysolf or tb tho pudlic, 
I have passed briofly over many things that would bo interesting to our poople 
and which if treatod more fully would bo valuablo mtorial in 2 complote history 
of the County and I hope some of our citizons quilifiod for the tack will at no 
distant day lend their talents to the task of porpotuating our early history bee 
fore its details are forgotton or havo become noro traditions, I have Eivosto 
the best of my ability A moagroe outline of our Countios history to tho year 1820, 
I huve thought it best in the Grviolo on Huntsvillo and tho County Court to con- 
plete my history of those institutions, but soma subjects have bocn eyarioored 
and I propose in this article to make brief montion of then. TI have said nothing 
on the subject of education and I would considor it a great interest to our 
people to leave the impression that thoy took no interost in the education of 
their childron, A largo nuuber of our old citizons were men who falt a xam:z 
inveree in the education of our people. 
Grcen Academy was incorporated November 26th 1812. With willico ac20ndson 
John Brahan, William Leslie, James icCartney, Peter Perkins, Casvles Durrus, 
“William Derrick, Jamea Nooly, John Grayson, Honry Cox, Bennoet+ woods, Camuo] 
Allen, Androw Ke Davis, ‘illism Svans and Nathan Povor trusteos. fany of those 
are familiar names to our poople and they proceaded without dolay to selcct a 
suitable site for the erection of suitable buildings. They adver isod for 


proposals*and powera spring now underwoods, “atkins Sprins. Tho big Spring 


| 
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noar Moridianville, Brahans Spring and the lot on which tho Public School 


- 


puilding now otands wero among tha enrlicants for the location of the Academy 


The Trustoes selected the old Green Academy now tho public school lot and I 
think that thoir choice was wise and judicious and tho erection of the 

school buildings pushed forward with tho charactoristio enorgy of tho period, 
fith the excoption of “washington Academy at St. Stophens {ncorporated a year 
osrlior this was the oldost 4nstitution of learning in the Stato and the most 


prominent until the establishing of the Stato University in 1821. ho act of 


{ncorporation authorized tho trustees to raiso four thousand: dollars by 4 lottery 


a favorite meshod of raising money at that tine but I havo no ovidonce to 
show that the trustees over availed thensolves of that provision of law. In 
the year 1816 the legislature donated five hundred dollars to the Acadeny. It 
4s probably that tho Acadomy owed its prospority to the pudlic spirit of our . 


Citizens and it is a great misfortune that a list of «ne studonts of the 
Acadomy has not bsen preserved a5 it would be a roll of honor inscribed with- 
the namos of a majority of tho prominent citizens of Worth Alabama vere 
educated in the State from the yccr 1812. como of the trustcos having died 
removed or resigned the legislature in 1818 filled the vacancies by the 4 
appointmont of Lemuel wead, Henry Chambers, Iienry Minor, John M. Taylor, 
Clenont C. Clay and John “illian Talker. Tho createst numbor of the carliee 
sottlers who camo here at middle ago had rotired to private lifo, when the 
stato was ndmitted into tho union. GOR oy Popo tho founder of Huntsville 
lived to an old 2go and died in Madison County rospected and honored by our 
peoplo. William Dickson went further “est and aftor 1a long and prosperous 
esrocr died near Buzzards Roost. Afterward Dickson station “& C. Re wake 
Winstons went South and were woalthy and prominont plinters and ono of then 
was the ancestor of John Anthoney te Wenner of the Stats and a 


tnlontod and popular politician. LeRoy Pope, Tho Bibbs Jemos Manning, John 








“Drahan, Ganuel Allon, Jacob Pruitt, John Wethers, Charlgs Cabaniss, Robort 
Thompson and somo ot hors whose nams I cannot crll to mind Chas hore with 
“considerably property which most of them judiciously invested and l:rgely 
{ncreaced. John ngphors was tho father-in-law of Ce Ce. Cliy. P voligr? 

ho wont south and his family has been prominent in our arate. Janes Manning - 
waa the ancestor of tho Lowe family and fow men enjoyed a higher reputation 
among our poople than Janes Menning. James Clomons, Stephen Swine, e-mpatten 
frank Mastin, Issac Lanier, Robert Lanford, Jamos McCartucy, Thomas and 
v{lldom Brandon and many others cane here betweon tho yoars 1809 and 1819 

and with no capital but industry and porsevorance becans wealthy anc 
prominent citizens of the County. 

I have already mentioned tho names of many of the leading planters who were 
anong the carly settlers in the county and I would be glad, if limit of ny 
sketches pernitted to montion others among profossional men. br. Thomas Foarn 
took the first rank among the physicians and surgeions, And scienvistsa of 
tho age. As a young surgson he had considerable exnorience gn the ‘tap of 

212 and he finished his cause of study in tho modiccl schools end hospitals 
of London and Paris in agape 1818 and 1819. On his return ho took a high 
rank among American Physicians and curgedéns and vag a reliable and voaluablo 
contributor to many of our modical journols. He and Ce ile Clcy were, intirste 
fricnds and closo correspondents during his furopean tour and fron what I 
havo seon of this corresponding its publication would bo valuable contrieg 
bution to the history of that memorablo period. Ore Fcara died at an 
Advanced ago just at tho beginning of tho War haa, andno man who over 
lived 4n tho county dovoted more of hia tine to the dovolopments and progress 


fe 


of our poople. But the Huntsville bar from 1809 to 1020 vould furnish in 
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4tas self the material for an intorostiny yolumo. I’can give hero a mere 
sketch of somo of the lawyors aGaittod to practice hero “quring- the oarly - 
duys of the county undor Territorial rulo and the sole of honor after that 
“period {3 also full of distinguished lawyors who' rose to prominenco in 
Alabama and other southorn States. At tho first court held here John Ce 
familton, Jamos rogers, George Coultor, John “es Walker, Marmaduke Yilliams 
and Lewis Winston and Gabriel Mooro admitted to tha bar 211 of whom becsno 
prominent lawyers, and John ¥. walker on Gabriel Moore and John %. Walker 
wore Use Se Senators aftor tho admission of the stato. cabriel Moore 7as 
also Governor and member of congress. John Me Taylor aftorward Judge of the 
Circuit and Supreme Court was admittod to the bar in 1810. CC. Clay 
Circuit Court and Supreme Court Judge, maubor of Congress, Governor acd Usioe 
Stato Senator was admittod to tho bar in 1012. Of other distinguished mena 
admitted to tho bar at Huntsville during tho period from 1812 to 1619 

were Henry Minor, Judgo of Circuit Court and Supreme Court roportcr. John 
Motinley member of Congress U. S. Senator and Judge of Fedoral Court. 

Samuel Chapwan Judge of Madison County COUT Ss for nee yoars and Circuit 
Judge of Tuscaloosa Circuit for twelve yoarse Mre rerior momber of congress 
and U. S. Senator, Henry Chambors speaker of the house of representativos and 
U. %. Sonator. Hugh LieVay presidont of sonato and Covernor, Ciliviomes 
Adair speaker of the house of reprosontatives and Circuit Judge Janes 

We MeClay speaker of the house of representatives, Arthur F. Eopkins leador 
of tho Whig Party, Circuit Judge and Justice of tho ESS Cours. Honry i. 
Collior chior justice of the supreme court and Covornor and E. A. vebster s 


Sceretary of the Stata. This roll of honor of which the Huntsville tar 


my bo proud and the uamos of many distinguishod men tho wora admitted to tho WA 


4 


bar aftar the year 1820 might be addod to-the list Janos CG. Birney tho lecder 


of tho old abolition party and is firet candidate for president, came to 
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Wadicon County before the yoar 1819, was & membor of tha circuit logislaturo 
ond for many yoars a loading attornoy in Huntsville. Of tho ola sottlors : 
yho woro membors of the logislature who were not mombors of tho bar woro 
Fredoric Weeden, Isiac Linier, Joha Vining, John If, Loake, oi ore 
Jomes Penn and Thomas Lilllor. Jaimos We Comp ond Samuol aseireead O? this 
number Samuel Valkor was a ropresentative nearly avery session from 1819 
to 1840 and was twice speaker of the house and it 1s caid that though 
lacking the education and gulture of many of his collosgues yet he was the 
most accompolished orator of his day. Ho rasigned the eer nip of 
the house in 1840 on account of ill health and @ied soon afterward on his 
plantation in the northern part of the county and his creve in an old 
sodcefield covered bushes and brisrs was polntod out to mo over tionty years 
ago and doubt if there 4g a man living to dsy who could idontify it. 
Among the noted men of his day vas Hunter Pool who cama here about the yoar 
1816. It is said that he had boon 2 civil onginoor in tne Rritish Army 
ana he survoyod pirt of the Public Joard in tho year 1618. He was doubtless 
the boast Civil kugineor and “Surveyor of his time. He was an excellent 
drauchtsmain and in the ycar 1319 drow an oxcollont map of old Hadiscon that 
was a modol of neatness and accuracy.e Unfortunately LG1Ges lost Gurins ths 
Civil Tar. He also drow a mp of the 6ity and constructed the water works of 
tho City. He was Sounty Surveyor from tho yoar 19819 to 1950 which was but 3 
short time befor: his death. with this brief sketch of tho prominent men of tin 
stato who settlod here boforo 1819, I ecloso cy early lon of tho County. 

History of todicon County 

Chapter I 


By the Census of 1320 the population of Imdison County was 174,817 of whom ten 


4 
Ate 


thousand were whito and the ramiindor wero colored, Tha consus had been 
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taken ty act of tho logislaturo of Mississippi Territory in 1616 whon there 
wore ton thousand white and 4700 colorod in tho county. ah io probable that 

in the, yoar 1218-19 tho poymlation of tho County was ercator than in 1820 as 
thore has boen a groat influx of population about the boginning of the land 
salos and the old County was literally eram .od with poople. But when tho land 
vanes onenad tio whole Tennessee valley to sottlomont. Tho seme: from ladison 
with their negroos swarmed ovor on to tho now lands and hid drawn heavily on 
the population of tho county, in tho yoar 13820 rhen tho consus was taken. Tho 
County as then constituted had juss boen extonded and chargod to its prosent 
wostorn limit but on the oast sido the Jackson County lina ran diroctly through 
Hickery Flat about ono mile east of Now Market thon through Davis & Jno Fannings 
Jamos “rwins and Gerons plantation thence it rorched the mountains to Bones 
thence through Dones Jankins and Derichs plices across the Hurricane to the 
mountains thence down Hurricane to Charks Mill thenco South near Buford Bennett's 
to corner on Kelley Mountain thence on a.straight line to Flint River at We Oo 
Carpenters, thence down Flint to it's mouth e 

Tne County as then constituted contained about six hundrad and fifty square 
milogs and the fortile and now thickly populated regions known as Hickory Flat 
Mountain Work? Hurricane Valley,’ Sharps Cove, Killingszorth Cove, Ashburug 
Covo, Colliers Poplar Ridge, New Hope, Owen's Cross Roads, ind Clouds Cove fas 
in part of Jackson County and in an unbroken wilderness on tho west side of 
Flint from Woods Mill to the Tennessee was not settled and no sottlomonts 

we Sound, nlong.the Tennesse until wo reachod tho vicinity that could really 
bo considered as inhabited did not embraco but little ovor half the prosert 
aren of tho county which would be about the same nunbor of people to the square 
nile ag we now have. ‘Tho northorn portion of the county was much more thickly 
sattied than now and there was a much larger propportion of small farms in that 
part of the county thon at present. Tho County was about thirty milos long and 


an average of twenty miles wide and the only range or mountains in it was the 
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Monto Sano Range running noarly north and south from Huntsvillo to Tonncssoo 
rivor at tho head of Hobbs Island. Tho county contnined a largo proportion of 
loval fortil land a largo amount of which wis clonrod and tn cultivation and 
thoro win but little of the tillablo lands at that time thot did not produco 


Store 
profitablo crons. The first palo logislature aftor tho adoption of the atato . 








constitution adjourned about the close jot tho yoar 1219, The yarr 1820 Was a 
vory important one throughout tho ie AG 3 the legislature had provided fora 
gonoral olection of officers in tho yoar 1820 which camo off on the first 
Monday in Auguat of that year. | 


Chaptor 2 
Cotten Froighting 





It is on old adage that a country 1s hapry and prosperous about vhich nothing is 
written. This may account for tho Benencs of any written history of ovonts tran- 
spiring in our county fron the yoar 1820 to 1850 and miy 2lso justify us in the 
conclusion that during that decade our peoplo wore peacorul and prosperous and 
that nothing disturbod the tranquillity that provaded the old county in common 
with tho whole county. In fact this ten yoars of our country's existonce was ree 


markably frooe from. political agitation as party otrifo and party lines had hardly 














divergonce enough to idontify difforent factions that a few yoars aftorwards h 





developed into two powerful organizations that songht to shane “nd control ths | 
destiny of the American people. In the year 1820 Madison County was an agri- | 
cultural region in the full sonse of the term. Our fresh end fortile londs z 

yioldead enormous crops of corn and cotton and it was tho ambition of our citizens | 
in oevory profession to own a farm, Tho number of ownors of sxpll farmers baso | 
a groator ratio to the population than at any past or futuro period and these 
contributed 4n no small degree to the genornl prosperity of our people in the 
northem and north eastorn portion of tho county where population is non sparse 

and sedsefidlds unfencod and unfilled are froquently seen thero wore thick sottle- 


monts of independont sll farmors whose farms really covered an arca of moro 


~~ than ono hundred and sixty acros. Nany of them ownine no slaves and the slavo 
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_ ownors gonerally working in tho fiolds with thiir nogroos. ansportation of our 

_ cotton to market was Oe Aran re eunele to tha agricultural {ndustry of the county, 
espocially when the price of tho staplo beewn to decline while soit, flour, luhbor, 
potatoes, fruit and some othor articlos was floated down vo Tennosso from the 

_fortile grain eoauasni rogions on Clerich and Holston rivors. ‘Our dry goods had 
to como over land from Now York and Philladolrhia, and our moot ontorprising 
morchants frequontly recoivod consignuents from these citios in ragons loaded 
there and nover disturbed until unloaded in Huntsville. Thore was a brisk trade 
also with Nashville where a largo amount of cotton Was ea in wagons that came 
back Indon with dry goods and grocorica. Our people could do nothing with the 
large surplus~ of corn raised oxcept to mko it into pure log still whiskey and 
feed it to their hogs of which largo droves ovory where svarmed tho woods and 


about Christmas times to quote an often repoatod saying "Zvory body was up to their 





elbows in eroabes vs The decr huntors with their hounds would occasionally run 

{nto these formidable droves of swino and such collisions generally rosulted in 
arenniine miny of their dogs and somotimes in tho treoing of the hunters, ono f 
who has novor seen a chirge of one or two hundred excited and enrs iced porkors 


upon a pack of dogs cin form no {dea how natural it is for @ man on foot to hunt 





a high log or convonicnt fork of a tree until the storm subsides. Nuts and acorns 
‘{n those days were so plentiful that outside of tho fields they fairly coverod 
the earth and as hogs and cattle required but little help through tho wintor they 
incroased rapidly and pork and beof was almost given aay to all rho asked for 
{t. To tho man who wanted to mke monoy, cotten was ovorything becauso thore “as 
no other product that would pay for transportation to imkhot and bofore they had 
in their wildest imaginations ovor thought of railroads and stoamboats above 
“usele ‘hotln. Our forefathers were o rnostly tryiny to colve the problem of cheap 
transportation of their incronsing and ynluable cotton crop to a roady maricet. 
Thonee originatod the Indiin Crook. Navigation Company in tho project of Cansl 
navigation from Huntayille to Trianna and the Flint River Navigation Company 


Whosy objoct was to mko Flint “iver navig ble from Scotts “ill now Rromsboro 
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to Tennossee rivor, naturally they lookod to Wator transportation for their 
cotton and to New Orleans as the cotton port of tha ocouth and for many yoars 
flat -boats floated tho larger part of tha cotton crop dom tho curront x New 
Orleans. Theso boats would carry throe or four hundred bilos of cotton and once 
CONS of tho shoals genorally floated peacofully and aod with current until 
they were cabled to the Lovee at Now oriceno. “efore “tho era of stcambonts it 
kas Sommen for the boat hands to tramp back home through the Choctaw and Chicka- 
paw countries. The troublo in tho transportation of cotton was in gotting it 
through tho chore! Part of it was hauled to (hitesburg and Triana and loaded 
on Flat. boats or broad forries as the western peoplo termed them-and tho bots 


cabeled to tho shoro to wait for a shoal tide. Boats wre also built up the 


waters Of Paint Rock and Flint and loaded and floated with tho first favora le 


tide to the place of rendezvous. The megnificont poplars of Madison and Jackson 
furnishes excollont mtorial for boat gun walos or on bontmen phrase " gunnels / 
many of Sykes being from seventy to ninetk fet to tho first timber and chen cut : 
dow and aplit open mado excollent boat matorial. These ¢gunwales trimned dor 

to tho propor shape, placed on levers projecting over a high river bank, tho boat 
framad and floorod and calked, thon slid cut to the end of tho levers ond 

turned into the river, bailed out and loaded. A strins oar and sido oars fittod 
and boat and crew startod on its long voyage at “hitosburg or Decatur a liconsed 
shoals pilot wes taken on board if there was a shoal tide in tho river and ina 
short time they wore shooting rapidly down tho tumtilins shoals, noz dodging a 
bar in the river and now rounding a point where ono minute they would seen to bo 
rushing to certain dostruction agrinst some frowning bluff and the next ata word 
from tne stecrman tho oars would dip on thio or that sido and tho boat would 
round by a hairs breadth the point of danger and mish mdly toxnrds tha oppo 
site sido of the turbid cataract, Pilot and oarmen with overy faculty intent 

and overy musole strained would finally breathe a sich of rolic? as they cabled 


to the bank at the anotont city of Eastport whore the shocl's nilol gavo plxcea to 
Eeuntsville Public Library 
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to the itiseissipni river pilod who before untying his cuolo inspected his 


craft, ropairod dam:ges and froquontly took a fa2rowell spreo as tho rivor cove 


peohibited drunkonness while in charge of a boat and ite valuablo'cirgo. “hen 
cotton was worth twonty conts a pilot roceived from one hundred and sovonty 
five to two hundred dollars a trip » And as it pomotinss involved a wilk from 
tlaw Orloans to Nuntsville. T ho pilot certaialy oarned his money as he nover 
was likely to mko over two trips in one cotton season. Ikiany citizens of ou> 
country were regularly engiged in the business of cotton freichting and built 
or dought manyebosts and employed many mon in tho freirhting season. Of this 
class of mon, Richard W. Anderson was boast known to the peonle of our county. 
In his youth dating back same oroee about the year 1820 ha ras actively en- 
gaged in this business and accumulated money that mde hin by successful iad 
spoculation a woalthy man in his old ago. He vas a man of excellont sonse, 2 
good surveyor and a good judge of land and mide judicious investnents. 
I have heard some Peeve oe storios of his podestrian feats. It is said thas 
ne Aon im ceennentle tiko a stroll dom to Whiteavurg and back bofore breakfast. 
And thera was a story curront that in the boginning of his froightins businoss 
he always walkod from Now Orloans to Huntsville and alwsys came in three or 
four days in advanco of tho rest of his boats crow and that in ono of his 
trins not boing able to sell a boat cable for a satisfactory price at Now 
Orleans ho coilod it up and stalked homo with {t round his neck. After he 
rotirud from businoss he mado his homo in Huntsvillo and was much rospected by 
tho paople and remykable for his bonevolenco and eccentricity. He was cover’ 
fond of childron and was in lator years soldom socn on the stroats without a 
bovy of the little onos at his hools. He belongod to a reputadle family from 
Nigudiaw 
Varyland ani erected what in known at the Huatsvilioc Hendicn Monunsut to the 
mnomory of his decoased brothers and sistors, william 3. Taber one of tho 
eotton factory ptoneors of this county married his sisvor and dying in Nash- 


villo a few woeks ago was brought to Huntavillo and buriod by his wifo vho for 
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nearly forty years hag slopt undor the chedow of tie Se oor int 





Richard W. Andorson was about sevoney yonrs old at nif dcath, De. um, 
Andaz “son tho only survivor of his brothor was a prominent physicton of 
Madison County fifty yoars ago and dlod at Holly Springs, tississinpt 

, 


about tho yoar 1662 whore ho had rosided for sal yerrs and w.s widol 


known and hichly respected by tho citizens of Mississinni. 


Chapter 3 





While there was but a slight difforenco among our pooplo in n-tton.1 poli- 











tics about the yoar 1822 or 1823 yet there was considorablo stato lesis- 
lation. Nost of tho laws enactod at this poriod anpliod to the holo state 
and are of local interost to the peonlo of our county Onivetm relations to 
the illustr tion and explanition of trinsactions within the body SLE OU 

own county. For instance without tho knowledgo that one man in thoss cays 

somotines hold tro or three offices nd could be justice of the jazyizscn or 

clevk of court or @ounty €ommissionor, and at ths same time sorvo as mone 


bu-S,07) the Lezisleturo there rould cecm to ba an an arcnt contradictio: 


ti 





in the statcmant that somo Walker or Lomuol "ond or othe> that could bo 
montionod tera menvors of tho legislature at the same timc tney were onid 

vo bo holdins somo other county offico . In fiict this USQeG hela uneid 

the year 1640 shon comnitteas of investigations rore ap.ointod and nearly 
all monbers of tho legislature holding othor offices vora declarad inolizi- 
vle and thoir sents vaentod. It oven vacated thO.s0atfos Craon P Rice, 
president of tho sanato but ait of defforonce to his wosivion tho aeci sion 
in his eause was postponod until the dey boforo Adjourgicnt. moa: the neneq 
vors sho lost thoir scats on this account wore Robert 7, cows of Jcekson, 
Circuit cleri: Mirnmadutre WOOD ayAey yr Tuscaloosa County Judie. Thomas 3, 
“tiker of Bonton, Coliciter and “ercy =aiker of Vobilo Pi: pirceter cl 
of whom vere_well-known to o.2 neéonle. Im tho olection of LEWC AMER Chote 
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viuctcud Ju.vicoa of tho jurymen, but they corvod but « moutine tofore 


tac offlees woro abolished and a connty Judeo :nd Cowtty Comissionors ape 
pointed insvcdd, “ommcl Chryaain wis first judco of tho county Court and 
the flrst court of county Comiuisstionors was held on the first Mondny in 
Janusry 1BS.At Lirst the County C omiissionors woro oloctod canunily then 
for svo years ind it doubtless be botter fox all pirties concocned if 
thoir tima was extendad to tho Iongth of tho Frobnte Juéres tomes ofeteo 
thorebvy avoiding a change of rovonue officers durins his torm. ‘The first 
County “Somnisstonors oloctod undur tic act o* Juno 1822 word Samuel walker 
Nathan Smith, Janes tnuldin and Ezosiel Crars of whom: Jnnog Mauldin and 
sanucl -alkor lived in tho northerc powtien of tho county. Nathan cnit} 

in tho ™storn and Zzekiel Crift in tho Rig Covo near the county ling. 
mailo cany of tho dutiad of the county comiiscioners wore the same as at 
prosoit yet somo work devolved on them that does not fall on tho comiissionsrs 
court 4% prosent. They had to regulite atsuriff of chnrscs to ba maida by 
11 tavern keopers and as a mattor of curiosity I give tho tarif's for she 
yaar 18°3 vhich all tavern keeners had to hing up in 2 pudlic pli.co, Dinnor 
v2, eonts Droankfast 37y conts, suppor 57. cents, Lodgin: 1s cents, hors 


por aiwhé 50 conta, sinclo focd 25 cents, 1 Qt. of wine one dollar ane 
. > ng > Vv 


{e] 


hal? 7: wdint of Jemiica rum 50 conts, $ pint of Nroneh Brandy 50 conto = 
of whiskey 13} conta, 411 auctioncers at Tirst had.to bx ocormended to tho 

covernc’ for -pnointmont and wore roequirad to ¢ivo bond ipacun Of tro thousand 
wollsrs and vs sworn into offices but in 1825 they wora arvointed by tha coe 


elastonors conrt and licensed on wivine Yond, and thay wera roauired to pay 


cal — -- 


&av'x of two nor erent on the amount of their sylos. AlL county offtfeors not 
Sl stou hy the poople vere aynointod by the commissioners covert a-d urfdor 
tiis law they apnaintad a county trensuror, an agysesser sad collecte> an} 
coroner. In 1823 theso offices wero all filiod. attlobury Tmuldin, brother 


of th: commissioner ris ancaolated ssnensor and colloctor, NOOO ee 


on? of the co..sisstone ¢ weg Appointed county tro suse 4b work roles uy mt@ Urea anit 
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continuod in both officos, p aniel Rather was roaprointod coronor and Huntor 
Peol county surveyor. Bonnett “ood a faptist Ministor and original owor 
of the Role Factory property on flint river had boon County Troasurer sinco 


1519 and was not a candidate for roappointmont and mdo a sottlomont with 





the’ commissioners court which showod thit tho omount of county rovenue in 
his hands was forty six dollars and fifteen conts which ho paid into court 
and rocoived a fonnal discharge. Not withstanding tho restrictions and 
heavy toxations connectod «ith an auotionegrs business, it must have beon a 
profitable business as Daniel B, T urner, Goorge H, Malone, Georgo *%. Loo 
and Jamos G,. Carrik? woro appointed auctioneers by the commlasioners court 
in tho year 1823. Tho rate of taxation on real estate at this time was 
ten conta on the hundred dollars on renl ostato and the coimaisstoners oats 
& county levy of ono eighth of tho stato taxes. The laws vere dividod into 


four classes, valued at gixteon, ten, four, and tio dollars respectfully, 





And town lots valued by tho assessor and colloctor. The revenue laws of tho 
time were open al one ppieat inde especially in tho ineagiability of the 
lato merchant's mid thirty cents on the hundred dollars. Money at Grrerees 
Ret eciee Gents and banking establishnonts fifty conta. The amount of tho 
County revenue was small but seoned to hove beon sufficient ag work ang 


mterial were cheap, ven in this period of plenty there woro somo ten or 


dozen paupers who were lot out to the lowost bidden and tha highest price 


paid for keoping a pauper was about seventy five dollars por annum anda in 
some Cises not more than forty or fifty dollars was p.id for thon. Thore 
Wag a pbll tax of fifty conts on whito mle ndultsa botwoen tho agos of 
tronty ono and fifty and the tax on slivos mado up for the lirht levy on 
Teal estato,. | 

In the year 1822 tho first bridge at tho threo forks of flint rivor was cone 
Pleted by Bennett Woods wlio contrnated for and built it for one thousand 


dollars. Thore was onc safo foature of the contract for bridges at thit 


98 
poriod. The contract not only giv: bond to koop 1% in ~sod oraer for seven 
yours and if tho bridge gave way on account of faulty construction within 
sovon years tie contractor wis bound to maze it good. IT havo nat ancertiinod 
tha atylo of tho first bridco reross Flint vut thero is nothing to shor that 
Bennett Yoodsa seven yerr bond was evor forfoited. Thore were some changes 
in tho Court of Connty Comaiasionors whon they word olectad annually or 
biannually, but Samuel “alxor vas for a long period comiisstonor though he 
wont to tho legislature noarly every session. Grass Scruggs became 4 con= 
missioner a few yoirs after his rctirament from office of Justico of the 
cuoroum by abolition of tho 6ffice and probably survived all of his colloagues 
of thit period. He lived to er ald age on what is now known as the Gus 
Mastin plantationind ho wos ono of tho bost ind purest mon of his timo, A min 
of spotless integrity a sincoro piety he was hold in the highest raverence by 
the comnunnity in at: he lived and left andhonored namo as a horit:ges to 


his descendants. 


Chapter 4 
Election Districts 

while Alabama was a territory the poonle first voted at the County site for 
members of th logislature under the torritorial laws , Justice of the Peacc 
and Constables wore olected st the muster ground of the "ilitia Commnies 
and the ciptains of the companios with txo free holders sclectoed by hin were 
inspectors of the olections and this low r:imained in force for miny years 
aftor the state ms ndmitted into tho Union. Our olection districts wera of 
military orisin and wore designited asbeats of eich captrins company. 4 The 
first boat outside of Huntsville was Yorten's Mill Just above tho bridge at 
the fork of Flint and for sovoral yo rs this was t!. only voting place in 
torritorial oloctions outside of Huntsville. The war or 11" and runors of 
Indians wars aftorwards kept up a thoroughorminizstion of tha ri{litia and 


the Captain of a gompany wos quite 4 prominont on in hin beat and tho 
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aspiran*s for this position fonornlly oncounto:od stronzoproyition for other 
uspir nts Yor mill! an: in tho ie of tine voting plecos wore 
paral iahed by tho stato lecislaturo within moat of theso old company doats 
for th» Gonvonionco of tha people in gonorl olections, but it was not until 
tho your 155° that tho county was divided into rosulir cleetion nrecincts and 
thelr boundaries accurately defined. Tho siztoonth suctions wiero made the 
basis of these divisions and thoy wero pretty much tho sana as tho bonds of 
the old company beata and with tho excodtion of the forains of Poplar Ridgo 
precinct out of past of tho old Yionna District thoy remained unchenged up to 
the close of tho civil war. But tho large incroase of Porulat ied in the 
counties of North Alabama soon mido it a grunt inconvenicace to the people 

to cast thelr votes at the county altcs and tho legislaturo of 1319 ostabli- 
shed other voting places 4n the countios. Thore wore six voting places aes 
tablished t'at yenr in the county of Vadison. Ono at Prazelton's in tho 

Bic Cavo one at major John Griffins one at lajor Cottrels ono at Hillsboro 
and one ot Captnin Leonards. In tho your 18°1 voting pl: cos werd ostabdlished 
at tho house of Mr. Varley where ‘brahsm Lewis formorly livad, on tne roid 
from anos otora to Tuntsville ons ut Capt:tn Jacob's at NittoXs landing 
and one 1% the houso of Drury Connally at voridianville. Thore wero thon at 
this tino elovon voting places in theo County including Huntsvillo sa’ Hortons 
411 and they were distributed at convenient points throughout the County. 
Thess voting places had no reference to th» County beats but woro entiroly 
somirits and indopendsnt of thaa They woro ostablished as a convoniencoe to 
tho county for tho lésislature and for county officors. In voting Por stint 
officers and for presidential elections they voted tny “hore in ths state and 
for munbors of Congress any where in their consr:ssional districts at the 
cainty site tho polls ware oponed at t-elve o'clock “n’ closed :¥ four on 


the d:y following, but in the other oloction precincts the polls ware kent 








open for ono dny only “ind wore countod on tho noxt day following. The election 
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of Jjuoticosand Constublea woro for miny yours hold 2% the Muster Cvound of 


Pee ke 


the different comprnios under the supervision of tho Captains’ and whoa a 

vacancy occured they wore authorized to order «nd hold sn eloction to ee 

the sande Men of tho prosont tine know nothing of tas old Muster dtys thot 

wore so full of intorest to their fathors and he olf pitta fen ond rocincne 

tal muster grounds of olxty years 2:70 are hallowed ToeoT eee The battalion 
muster in the spring or summer and bho roginontal muster in Autumn sore loo'-cd 
forward &@s occasions of rounion whoro old as:ociatos living in different yaris 

of the County were wont to meot and discuss the news since thoy mot at tho last 
muster a year before. “hero aftor tha drill was over fouds of lon; standing 

wore sottled or championship of tho ring dotorminod in a squaro stind ahh 2 Oe GW pe 
whiekxey flowed freoly tho proverbial gingerbread poddlor erected his stard sold 
unlimited quanities of old fashionod molasses gingerbread to tho hunery earny. 

Tho Mayor or Brigadior Ceneral in his bravo new uniform vith throo cornered hat 
and dan=Vine' plume revived tho troons on his prancing stoed, escorted by the best 
mountcd of tho citizen soldiery., Thoro was where the over elert and sunple 
jointed candidates most resorted and when he bolongod to another commana ho took 
advantage of his unfortunate competitors “ho Were subject to militar; auty and 
marched meoxly among the rank and file by fascinatin” tho fathers of the ro 
ment vy tale and ancedotocand gonerous proffer of his vhiskoy flask to those o2 
his audience who were napieae iy thirsty in tompermont. The cicshth day of 
Jonuary, the fourth day of July and iustor day wore the red lottor days or the 
period. The anniversary of the bittle of New Orleans vas for a long poriod of 
yoars twee eta by some, Military display tho Fourth of July by an old 
fushionod berbocue and a patriotic sreech full of Dunker Hill and Loxin-ton and 
Saratoga and stars and stripes, but Mustor day aside from the drill which many 
shirkod on various pretonses was a ti:;ne of unrostrietod and unconventional 
mingling togother of tho great body of tho peoplo hero évery ono eave his entiro 


facultios to the onjoymont of the occasion. JI havo said tht tho Captains wero 


prominent men among thoir neighbors so much so that as a rule ir 
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amin has O grain conoealod or showed nan outcrop of vanity his neichbors took 
enro not to elect him Captain lest ho should spoil and bocana offinsiva *o tho 
conmunnity usualy thoso old exttiins wore young men of estimablo charactor who 
by thoir gallant and chivalrie boarin» won tho good will rnd tho suffragos of 
their noishbors among tho Cantain who flourished on thoso days wore Captain 
Willirm Jacobs of “hitosburg and Captain Mr. Kirkland of Madison Cross Rouds 
the later of whom was a soldier of the war of 191° and tho last surviver of his 
| military colleagues about the year 1656 the apnertainoce of road hsnds wore 
‘appointed from oach Captain beat and for the first tine there is a full list. 
of these officers, It is hard to locate theso beats, and the old mustor 
groundseAs fow now live to remembor thon but tieso old ciptains nimes aro 

still f.miliar to tho poople of our county. About the d-to abovo montioncd 
there were some thirteon or fourtoon C aptains boats in the County, Thero 

wero Captain John Williams beat at Now Markot, Capt. Piimen Poters near old 
Hillsboro Captain J. J, Swuners nozr Maysville. Capt Jacobs <nd aftervards 
Capt. John B. Turnor near “hitasburgh. Capt. secon L Jordan near Janior's, 
John T. Harris in prake's covo Capt tr. Sutton rand Capt Jonathon Collicr in 

the Vienno a Colliors County, Capt Jnmes Johnston north of madison, C:pt John 
MeDonglas on tountain York, Capt. George Kolly neir Hayes “toro, Cant. Luess 
ab Triana, C:pt Fred flgin at iluntsvillo and Capt. Uh. G/ Horlett noir Seotts 
Mills at Broynsboro. Tho last nontioned ras a brother o° Col. Thoms H. and 
Jo Re *. Howlett and A, !', Hovlott. Ho as a promising anc popular young car 
ani diod quit» young and rithont lowing sny family. Theso old militar; 
grounds were scldom ching sd wand some of thei wero unchinved up to the bo- 
ginning ot thercivil “ware, The old eloction places at Cluttsville, Cross noid 
Meridian godiin their po:ition. “hon jadison was built th: votin: pl<ece sas 
moved thither fron “ec livinoy's ~horo it had beon locstod since tha settlenent 
of that part of the cointy. Cur ancestors too: creat interest and generall; 


tho Yting strongth of tho esunty was polled in “ll gonoral oloctions . 
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Chapter 6 102 
From 18°3 to 1850 


ron tho yoar 1825 to 1850 there wan but a intonas Gers Gvouts transniring with 


in our County liindts. Our County still rcotiinad ite prowinones in state and 
bony fonil politics and it ia a ronarcadlo fect tint Madison Count; furnished a 
Unitad “tatod Semitor from ths yorr 1719 to tho war with the eee: of tho 
term from 184° to 1343 whon Dison *. Lowis and ‘rthor 7. Breley both fren middlo 


~ 


and souther Alibami were in the sonante ani ths loss of “tdison of corator for 


M oo AD 
thnt torm in ths defeat of Or, David Paont «2s on account of local issuss thet 


lost him some democratic votos in his own nart of the state. The followin is 
& lint of our Senators John 7. Falker from 1:19 to 1929, “illian Malley fron 
1822 to 1325, Henry Chambers 1825 to 1926, John Melirby 13°6 to 1051, Cabriol 

C Qemauwr 
Moora 1651 to 1857, Ce. C. Clay from 1°57 to 1842, Jere Cece from 1349 to 
1855, and C. C. Clay from 1853 to 1851.) Do uring the roriod from 1823 to 1825 
Henry King, Jamoa “. Canp, Karry I Vhornton, sr. Brondon, Mr. /eklen Jr., Mvid 
Rredford, 'r. He ‘ooae and JInmes Plush hed sorved in the lesislature with menabers 
heretofore mentioned as boing olected fron your !o yoar as thoir collcartios. 
Thomas Miller was in the stato sen:te from 1325 to 15"°3 and John Vining Ws ot 
stite senator from 1629 to 1835 when Willian Tleming brought the men fron the 
"Tall Tinbers" to tha rescue and succoedcd him in Anpointments of representatives 
e012 1819 to 1850 had reduced the renrosontatives of Iindicon fron ight cown vo 
Your 4% which tino latter Renry King, Jeres Tenn, vid Moose ond Vr. Acklin toro 
our roprosantatives, and ablo ropresontation. Jones Fern wis a rorrcsentative 
for seversl years and boro on onvinable reputation amen: our neople nut tis chicf 
reputation wa in the Masonic “raternity where as Grind “ccturor and Cr.ad acter 
of tay lode of the stato ha is oatill consaldorod @ preat Llendnark of the order, 
VAllism Acklin tho junior rorrecsentative was tuon cuite = youns min and an elo} 
quent speatior mel ae able and rising lawyor. Ho wos sane years solicitor of this 
Judicial district but unfortunately fer him ho cnesunt red the redoubdtedle etree 


Cobb in a congressional contest in 1347 and sustoined « sicnil defeat avter wiich 


&3 there was no more oponings for congrasa. 


excopt for Cobb, he torminated his politioul lito by o to years tora in tho 
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Soaatve from 1055 to 1855. Col. Acklon 1:9 a doscondunt of John kunt tho 
founlor o” iuntaville aad died in liuntuville in tho yoar of 1072. Surviving 
nuarly all of his old colleagues in tho Jtute Legislature of which he was for 
sovoral yetrs ao maber, 
In alluding: to tho land sales of 1020 an oxcluasiva rostriction to my subject 
would embrice the port of that transaction dboloncing to Vadison County only. 
Rut ov the participants of the evends of thit memorable time are senttered far 
anid wide over tho Soith and “ost and many who orivinally made purchasos in cthor 
Counties now hive represontatives among Citizons of the County and I think an 
account of tho transaction in tho Euntsvillo land districs may bo ontorectine to 
m-nye \t tho Lond Sales of 1809 there wis no lend offored exéent the trinnculer 
tract Icnown as tho Chorokee purchaso containing three hundred and twonty tro 
squire miles. This salo was at Nashvillo but tho land office ras removed to 
Huntsville in the year 1811 and until ae cessions mide by the Crooks it xe 
tno only lind office in Korth Alnbann. The land sales of 1914 enbraced all the 
Tennssse0 Valley west of ivadiscn County, save 2 fo" rosorvaticns, the lan 
siles of 18350 included the lands ceded by the Cherokees in different trestles 
mas from tho yoar 1817 to 1828 and embracod tho groater portion of the lands 
from the Chorokso line on “estern Roundary of New ladison to the Gcorvia lino ond 
“outiern to the Creek Inands. The Greater portion of these lands voro similar in - 
chasietes to the New Ni.disen Territory and like New ndison was settled by a 

Q 
large portion of whito sottlors on simll farts. Tho linits of the Euntsville 
lind didtrict were as follows. 


, 


Yistory of [i adiscon County 
1840 to 1865 


I propose to review tho romarkablo communication of one of the poonls pubiishas 
hore in the «thons Courrier of Tay Gth.e In this articlo Judgo ichardsoa is 


assailod for participation in a meoting at Athens which was guilty of th 
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wapsrdonable erlue of rscommonding Joseph C. Bridloy for provisional governor 

or tho Strte of \inbame snd tho writer of Uy auniatwre ER cne the rom.rk:ble 
rosition thst no min should bo considered worthy of complicnco by the demoe 
oratic p:rty who was a participant in such & Mectins., Ho also mikes the un- 
warrented assertion tht tho object of this mucting vas to disfranchiso the white 
poople of tha state and throw tha fattest officers of the state into tho hands 

of our enomios. In the first placo tis mooting wis not a nomlous because 
thoro wore many mootings of ao sinilar charactor in tho stit: in which leading 
democrats in tha stato took part and though there wis a differonco of opinion 

in tho democratic party as to tho proper couse to be persucd under tho circun- 
stances yet evon in the day of politicnl oxcitement tho ponalty of no domocrat 
was assailod on account of his views on tao political situation. ‘fhe probability 
was that tho state would remiin under military rulo for an jndofinits poriod of 
timo, tho white poonle wore alraady disfranchised and th: only hope of our 

psoplo for tho rostoration of civil covornment wis by tho assistance of nen sho 
hod somo influonco with the republie:n paryy. Thit herd full snd absolute con-= 
troll of tho foderal governmont,. "Ono of the people in his dosiro to do justice 
to others has been guilty of €ross injustice vo Col, Dradley/ Ho is assailea 

as tho enamy of his county and the emissary of tho republiccn p-rty in tho work 
of dastroying, Se enbe fovernnent in ths: south. 

In this the writer shows profound ignorance ns to tho relntions of Col. oradley 
to our poople and of tho truo state of affairs in our stito in tho your 1567. 
Col. “eadloy had boen an »rdent Gnion min before the war but when rocession 
was an accomplished fict and war was onevitablo no m.n sustained moro Roai en 
or contributed more liborilly; than he to the southorn esse. "Jo DEVON RTH Dee San 
euna satisfiod that tho strugcle was hopeless nn? vith the decision of ehare ctor 
so characteristic of tho mn he then Gave his influence to ths restoration of the 


unton and he so conduatod himself that at tho close of the mir he had, obtzincd 


for a native southern min considerable influence with the rarty in power, 


| 
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This influenco was used not for tho purposo of toaring, down our stato institution 
and oppressive confederate soldiers but for tho ond of rosisting civil govern-. 


mont and protecting the livos and proporty of our cftizons who wore marked out 


for vengrnce by a victorious and oxasparatad poople and thore is no doubt that 

if our people had booNallozed to chcoso botwoon tho military dospotisn to zhich 
we wore thon subjocted and tho seloction of Col. Bradley that tha domocratic 
party in North Alabama would havo been solid in his support and if Judge Richard- 
son did take part in that romarkable mocting thero 1s no doubt that i+ reflected 
the sentiments of a mjority of the democratic party of this state &s the party 
afterword adopted tho policy of accepting tho connotitutional amendments and the 
opposition to this cruse resulted in nothin: but a uscless waste o° time in or- 
ginizing our stato government "One of tho Deoni ar erows clequont in depicting 

the evils resulting from tho appointmont of Judgo Richardson and lays all our 
political calamities at the door of Govornor Houston. Ho gives a glonmin account 
of & memorable political conflict for tho control of tho county betxben Col, 
Bradley and Col. Lowe that never occured. Hoe wilfully 8, 9Foprosonts tno position 
of Col. Bradley and highly eulogizes Col. Lowe whom while living he was doubtless 
reidy to assail and misropmsont as he now agsails and misroprasents Judge 
Richardson and aaserts that Cole Lowe had saved tho party in our district and 


proceeds to condene his doparture from tho democratic party, on tho pjea that 


no longer hoping for recogaition from tho domocratic party that 1% bocamo a meat 


aod broad question with him and that he went ovor to the indepondont aan to 


koep the wolf from his door. Heaven porseive Col. Lowo froc such friends, The 
poopla of Madison County are woll acquainted with tho political histone of tho 
Countyand will I am suro bear evidonce to tho truth of tho plain talo with which 
I propQae to put down this new Galstopp, this man in buckram. The nistory of 
the constitutional amondments tho final concurronce in them, tho missage of the 
ordinance by tho white democrats of tho ptate for tho ability of slavery the 


fradulont adoption of the consatitutence of 1868 and the institution of ecarpot 


bag governmant in tho stato by the votes of the newly enfranchised negroes and tho 
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roprisal of the qualified votes to vota for County officors aro mttors of too 
recent occurrence to require repetition. Now as to Col. Dradloy snd Col, fones 
Col. Bradley was novor a leador in tho old Garret rulo aad was recognized by 

them only 48 a valuable auxiliary who could assist thom in findine- te democratic 
party on account of his popularity and influonce with thy m tive ‘white domocrats. 
He had but little sympathy with tho extreme measuros rosortod “to by that party in 
reconstructing tho south and by this dirrorendetin opinion ho voluntarily rolin- 
quished the position that would havo boon accorded him as their party leador in 
the states. Holding the office of county commissioner under the rocongttetien 
act of 1868 he so used his influonce among the colorod eloment placed on the doard 
ag to induce them to resign and to obtain the appoinimsnt of competont xhito 

men in their stoad. In the year 1871 he was a candidate for roeelection. Col, 
lowe and other mombers of the domocratic stato oxecutivo committoe had submitted 
a plan for tho. reorganization of the pirty which aince iroeree had been not dead 
but sloeping, and conventions wore held in most of tha counties whoro the nesroes 
and carpet baggers were ablo to contost the supremcy fnd a straight out fight 
mde for county officers, ‘In this contest in kndison the Democrats though 
fighting ata disadvantage elected thoir whole ticket by a small m jority except 
two commissioners who wore boaten by Col. Bradley and Docksen Cobly. In sone 
precincts wWhero the vote was nearly solid for the domocratic ticket except 
coumissioner Co}. Bradley roceived a mi jority of tho daiocratia votes and was 
elected by a considerable majority. There was no political contest, it boing 

an off year and Col. Lowe took no part in tho contest for or against Col. oradloy 
who by an enginering of politioal issues by his friends and by ‘an effective can- 
Vass was elected. In 1874 he was a candidato for a ro-oloction, political linas 
Were drawn closer bocausa both civil and political issues ware bofore tha roonle 
Qnd it wig a struggle under the ablo leadership of Georgo Nouston for control of 
tho stato, Col. Lowe for somo unoxplainod roason was not a prominont acter in 


this canvass in Madison County. It my havo been that he was taking rart in tic 
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state canvass in othor counties but my recolloction is that ho was not for 
soma tima in the sanvass but in this camnaign.. Judgo Michardson first took a 
prominont part in a politic: campaign conding fond in 1868 young, poor and- 
crinplod. ct had boon a moat and b#oad transaction with him ond by a close 
| and diligent prosecution of the legal profession ho hed established a lucrative 
practice and had for the first time an opportunity of turning his attention to 
politics. von then he was a popular snd effectivo ie ome and & more , 
actual canvass than either Col. Bradley or Col. Lovo thouch at that time tho 
peERS DLT ey of his holding an office was vory remote as ho had novor shown any 
disposition to sek office and his acquiintanco in the county was limitod, 

In this canvass, Col. Bradley's courso as the financial leader of tho board 
of County Commissioners waa severely criticised but yet his influcnco was s0 
strong umong tho democr.ts that while the domocruts vero sanguino of tho 
olection of thoir ticket yot the election of Col. Bradloy appeared extremoly 
probable and ono wook before tho election Robt. ‘i. po canacishod Col. 
Lowo with tho statistics of the administration of tho finances of the county 
pita) 
for the past three years and prevailed on him to tako tho stixth agsiinat Col, 
Bradley and he ve:tilated the record of the board of Commissioners in 
speoches mide from Collier's stors to Voienna and if tho report was true that 
Col. Bradley had any support in that county bofors the relentless logic of 
Col. Lowo'’s speeches and Col. Bradley was defcated by a close majority. The 
loader in this contest wis not C ol. Lowe but Robert 3.-.Spragins our enndidnte 
for Probita Judge whoso high reputation end wide popularity mado hin s torer 
of strongth and ifhis health had not failed befors the olaction and virtually 
rotired him from the canvass, our victory would havo doubtless boon complota, 
Tais contest ia which Col. Lowe ne been eulogized as tho knisht of tho white 
Plume who routed the onposition undor the leadorship of Col. Bradloy was a 


Straight up fl. nt botween thr bast mon of both parties, Harrison and Bons and 


Murphey bains: tha one leader of tho opposition and Spragins and Deloncy and 


Gaorge P, Bpafic and Gurley and others of the flower of our party upholding the 
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demooratio standard. In the contest for County Officors it was a battle of giants 
and rosulted in a partial advantage to tho domooracy doarly obtained our party losing 
the office of Shoriff, Tax Collector and one or two County Commissioners in tho fight. 
Timo dispols «miny delusiomand it 1a timo int tho Pk: of truth ‘that tha fact 
taken by Col. Lowe in this campaign tes more porsonal than political and was a more 
axirmish that would havo soon been forgotten had it not beon followed by events that 
brought it into prominence. Right hore I would say that thore hag alzays been an in- 
dependent element in Ifdison County and in tho contontion and dosire for office 
nothing but a patriotic desire to promoto the common weal has onablod tho party so far 
to control tho County. But the only mothod by which any purty can bo successful ts 
by the exercises of a wide toleration of tho Indepondont clament and giving them 2 
gordisl reception when thoy aro willing to fight sido by side with us for tho vin- 
dication of principle. Our people assertod their indopondenco by giving Shefficld 
over twolve hundred majority in 1874 whon our state tickot carried the county end 
by following Lowe out of the party and giving him 3 large mfjority in 1878. TI do 
not propose for a purpose too transparent for conccalment to indulge in any fulsone 
sulogium of Col. Lowe but intend to state the truth as nosr as I can recollect it, 
Col. Lowe was a democratic and so rucognized, he had boen a momber of tho logislature, 
a candidate for Leut. Covernor, a member of the state oxocutiVE committees and enjoyod 
the full confidence of his party when the lamontod Spragins died ho was a candidate 
for Probite Judge and was eons by a large jority of a mooting of tho exo- 
qutive committee. Judge Richardsen was not before this coneittoo as a candidate but 
preforred presontation of his claim by petition and in suprort of his claim sent dow 
petitions signed by noarly eloven hundred citizens of the County, amone chom were a 
large number of members of the bar, prominent business mon and politicisns, Cov. 
Houston a wiso “nd sagnefLous observor of character ws intimtoly acquaintod with both 
xen and doubdtlose was satisfied that the appointmont of Judgo Richardson sas in the 
interest of tho county, In truth mny warm fricnds of Col. Lowe had grava doubts 
thother his quilifications were of a charactor adapted to tho offico of Probate Judge, 


3 


gudgo Richardson was aprointod, and connidarable hootility ts him ongondcored on that 
pecount asong tho adhorrants of Col. Lowe «nd it Was oponly Asnortad tht w caever the 


fcople hid an ornortunity thoy would repudiate the aspointacat. Noatly tcn yo: rs khivo 





qiapsod since his appointnont. He outlived all rr-judico, wis r-olectcd over an exe 


rienced and popular opronont by an overvhelming ma jority and the ncople rocornizad 





him to day as their able and trusty popular londor, and acknoz) dco that tre lapse 
of timo his fully vendicated tho wisdom of Gov. Houston's selection, Insiend of mkine 
us 


a roculble mistake aa a many from snothor county yuts it, Gov. Houstog by giving 


such a loader in a timo of G@ifficulty placed puccosa in our reach and in 1°60 for tho | 





first time oince the war tho damocrato oloctod tholr entire tiekat fron comuissionor 
to Probato Judgo. foes any roasonable min asrert that with such a record that thera 
{3 et poorunneten in cuch a min though ho mrched and foll, wounded and atsablo in 
no ranka im a seat in conyross, evon uciinst no distinguched a man as Liout. Con, 
sheoler, Judgo "ichardson has not seen proper to mika any dcfonce bacuuce nona ts i 
necescary because if it is nocossary to defend hia cruso in cndosvering to estiblish 
civil law, nino tonths of our party xho stood in line with him in 1867 on the causo 
to be pursuod will bo put upon thoir defonco and will boa denounced as unrorthy of 
confidonco for their vyotos boginning with a, Qloction of D. C. Nunphrey to th» logise 
laturo from our county in 1865.and onding tn tho ondorsemont of tho nomination of Horace 
Groce in 1872 covoring a enaco of sovon und £f men now ooparnting with the rarty vho 
hive seen prope: to yote for Uheffield Lowo and others aro to bo ostcricized nearly 
Bll oc Lie remrining one tenth will have to riso and ask pardon of the corporls 
guard rcmiining now as to Col. Love's politicnl csrcer offer ths sp-ointient of Judco 
Richardsen, Probate Judzee He waa a prominot cionbor of tho coustitutioml convention 
Gnd our County's favorite for Congroas in 1876. We had a cloar te gority and e.uld not 


bo oloat.d on accountyor the po-sistout opnositionof sume of the western countiog | 














*atrolling over ono third ef tho vote of the convention. luidisoa and Jackson Gountias 


ttood by him to the last and to these countios tho plain clternitive was presontcd 


f either abandering Col. 


Lowe or breaking up tho convention and Col. Lowa sol\doa 
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the difficulty by withdrawing from the ocntest and allowing tho nomination of 
Col. Garth. In 1878 Co, Lowe before the holding of the congrosainal convontion 
decided not to contest Carth’s claim to a nonination but to 50 bofore the-pcaople 
ae an Tnaeconcere candidate. C ol. Lowe ras fully conscious of his own intol- 
leotual ability and of his wonderful Saritonee whth the masses. He urs a yvory 
eaprTionn man and his clesr estimte of his powor had taught him that his 

natural field was in mitional politics. His dream was to be loador of a ee 
ful political party in the state that would hold the balan ceskeeaeee the domo- 
cratic and republicans and open to him the rond to political preferment loading 
finally to o seat in the United 3 tatos S enate or ovon higher still and to a mn 
of his ambition talent for successful party manipulation and wonderful political 
ssgacity nothing was impossible. In the meridian of success ond while busily 
planning for a fromising future ho was, suddenly cut off by connie cn He was 
a foe whose agressive mothods naturally mido him enomies a political contcst with 
him was war to ‘the kaife and the rank and filo of our party politically dotestead 
him and fiercely, And annoyed him but nevor until tho commnécation of one of the 
people to tho Athens Courier.ever so degradod him in 4@ falso and hypocritical 
eulogia as to say thot it san done as a meat and bread transaction and from a 
sense of tho enjustic done him by the democratic party. We, his onomies who 
fought him in lifs and tho are willing to now leoavo him in peace gave him credit 
He wis profoundly vorsed in all the entriguo end trickory of partics and accepted 
the consquoncos with stoocal rosignation and was not oithor soursd or disappointed. 
Ne recognized no such thing as a meat snd dread quostion, wus careloss in money 
matters and always felt able to take caro of himself. His roail motivo was the 
ovorwholming desire fora field for his talent and when his kooen sagacity saw 
tha coveted oprértunity his desire for distinction was stronger than his fnith 

to his party and that was all of the matter, and any sontimcatslism or hypo- 
crisy in condeming or apologizing for his course is more twaddle,Col. Lowe 

while living was adle to take care of himself and whon dead his friends do not 


ask his enemies to pretond to polliate or excuso his course, 
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A Stroll in Arcadia 





Shen a min has reached miaaie ago and has outlived tho dolusivo honos of carly 

_ years and has loarnod to nlice a ‘propor ostinate on tho foliton a and varitiog of 

, worldly pursuits the recollection cf his childhood and youth becomo moro yivid ond 
he bogins to roalize tht whataver ete of toil and privation my havo atteaded 
his earlior yoars that his youthful days woro the hapniest of his life, This is 
more especially true of ono born and raised in the country who by various turns of 
fortune’s whool finds himself a rosidoant as our torn's and cities oither drivon 

| there by storn nocossity or wafted thither on the Baca tide of prosperity while 
there 1s a varioty of causes that turns the young men bred in the country towards 
tha city and the cities and towns are full of progross and dovelormont infused 

into thea from tho enerry and Pees (SE the conservative olemant drarn into than 
from the farning population seeking a broader ficld of dovolorment, yet this 
element of the residents of towns never bocome couplotely aosinilar ond althogeh 
the pressure of business may hopefesaly conf ino them to the ororded thorouchfares 
and restless progress of tho city a thore is in the hearts of them all a lingering 
hope that tha day will fina'ly come for thom to return to their native fields and yve- 
new in the dealino of life the rural plecsures of carly life. Thoso hopes aso 
generally as delusive as the anticipation of a successful “nd prosperous careor 
that tempts the farmer boy to sever the ties of homo and family and enter into tho 
battle of lita, by casting his lot among the dwollers o* cities and toms, After 

a lapse of twenty, thirty or forty yenrs the now prosperous morehant fomsus 
politician or successful lawyer finds leislure to return to tho rac of Ais child- 
hood, Father and Mother and their whole contemporary goneration have passed aay 
and are sleeping their lzst sleop in the cometary near tho old church, 

Hero and there remains a survivor of a departed rice. Fa joins tho throne of 
Norsninpers on their way to tho old familiar meoting house and as ho looks upon the 
entoring congregation ho labors ugder a mane nary dolusion thit tho dtal ov tino 
haa been set back for forty years and ho is a caroloss boy oncd more. Put the boys 


of the olden time shom he remembers so well aro not thore. Thoy aro ropresented 
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J punbor, ofthe friends of his, “youth, nave. @icappenred forovor 


Me tari nhe” 


many of them on n the head stones in the ‘notetbortly, cometary ‘Re 


a tees 


nay. who ie on naneless and pront scious ereyes on the tetant battle. flolds. of: 





south hore i there he recalls one. who. has made a name in Aiotont sate and of | 

| another whose life has boon a failure cand a - yoproach to his nano and nativity. 3 His 4 
old Ee have Decors tho mothers and grandmothers of tho rN. aaa | 
although he may havo mingled among the loveliost of the sox in tho brilliant scciety 
of the cities, yet ‘he is more impressed by tho rosy beauty of this congregation, of 
the daughters of % the friends of his childhood because it is alnost a. living re= 
production of the type of forty years ago that he then thought was an assexblege cf 
the loveliest of eraatod beings and this imprescion having never boon eradicated 
again controls his mind and allows no other standard of compirison but that ideal of 
his childhood and yout¥. Tho ieee metamorphases of eitics that make a city 
min in the cause of a few years feol jiko he has come into a strango and foreign 
lané do not ocevr to so great an oxtent in tho country whore there is a conservation 
that retains 6 large Derorvion or the habits and appearance of a forner pederatie 
While the churches in the towns and citios Tre undor strange trensformations, sO 
strange that ono can scarcely realize that it's members profcss the doctrinos and 
creeds of thoir fathers. ‘The churches in the country away from the lines of travel 
have undergono but littlo nears and when we can find ono with on old pastor who 

was preaching to tho same congregation that he had in charge whon we wero bors 
we Gan rolite the intense spirituality the “pases and earnestness of the sosrel 
that made this a christian country and we ean rocognize the insufficiency Of dnd 
polished uttorances of the fashionable pulpit orators of tod»y in roaching the 
sympathies of their skeptical listless and formal coagregivions. Theso old 7 
preachors may havo once boon {llitoerate and aittn corneer they my have never had an 
opportunity of hoaring “ny of the colebrated dovines of tho ago but with as stcdd- 


fast a crumveetota as the apostles of old that they were called to presch tho 


gospel and believing that in the study of the bible and peavring for light and 
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y guidance is inddpendent of all wrdly accossary to knowlodge is tho true source of 
spiritual powor meny, of them became celobratod and although ofton eccontric in 
pannor and with no grace or polish in gosturo or dolivery, yet it “tho eloquent 
spiritual pnosonges and original smrkling expositions of tho religion of the 
bible in which their discussions abound could bo collatod and published -it woula 
be inferlor to nothing over given to the world oxcept tho work of insptration,. 
.Mingled with a large amount of personal and local matter usual in the sermons 

of thoso whose thoughts and affections have bcen for half @ century Peo in 
-his little world ars occasional gems of thought and doctrine that ‘degot Gn over- 
whelmins denies to preserve one perpotuato, To tho earnest and zealous ‘pastors 
of the day ‘a visit to those old time churches sould bo plotcant and profitable, 
pletsint to realize tho auroras oivildzation hos brought, and profitable as a 
living illustration of the manner of worship of our fathors, 


Ever min whatever his station in life, if he spont his childhood in the country has 


stored away in memor y an Arcadia nestling far azay from tho jostling city thorough= 


farcs among tho greon fiolds or fertile pallets of his nativity, He my become 
satiated with the empty pursuits and honor and vain dolusion of a dissapointed 
"career that has satisfied svery desiro except for happines: sot this Aresdia 
colored by the romance of carly memorios and house is tho ono oasis in the sterile 
desert of the past, When ‘ora with cazes and anixioty Q& stroll into this Areadia 
Tenew his youth strangthens his confidence elevates his power and better mituro 
ah ‘extends and widens his charity for the vices and fraitties of huacnity. As he 
Wanders among the seenes of his childhoods every mountain and brook and velley 
Tocalls the mtrone forgotton past. “ith impartial mind ho rovious his ora follies 
his past sins of omfssion and cormission his blunders and inconsistencios and ts 
humbled and chastened by the thought of how uttorly ha has filed to fulfil tho 
hopes and exvectations of his aimes and aspirations in life. ‘s ho rests st the 
foot of some nobla forest oak that noarly half a century sas not changed and looks 


: 5 
forth at tho distant mounteins and Steams & grand ponoram indolebly stcamned on 


his menory he isa forcibly en ee with a consciousnoss of the tm susitsovy unture of 








ma be . while. the noble oak tonering above hin’ “lest vrobapl for 
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ee, of katie whilo man, “the nopieet ROLE and ase ‘croming paclies of 

" creative wisdom comes forth ond io cut down in tho moridian of his ie 
- Over yonder in the littlo country cemetory near the old fashionod church his foro- 
fathers sleep. He pensively Sppronchos tho littlo city of the dead and enters the 
ete enclosure. Thore his father or mother porhaps his brothers AAG | 
slumber in ‘their quiet Beaty Plain simple AE Ah maye some of their graves 
but the AI of tine has swept away the last qoariees of the resting Blass of 
others and he can with dofforonce mark the spot whore in the long EA years 

he buried the loved and lost with bitter rogrots and sorrowfully left them to the 
slumber that only tho trumpet of the rosurroction oan distur, yet to the mon of 
affliction Agatha with grief to the man in tho spring tide of & successful and 
honerable cxereer to ene ee whose life has been mde of dieappointnent and failure 

to whom life has beon a trouble and burden a stroll into this Arcadia ts alike 
salutary. It is o balm to the corrowing, &@ discipline an@ an admonition to the 
prospsrous min of business full of suggostions of a better life ind higher and 

nobler asperation and to the nopeloss and disappointed the last ray of sunshine 
lighting his gloomy path and painting the way to final rast and hope in tho S:car- 
tality is a hideous farce, a ghastly jest and a solema tra,ocy, But as a stato of 
probation for a better state of existance in which man my humbly and prayerfully - 
hope to attain eternal happiness in the unknown future it is full of vossibilities 
for self improvemont, And converts man’s frail tonuro of tomperal existonco into 

the ploasing certainty of a picture more lasting than tho rockrubbor mountain ang 


, only bounded by tho incomprehensible and mysterious name of etornity it sels, 
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‘the fina) ‘roatoration of poace, ane county was under absolute 0 milttary. rule with 


"ne fo’ + a ig? 





with x mos Ahalie in ovory to: 7 “roady to arrest evory person who no Openly exproceed Es 
“any sympathy with the loot cluse. Then care che freed man's bureau with ee ae = - | 
ample coted mechinery it's bigotry and intolorence and ignorance of our eetes 
of labor ready to hampor ths ahiiece oP those who reached homa in time to arrange 

for making a crop ae who had Peace start and worked through ae aye 

scason before they wero hauled up ‘eves GHE new power aro required to wishes new 

and unheard of and impracticable pereraete witha the freodment. Every thing was 

in confusion and disorder but aoe was jureshadowed in tho order LOLEL Gin 
election of stato and JEREARS officers uncer the auspicies of Levis D. Parsors 
provisional governor besashe the supervision e ALL persons oxcopt those placed 

under disabilities by the thirteanth amcndmont who had taken the amn nesty oath 

were Allowed to vote and Jeres H. Scruggs was olected Preis Judge. Pe Be 
‘Curloy sherriff, Janes Ff, Morrow Tax Colloctor and Thoo. Oliver Tax Collector. 

The federal authoritios saw vhen to late that thoy had misteken tho ‘character of 

the ton cho although connect in battle yot had tho spirit to cost thoir 

suffrages from thoir old compenioas in army in proference to the partisnns ofk 

the redoral governmant armen ceeaceates cone of tho officers were sllowed 

to be een and some removed whilo Captain Gurley vas arrosted for the slaying 

of ieCook for whieh he was no more responsible than any other confederate taking 

part in a skirmish resulting in the death of Federal officer eared in chains 

to Nashvillo and condemved to death, by a military me martiol and was saved 


only through a parden fron president Johnson. 


History of Vadicon County. 
1840 to 1850 


In tho year 1840 the people of Madison County wero strucgling against the finan- 


clal deprossion that peryaded the entire state, Money Was vory scarce especially 


gold and silver and nearly all the piwer ourrency in circulation vas Tocoivee 


: beonttek lig 
gith distrust. The wild scheno of converting the Stato bank and brunches into. 
cotton sobbing ostablishuents and paying tho divohnod of tho Stato from the ~- 
profits of cotton snaculation had canoe to grief, 
ghe northeast part of th. county has tho sane characteristics as to’inhabitants. 
soil and productions as tho Hurricane regione The miain or Barren Fork of Flint 
tends southwards and rises in tho State of Tonnossce, vhilo Briar Fork ond peavor 


Dam riod in the northwest and flow: of eastwarily throuch a fine farming region. 
AUTOBIOGARAFHIC 


Iwas bora in Ogethorpe County, Georgia in the year 1801 two silos fron Loxington,. 
ty fathor was a native of Virginia and a soldier ia the war of Indopendenca. Ke 
entarcd the army in his soveataonth yoar and was first under firo at ths battio of 
murimoths This bittloe vas fouzht én one of the hottiost diys on record ee zy 
[thor said that after thie many of the British wero found co-d on the fiold withe 
pr any wound. He came to South Carolina in Light Horus, Harry Leo's comnang 

and participated in the muny buttlos ond skirmishes onding ia tho occupetion and 
a¢ tho close of the war had risen to the rink of Licutenant of a eavaltry commay, 
Hla was in the disast@rous chargo at bridge chore owing to misdir-ction of orters 
‘the advance was not supported and a:t of twenty only five mide good their retreat, 
All tha othorsa being xillod or capturod.4s the survivors fought their wy ice 
Across tho bridge a sturdy Briton ondoavoring to bar thoir JAscage was cut dom 
oy a saber stroke across tha face, Tronty see attcrrards he and ay father met 
‘. & horso rice in Lexington and renewed their acquaintance wider mors favorasle 
fusploes. Coming southward at the close of the revolution, ay fatier sattlee i+ 
loxineton then noar the Chickasaw frontior sherm ue marricd a miss Jennings a 
Sauber of a prominont Georgian family and as thoro was continual {1! feeling 
Setween tha Cheroxeos and «iltes a scou ting company Woa organizcd which my rather 
Sommanded for ovtr ton years. Tho Ceorgians had sufferod savoroly on Indians 


hootilities and for many yoars throuzh this tribe boro ostonzibly poaceful ro- 


ls$ions towards tho fodor.l eavernnant, wat thaen man 9 sanctane 2252 ee 8 


eee ee 
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fare waged botwoen tham and tho white pioneers. Tho Indians stealing and occaston= 
ally missacroing and the whites retaliating with tenfold sevority.. Occasionally 


horses would bo stolon, a house burned and its occupants murderoa ond talon captive 
. then would follow ‘a sudden raid into tho Indian country captives frequontly boing 
roscued tons burned and Indions indi scrimi naoly slaughtored, My first recollections 
are pf a double log house nezr a pino forest a larga clearod-field adjoining cul= 
tivated by nogro slavos. In sunner a tablo of pino slabs was sét in the yard boe 
tueen tho awelling Woe ane cabin around this noar sunset wero gathered py a 
older area and my older sister, tall lithe and greceful as a fan while my 
fetior with her kind loving face sat at tho head of the table with my three year 
| old sister at her knees and my biby brother in her arms. My father who then was 
approaching middle ago wis frequently absent or was detainod by business until we 
ama11 children had retired to reppso/ ‘tho Indians by this timo had defn graduzliy 
forced ba ck¥eoednds the mountains and Lexington was no longor on ‘the tronticr. 
Yet there were scores of old soldiers of the revolution and vehorans of the 
Indian wars in ne countrye and on the long winter evonings thoy gather around 
eich others hearths and fight their battles over again. Many wera the marvolous 
tales of peril and adventure and of hardship that wa listened to with ereecey cars 
and glowing faces. Our country was a voritable land of plonty the woods rere Tull 


of game and the rivers of fish and cattle and sheep and swino fairly starmed in 





the Woods. oO very seldom had wheat in bread but wa had Indian corn in greatost 
abundance from where food of endless varioty was propared « JI dédn't think any 

| cotton was raided but wo had linsey and Jeans ond evary family had its flax wheel 
and a little patch of flax and then wo had plonty of buckskin the nevor failing 
Toasource of tho backwoods min. But this country ws growins too thickly settled 
for tho typical pioneer and my fathor belonged to that class so in tho year 1906 
with his wife and hin nine children and about a dozon negroes he londed up his 
Wagons unu pack horses he’ set his fuce wostward. ify fathor and his tro oldast 


Sons rode in front followed by our two wegona with their nogro drivers, then 


came my mothor and tho two younger children on pack horses followed by negro women 
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and chilaron some on foot anc somo horseback whilo two of ny brothors sixtecn” 
and elchteon yours of sco witha truoty nogrd’ soSvant brought un, tho rvnar, It 
soeaned to me that we wore traveling for a month or months. Wo tzravoled about 
fiftecn miled por day ovor roads not well oponed ani frocucntly hid to cut tiiaber 
out of the road fill up oxcavations, And camping by tho side of swollan streams 
to await patiently for them to subside, Vo oceasionzly passed through or ooo 
Indian villagos and my fathor boing woll up in the Cherokso tongue was hospitablly 
volcoued and ontertained. Nrter wo got out of Ogloethorps County we sav no more white 
people until we cama to wat 1s now Murfoesboro on Duck vivor there wo found a fow 
rhita sottlers a grist mill in course of orection. "oO hid left Georgia about the 
first of March and ituwas now noar tho first of April. My father had for mny 
years dosiroad to go to tho graat bend of the Tennessee, so tarrying on Duck River 
just lone enouzh to lay ina month's supply of broad and salt he turnod southward 
and traveled stoadily for about a wook. A nd ono fino spring evening ro came to 
Elk River the stream was clear and the adjoining landn fortile and nosr at hand 
#23 3 bold cloar otraim pouring its swift waters into tho main stroon, reaievi tad 
along this stream for ecratse milos northnard, thon wa carnioe to a low Limestono. 
ridge from which tho stroam roso in the Comm of a fiao bold spray and gushing from 
the faco of tho rock. Mere we restod for tho night our tents wore oructed noar 
the snoring and whon I aroso naxt nociine a little after sunrise the nécroes were 
dressing a fino vonéion mz father had shot and a large rattlosn2ke was susrnended 
from tho limb of a sproading booch ria near the camp. The day vas devoted to an 
Ssxploration of tho country and evory one pronounced it a goodly-land and on tho 
third moraing tho sound of tho maul and ax and the ortsh of falling timbor Pea 
tho achoesover the walls of a log cabin began to arisa the ridge pole and peices 
fare put on board rivor from tho hezrt of white oink cov-red it, from omall loss 
split fa thn middla floored it, A chimney way built of split sticks and the 


‘tite fanlly moved ine Tho acgroos at first slept undor the trees, the weather 


Vory warm and pleasant. Night was hideous with the wailing of rhipperwills, 
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pooting of owls aml screaming of wild cata und howling of wolves. In tho morning 


day Was heralded by tho song of the mocking birds and thrush, tho eawing of crows 


a * 


and tho gobbling of wild turkeys in tho tall treo tops, oll naturo was aninated and tho 
forostes And streams soomed donse by populited with beast and bird, flash and fowl 
evorything oxcept man. Out faniiy was slone and as montha we had no visitors. This 
Merion did not appear to havo Boentintmaca on ovon Sy the savage. The Indians hana no 
trices of cottlocent in the neighborhood. ‘ve had dropped into tha midst of an 
{macnse hunting ground with nn one to molost or miko afraid. ‘ae lived from the 

5 
forsst and with an occasion) pilgrimge to Murfreteboro the year was passed by our 
family in a state of complete isolation from thy world. 4 largo corn ystch hes 
‘peon cleared up and corn was mane in holes dug with a hoo anong thu stumps and 
roots and broad was raised in moro than sufficient quinitity for the coring sceson, 
Tha Indian corn on these fresh virgin lands grew to a hoight of twolve or thirteon 
feet, and produced two or three dozen ears to tho stalk. We were a mile from =lk 
river and the Little creek on whose banks we settled still nears the name bustored on 
4t by ny father. Woe had been located hero for a year and were living in rite nidst 
of plenty. we had no sioknoss,uring the year wo had made enough corn for brond. 
Ve had mde two Hosaie moryora by burning holes in the enas of two largo hickroy 
blocks ana wo workod the pestlos with swoops and in this way wo obtained very 
good bread. The woods furnished and endless varity of :.oats and whon winter cama 
wo started a sugar camp in the hills whore the sugar miples stood thickest ond _ 
nado a considerable quanity of sugar and molasses. “0 had to bring salt from Nash- 
Ville. and at tho close of tha year na road was blazed out all tho way ond as thero 
Was no other wide blazod road no frontiersman could misteko tho way. When tho 
next epring onened many now comers found their way to the beautiful and fertilo 
Tegion whore we had located and quite a sottlemont spréng uv. This was an 
egreeablo experionce after the solitude of thr preccoding ye:r and among tho number 


Yere somo of our om rolatives who followed ovr footstens from Georgia who reeelvad 


4 warm welcome , But in a year or two old huntors bogen to tell of a country still 


firther south dow towards tho ereat Tennessco River. The/reported this coyntry 


vay 











oe ee eee er ree Se a ene 


ew ew eet re} 


es te ee ee 
a ee et — cm ln ee a 
~~, + Oo ee So be —_e 


a rere eee 


ere 
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wat they followed these streams southaard util they had al} worsod into the 


ono «leony cloir and ranid little rivoy that thoy callod lint, and 


thon tine ecm 


to the Junction of tho to larger streama thoy found a voll donrivad patna’ loading 


fro. 1t through thickots and canobrmkos towards tho mounlawina that could bo 9957 


in Lia Alstanoa.As aight annroachad they had roneked the foot of the mountiin cnd 


enesianad naar a anring. Next morning thay ascended tho mountein Which was 


with loaf tinber and from a cliff lovkod dormn on a vast scan 


covorca 


wariny sequin with water 


gle:ming in tho distanco. They treadod scuthvard accondines as they ¢ 


7 


just before ro‘ehing thao mountain sumiit they camo to a springs 


gorge with watars of ley coldnans and akirtine the mountain top thoy 


osinuous mountain ridgo covered rith s heavy ¢rowth of cedar that shut from th 


ent until 


. in a dark mountcin 


Toliound a 


sir 


vicw tho surroundins country as thoy desesndad they found traces of a boaten Yt 


that grew piatnor as they still eradually doscenied, Presently the ecdar cave place 


to 4 magnifictent oak and poplar growth sna they knew tht they were at tho mountains 


bese, yot thoy found swans ind marshea on oither side an2 on the north side was 


along dark ravine at the foot of almost porpendiaular oliff and preson 


ntly s round 


knoll covorad with onk ane cedar and rising soms thirty or forty fact above the 


4 ' a 
gonersi Laval amd sXirtteround to ita wostern side they stood ona perpoudéectiay 


elif? vo? Jdégostone froa the foot of which insued a larcea s 


opraad over tho swamry country below, Soon there was considerablo 


passa (sO Z 


stroam af water that 


laquiry concerning 


tho new and vonderrul rogion to which cur hunters had pentratcd, anu my father bow 


Con to talk o* noving further south. “Yo had been living on Ele rivor nor 


or four years an? the settlemonts were gradually oxtonding southward. 
} 


for threo 


e .” 
» ONC Ley 


sottlors had pushed southward over into tho now land fyst rurchasod from ths 


inéinna in Nisotnaippi Torritory, My fMthor and his beys and nogeree 


- TyWMrI-IneR SY. ne od 
and cultivated soma tnuenty acres montly im cosn snd pumpkins, thourh 


Max patch and my mother had a flax whool or tog “hiehk wis concraily 


SG had cleared 
VG snc Geom kt t clue 


sort in motion, 


ty this timo a mill f111 was oullt on 21k nour the mouth of tho Llittlo crock 
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on ghich my fathor settled. JI have not visited tho anot in fifty yoars and thay 
tell me that there is now a cotton factory near whore tha mill stood. At tho 

i time of which Ae speak tho oreck wis carriod in a race to tho nd eubanik of the ercek 
ond its witers progected against and over a hot whool. ‘Tho building was a mave 
sned to protect the works and eriat from the woathor.e tho, works were crude in) 
charactor and the stones had been quarried from tho adjacont 2h petee or high 
Jando, but BeiTl crude thouch it wa3 in character, yot it sumplicd the noighbor- 
hood. Occasionally wore seen the pack horsos of seltlers from boyond the line in 
uisaissiprt Torritory ane thuy attracted uo mich attcntion from our little con- 
munnity as a traveler prom tho Antipodes would now command, ‘Yhoso tall stalwar 

nen in buckskin clothing wero onthusiustic in the praiso of tho now country beyond 
the stats line, and whilo a largo numbor of anettlors roro pouring into tho Elk 
River country, & considerable number of tho old pionoers wore going furthor south, 
Qne reason for emigration was thnt Tennessee was a state and was extonding its 
arate" ovor its new Bee crite, whan in 1806-7. tho Indians rolingquished the vast 
triangle to the United States the base of which extondod from the highlands and 
heed waters of Rlk to the mouth of blk rivor and whose apex was one hundred miles 
southward on Chickanaw Island in Tennessoo River tiers was a hoavy emigration south= 
yard and a littlo ¢msoubln bogan to spring up at lachestcor. Many of the ploncors 
had spent the largor portion of their lives on the frontiers of civilization and 
lays and regulations of séttlod communnitiea- was somerhat irksome. “hile thoy xere 
mMiturally peaceablo and orderly, yat habit had made them fond of old pionecr lew 
that usurlly had been potient for the preservation of order in thoir communitios and 
vhen law ;8 extended over them they generally dec)ined arpointments involvins 
administration of the laws and held themsolves alocf from the courts. 

Thon by travaling a dozen miles they could pass beyond the jurisdiction of stats 
Authority it did not take long for many of them to cross ovr tha state line. By 
this time a road had bean blitzed ont from tho old town of ‘inchestor throuch the 


heavy forests to the stato lino nour Now Varket ani this forned part of tho grcat 


\tchvay westward through Alabama and Mississinpi to Natchoz the thon capital of 
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wississippi Territory. The rcasons that somewhat rutsrded _oieration induecd my 
satiar to emigrate Pirtiee south. The Chéckasans had conerally boon vary friendly 
to the settlers but the sottlors hatod the Cherokecs and thoir hatrod was Tully 
foclprocat .d,About this time the air was tuttfeumors of 2 gonoral rasa ware 

and my ruther who had fought tho Cherokecs for some trelva or fittoon yeara felt: 
the oid wsr fire roviving and came dom to Alabama in order to bo in the viow of 
the battle should hostilities actually comoneo. (0 in that smring of the year of 
31870 he sold his inprovence? on Fl8 rivor and enma southward dovn the newly cut 
road uatil ho struck Flint River at old Brornsboro iéere thore was a considerable 
colony of old friends who had nreceded hin, and who at that timo forned tha extromo 
southern osottlement in tho county east of tha mountaina, At this time a considere 
ablo littlo village was forming at Huntaville's big Sppiny Known as the toan of 
Twickinglam and ny father settled on 4 high hill north of Mromaboro. 4 horso 
path leading from Broeaebaes to Huntsville had baen mido on tha south boundary of , 
the soction lines from Flint river to iuntavillo. . Tho fans had boon surveyed the 
year before and the settlers could follow tha newly blazed section lines to the 
mountain Lrom which to Huntsville a roud wan blazed out nearby on tis line of the 
prosest colle Forte road, but many yoars pansed before a weeon road wis opened. 
All the people livin; on’ lint who drove wagons to town weat up the river to the 
old iinchester road, croasing the rivor near tha factory, thon nora as Woods 
Mill, On the west side of the river thoy skirted round tho mo:ntain throush tho 


Open woous through the Mastin farm ond round by the Green Rottom Inn just opeaed 


by John Connally a famous sportsmin ond prominent nn in his day. Hortons PALL ateraye 


ce 
the throe forks and Brown's mill half 4 milo west of old Brovnsboro hud not been 
guilt and our hares was done ne Nuntsville at a milj. put up west of torn by John 
Qnd william Badlum. I bwing ono of the younger boys officifiitod as & mill boy at 
sirst accompanicd by an older brother or oa nogro men or boy, but as I grew clder 


I frequent 7 made the trip alono, Men now living in this country can have but 


Uittlo concoption of tho richness and beauty of tho region botweon Browneboro and 
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Huntsvillo. With tho exception of tho mountain srur nov hnown ag Codar Rider 


and then covorad with a thick erove of ART Se codars 44 uno ono continued i-rove 
of maguificlont popular interspersed in the Lowland with ONk, “alnut and Fickozy. 
It Was A-eGso0 of tho survival of the fittest for thore was little’or no under-rorskh 
and the forest titans had reserved no much space for lisht and ventilation tn 4 


/ 


wyere not frustrated by storms, ‘%agons could bo ciusily driven any where over tha 
woods and in riding through the beautiful opon for:st a door on tho sun could de 
soon for 2 quarter of a mlle awcy through tho forost avenues. Roads thon were not 
wo necessary 4s at prosunt when tho undorgrowth provents driviag and frequenily 
riding through the forosts. Tha monntain wis rmither difficult especially on the 
eastern side. The pith wound among low jagged cliffs of limostone anl it took exe 
perienced stacring at some points to prevent our meal bags from coming in rude 
contract with the sharp rocks.looning up on esch side of tho trail. At this time 
but little imprassion had boon mado on the unbroxen forest oast of the mountain, 
there wis & houss at tho Nichols spring near cedar ridge and some two or three along 
the base of eonte Sano moar ths cool sparkling springs on south side of the Moore 
Pl.utetioa. Tyron Huntsville to the mountain top was one unbroen forest he ee Be 
clearin;s made south of ths road ono by Yoses Vincont at Undervoods and another 
huar tho old Calhoun pence There was @ fow stragsling log cabins on the path 


froa steals corner out as far a3 the Fluening plice and. severzl new houses among tho 


road wound round 4 large pond where tho wator stayed 311 sumer and which was full 
of greon briurs, old stunps and logs to whore tho ground began to rviso into x con- 
siderable Known whore tho Court Houso stands. Ferv stond at that time a little 
frame building used 43 G Court Nouso and another north of it fora jeil which in oa 
yoar or two wora replaced by brick buildings which wore a soiree of wonder +9 the 
young natives. A trip to Huntsville'’s Mill was a groat holiduy for tho boys, as 


somoviies a doson or mora would come along togother. In the crowd waa generally 


#330 older person who could put up rocks for unfortumte boys who wore drarzcd off 

















a4 


by the rocks or saplings and necdles und throad also wera forthcoming for remirs in 

.case of damigea. We generally started at sunrise or bofore and roached oe destinatéon 

in two or three hours cnd as we tarriod until all had obtainad their grist ze reached 
tpme noir nicht fall, thus wo managad to spend the Eveator part ae the dav in town 
and no exposition of the present civilized poriod evor dolishtoa our souls as did the 
wonders of the now and froving littlo city. “o wanderod round tho sprine cliff end 
waded in the wide ond sluggish waters in tho swann helow. Some body had started a 
tanyard just below the apring at the foot of the hill an? the mikins of leather was 

& new rovelation to us. Then came the brick yard a#nd@ brick laying and the carmentors 
and manons at work and thore was aleo an cotton gin min by Dr, Moore and a distillery ; 
above the mill owned by Jamoa Clomons, as evening arnroachod we set out in tino to 
reach home beofore night fall and turning around the coder ridgo and circlin: round 
tho point on would frocuently hesr the scream of the catamounts that infested the 
roush and huney combed rocks covoring the urpor ridge and listencd to many blood 
curdling storiea of iyeuturous hunters, who had oncounterod wil@ beasta in thoir 


Wild and difficult i up in tho black codnr groves. 


In ths year 1810 and 1811 thore was but little increase in the population of the 
Flint "iver colony. There wero rumors of Indian wars and the little trianele thich 
had projected itself beyond the st°te line about twenty or forty miles alons its 
northarcn limit and tapered into a point at Chickasaw Islend on Tarnnessce River 
Would have bnon in serious dineor nurrounded on all sidas by tvo such powarful and 
war like tribes, as tho Cherokoes and Chickrsaws. But fortunately both of thesa 
tribes romained friendly and vhen hostilities begun the scat of war ves south of tho 
mount. ina on the watore of the Coosn and Tallapossa. Huntsville had groxn to a 
town of sovon or eight hundred inhabitants and was drivinc ~ profitable trado with 
the Indians among thom even at that time civilization wis edvirging. But many xvho 
had bought land at the land s2loes in 1809 ea bringing, thoir fimilies to now 


torritory at a. time vhon the tomper of the Indian tribos was unsettled and way 





appoarad probable. But tho settlers wore not oasily intimtdstaa by fcar of 
Indian hostilities. fei number of them hid come from Gedérgia and Yennessoo 
whore there had been continwl hostilities botwoen the ricas until tho beginning of 
the prosent contury and the rising generation sho had heard their fathers fight 
their battles over again longed for an onportunity ta emulate their daeds. But 
with tho year 1811 from some ciuse than unoxploiined the apprehension of Indian 
hostilitios geans to have passed away and settlers beyan pouring into the country 
east of Flint Nivor out tomrds Nurrican€ Crock a large colony of gorman sottlors 
wore locating among whom was Jacob Derrin a woalthy min who bouzht large bodios 
of land near the Indian boundary In 1609 Jamas and John Lavler, John Lanberson, 
ienry Harless ani Richird Pockrus and John Pasoum whose descendants seattorod over 
north Alabama and many of where now comprise somo of tha dest eltizons or *Adison 
County. John Brokn purchasod a large track of land noar Broensboro built a mil} 
on Flint rivsr and cava his name to the old smb yas Tho old town was laid orf 
into districts and in tha yoar 1612 it was socond to Huntsvillevin population 

and importance. Its ponulation rapidly increased and it was tuo herd quarters 

of the flint river navagation company that at an aarly day shivpod cotton and 
produce down Tlint river. A largo sottlomont soon githerod zround the villsca 
among whom were the Howard McCartheys, Lamborsons, Taylors, Plebeys, WAnsincales, 
Browas, Lawlers, Cottons, Seotts, Jordans and Dorricks wno rapidly cleared and 
see for cultiv:tion tha fine fortilo Innde on both sides of Flint river. The 
sottlemont extended up Flint River to threa forks where Houvhtons M111 was aeacted 
and where the second votin; place in the county wan established, “Every body lived 
in log houses of various gredos from the humble cvbin dsuded with clay to the 
hewod log hoise with plank doors, shingle roof , tho rooks chinked and tinishod 
off or pointed with limo. Lumber wis all sawn st o2w mills by hand and it was 


% 


& serious tisk to saz out tho planks for a first class dwelling. Yor the acco- 
moodations of my father's largo fanily he built a square log house about tent: 


foot square with a side room. Tho floors were mdo of white ash plesk, sawn at 


126 
saw pits by hand and covored vith chestnut shingles and stood without boing recovered 


for near fifty yoars. Tho kitchon and smoke houso and nogro cabins wore rude log 


- 
- 


- cabins daubed with clay and several of them with dirt floors. Hast of the house 
was a\'sluice or lagoon with many springs running with 1t and some boiling up fron 
its bottom. The waiter in this lagoon was cloar bd cold with cunereeds crowing in 
tho stream and along its borders. It was alnays srarming with fish and a haul or 
two with a seino a Sek, suppliod both white and black with an avful supply of 
fino fish. From this oluico to tho rivor was a body of rich bottom and covered 
with tall ae ae over topping the hoavy cane brake that covered the ontire sur- 
face. The road from Huntsville skirtod tho hills and crossed the river half a 

mile above old Brownsboro and a thick grove of Roech extended dow tho river on its 
oastorn sido. Gnnll game was abundant and occassionally boars and wolves were 
slain in the rivor bottoms and catamounts and pinthers in tha mountnrins. I snd 

my brothers during these years did not eat much idlo bread, Ky father was at this 
time careless in his business matters and left his farm to the caro of my oldor 
brothers and the negroos. Those slavos were part of my mother's inheritance -from 
my gxindfather's estate who had died and in that day had loft a considerable estate. 
Wy movher’s yart consisted of two or throe men with thoir wives snd young families 
and the labor of three or four mon and about the same number of boys had to support 
some thirty in family black and white and to do this, more lana ttre to be cloarod. 
So every spring thoro was a new ground of sevoral acros to bo Brubbed and tho brush 
and logs piled and on the cane brake part was planted and cultivated with tho hoe 
GBlone. The oldor laborers hid to cut the timbor and split the rails,ctho boys 
drovo tho oxen hauled rails put up fences and cut cane roots and grubbed with the 
hoo and mattock, There was but little monoy in circulation, iron and agriculture 
linplemonts were scarce and doar and many common tools and ismlemonts wore mado of 
Wood. The soil was wonderfully fortile, tho seasons regular snd a failuro in crops 
was unxnowo. Our hogs and cattle kept fat all tho year round in tho ean brakes and 


a little corn fod to the hogs in tho fall made plenty **< of fino pork for the hole 





yoar. During thoir wintor months thore was wild gamo either fish, flesh or fowl 


servedat our daily meals with corn broad in abundanco and nobody as evor “in lack 

of an peunasns of the actual ngcosnabics of life. Sugar and coffco or toa was 

soldan soon. I do not think thore wis ever 2 pound of tea in my’fathor's housa 

and I have frequontly heard ome say that ho nover to his rocolloction cvon! and 

tasted the boverage. There was a large quanity of good whiskey mide in tts country 

baad, 

and 311 the heads of families drunk it-habitually, yot-t:+ thoro wore but 

fow drunkards in the comnunnity, Nearly every whee wore home spun clothings, jeans 
and linsey and buckskin in wintor and cottonand flax, homespun in sumzor. Inon .- 
assembly of forty or fifty boys in swamor at church or olsowhero you would not find 
half a dozon wearin shoos or coats until they were sovontoon or oichteon, whothor 
at a corn shuck or quilting at church or ata wodding the crowd appoared barefoot x 
and in shirt slooves, thoir shirts washed white as snow and ornamentcd with copporag 
colored suspendors fastcnod before and behind with a large horn or powtor buttons, 
We wore hats of platad grass or stray in summor and of wool or fur in winter. Tho 
hattors trade wis a flourishing and any boy could get a good fur hat that would 
last five or six yeira who could furnish a ters with a raccoon or beaver or ottor 
skins , enoursh to mako two hata. In the year 1812 our petcoful communnity was dise 
turbed by rumors of war with the Indians. It was recave that thero had beon somo 
bloody battlos fought in tho northwest and traders who traveled south of the rivor 
amoug the Cherokees roportod that their friendly spirit towards our peovle had 
cooled and that emissaries from tho northwest had stirrod up a feclins of ennity 
towards the whites, much to the chargrin of Zdmund Guntor ana other Indian Chisfs 
in tho tribe south of the Tennessee. 3 ome of those chief's were halfbraeds of 
ereat wisdon and foresight who ownod large property in land =ndalaves and rore 
ODudetly desirous thit their subjects sho ld bocome civilixed ind who saw nothings 
but destruction to their peonlo ina wir with tho white sottlors, Vnile no one 


doubted the Fidelity of the Indian chiofs yet 1t was very questionable whothor 


their influence could rostrain the young mon of thoir tribo from joining a con- 





L°s 








clorncy that Tccunseh and his brothor was oxrginizoed to unita> tho tribes frou the 


hio to tha. culf ina conor] Indian wir ond miny cottlors who had baicht lands ic 
tho now territory dolayod removal of thotr familiono until tho troublo hrd pasaed. 
ait gonoral Harrison's succosrful campaign in the northwest culminating in the 

hard won victory at Tippocanog allayad tho avprohensions of tho whites nnd conrirn= 
ed our noighboring tribes in thoir friondshipe Put the fact that wo wero at tar 

ith Groat Britian aroused tho militairy ardor of our psople and militairy comranics 


wore orginized and drilled throughout the sottlemonts and formed tho muclous of tha 


companios that aftorward took park in tho Crook Campaign. 


HUM ON TURNPI“YE BILL SATURDAY OCT. 18°65 


capt Hunos in favor of tho bill oponod with ono of his characteristic cloar and 
simplo oxcrdiums spoaking in genoral tarmo of tho advantages of improved hichtays 
of tho plan that ho discussed in last enter and of his fulfilling his pledgo by 
tho passage of tho turnpiko bill which faithfully omboidod his views as rrosented 
last cusnor. His olection to tho losislaturo ho considorod as a yarty cendorsesont 
of his bill and asked in tho name of consistoncoy and fair play and ondorsencnt of 
vha Dill by his party at tho ballot box in Novombor. Heo statod that tho incorporate 
{on of ae trust company was in tho course of ordinary lIccislation and that hoa 

Qekod that his nano should aupeur aa a director aftor consultation with his frionds 
9 to its prospority after any imputation of soniator or corrunt motives in the 
Towtes wis Slandcrous and libeloous. H Q stated cnet tho tax of oe fourth of eno 
pee cont was to froo tho funds in tho trust cozpany's hands by prying the debt for 
wnich tno money was ticd un in omlor to use it as a bisis of credit to float tho 
new bonds. He alluded ensually to tho toll mto question without opsnly tering 
Grounds acainst them as Judge Brickell had dono. ol iiaistda that the roads eculd 
bo built and tho dobt paid without passing the constitutional limit, but did not 


go into details. | During tho groator rartPhis address ho was cool and collectcd in 


wonnor and temper ato in spocch, skillfully avoidins tho woak points in his causo 


. . 


and dwolling strongly on tho manifold advantages thit rould Yollow tho passage 
of the bill and the suicidal folly of allowing porsonil fooling or political 


prejudice to {ntorfoere in a purely local and finincial matror. 


, 


Richerdson Against 


Judge Richerdson in opening disclaimed the introduction of porsonal miter excopt 
<r defunso agninst such attacks from tho other side. Road an agrociment intro- 
ducod by Capt. Hwass reluting to extravenous mattors in roply to the charge that 
he ( Richardson had soughs to divert tho attention from tho question at issue to 
porsonai issues) iInsisted that his op;onents “oro dodging the questions invoi- 
ved in tho bill, that thoy said the people rero not voting for toll gtes when 
thoy voted for a law that plainly contained a provision establishing toll gates. 
Taoy argued und made their Tigures on tho hypothesis that tho bonds could be 
taken up at discretion whon the law said they must run thirty years from issuance. 
Tasy said the commissioners were not obliged to collect one fourth of ono por 
coat for indcbtodness with a law on tho statute book requiring thom to do so. 
Thoy said the bonds could bo takon at fivo or six por cont when tha lays saia 
govon 2ndsovon it would bo, that law levying + per cont was without excusd sn. wc 
Ace that it was to pay tho public debt was simply @n evasion of the constivu- 
tional to reach the pockets of the pooplo, that tho dovt was already nrovided and 
BrectZell 
how it vas arrangad, ho illustrated and exph inod thet Judge Btexiets spocch 
¥ag moro son timont and clapbrap, that if it proved any thing 2% all it was that 
the condition of our pvople was too derlorable to adait of cay inereuse in 
taxatione That tho cv.r.itssioners court would fuithfuily executo any inaw on the 
stitute book but nod ample authority under prosont laws to put every cent of 


surplus monoy in tao County troasury on publie roads sn@ Would do soe That if 
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never onding and vexation issue in the fusure that voting for tho bill moant 
ligigation, trouble ee high taxation and voting ardinnt ett moant roasonadle 
taxes ajust equitablo Workings of all tho public roads and the assurance of 
g00d highways in a reasombloe period of timo. 

Turnpike Notes Saturday Novombar 18, 1685, 
A. Se Fletcher first spoke against the bill, warnod tho pooplo agninst the 
dangors of a bonded debt. Advocated improvements in roads by appropriating our 
surplus dorived from constitutional levy to be used in all parts of the county 
where most needed until all our public roads wore brought up to as high a 
standard as tho ordinary turnpike and to bo kopt in repair as now omicted by 
the new road law which givosall the power to our commissionors necessary to 
give us good roads ina reasonable time, was opposed to the county comaisst{onors 
at the ond of turnpike belonsing to corporations and county turnpikos in evory 
direction to pour toll into the three turnpikes radiating fron the city. Thought 
Wo should pay as wo 60. That trust companios ..né syndicates every roady to 
manipulate our bonds and the fact that Capt. Humes wis a momber of one of these 
companies and whilo this fact Was no censure of the purity of his motivos in 
obtaining tho ast of incorporation for tho trust company, yet the fact that it 
was on the statuts book :ade it a legitimate object of coment and could de 
Glleged as a circumstance to show that in his strong advocacy of tho turnplko 


bill his motives might not be as disinterested as ho wished tho people to bo- 


lieve. 
Judge Brickole in Support of the bill deplored that motives, purcty and personal 


should intrude thomselves into a quostion of such vital iinportaacosa fa regretted 
that Mr. Tletchor hid driggod mattorsa into the discussions ontiroly unconnocted 
with tho question and whose only mission was to darken counsel whou tho interost 
of our poople domaded that this quostion should be considered in the clear 

light of roason unobstructad by political or porsonal projudice. Ho rosretted the 


the want of time to discuss tha porsisting prophecy bu. hoped to be ablo to 
discuss it more fully before the cleotion. He drow ghoory pictures of present 





131 


condition and futuro prospects of the county and conaiderad that this bill was 

tho first ¢r.at stop to bottor timos ay thoro was nothim; so conducial to pudlic 
prospority a3 improved roads. They would rovivoa trade incroaso our fopivstres Fa 
wealth by bringing capital to tho connty and approciating tho valuo of our lanes 
and ho implorod tho paople to mkoe ono grant strido torirds peonnoey by voting 
for the turnpiko bill. Forgotting that tho old road law is copaated: To sovoroly 


dcnouncod it as a relic of feudalism from vhich tha turnpike bill mould roliavo 
them(In all this he was in error 8s tho public road bill is ontiroly disconnocted 
with tho turnpike act, Ho appeared to take tho position that as to toll Cctos 
an othor objectives attendants of the bill tho commissioners would havo power to 
enforce or not as thoy saw propor and although they, ware votine fora bill that 
provided for toll gatos, yot they wore not votingfor that or any other p:rt of tho 
bill to which thoy objcoted as thoy could ratify tho bill ond thon striko out. 
Aftorwards any ob Joctionable part by olocting commissionorsa to do their bidding 
4s ho considored that after the bonds wore out and tho roads built tho people and 
the Pomiieetonone could ters the roads as thoy chose without any regard to 
intorforenco of bond holders or courts, seemed to aryue for improved meadamized 
roads without toll gatos instead of tho bill on tho statute book. His speoch 

Was clegant and pathetic in-rogard to the necessity for improved roads and his 
handling the objectionable. Features of tha law Was plausible and engenious 


but evasive in fullost senso of the term. Ho soemod tho whole time to be on the 


point of spoaking on the question but some how or othor nover reached it, 


To Now Orleans 


One 4hursday April SOth I and Larlio took tho 9 O'clock train for Decatur “hore 
Wo wore dotainod until one-fifteon waiting for the Louisiana and Nashville 
through train for New Orloans, A light rain had sot in which cooled tho atzose 


Phere and settled tho dust. Tho train came in on time and wors soon moving south 


On our Way to our destination. oe found the passongor car vory chabby looking 
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and dirty but otherwise tho traveling facilities wore excellent. Tho Journey 





; of ovor five hundred milos to made without chango of carn fa abaut twonty hours 
: making Gn avoraoge of over twenty five milos including stoppages and the rail- 
roads officials vory rarely Xo from thoir schoduloe timo on tho holo route 
from Loulsvillo to New Orleans, For tho first twonty milos we travolod ovor a 
lovel fertile r:gion but aftor paosing Yalkvillo tho country became dbro!ren and 
by 4n cacy ascending grade we gradually reached the summit of the sand mountain 
pla*eau and then the road gotermily san Bibar tho sido of a ridge with low 
ravines and running stroams opposite. “At first the littlo stroams tonded motth t 
ward wending their way down picturesque and fortiloe vallays of Morgan County toe 
wards Tennessee river, On the Sand Mountain Ploateau some forty miles from 
Decatur is the Now Geman eity of Cullmn tho county sito of a new county and 


the home ofa Gormn Colony that has mdo this once dosolatso mountain rocion j 





blossom like tho rose and orchards and vinoyards on tho sunny mountain slopes 
imparts a tareten Genpect to this wild picturesques rogion.. 

roeeine Cullman we soon befin to descend through a romantic rogion scamed with 
ie narrow gulches and ravines tonding southward-6n ona sido we cos the | 
: 

slopping cuts into tha side of tho hikls out of thich tho reiecond is carved, 

We look out on the other side ovor the tree tops looking down from the car 
windows we see the rippling water far below, Presently tho train rattles across 
R short trestle and fora momont r@ look down a narrow wild looking valley 


tending away to the blue and distant hills and the next momont tho hill sida 


nd tho dark deep little valloy have changed side, Nox%, wo thunder through a 





cep cut on the back bone of a mountain ridge and as a strange sonsation that 
@ are being projectad into space ateals on us we are suddonly curvin .S Ground 
hother mountain sido along tho edgo of another deop valley. As xe travol,the 
lloys widen and tho streams grow widor und wider, Woe bogin to see nox ond 
8n a soam of coal along the rail road cuts Enertoonen & coal dump and a side 


ack, tho stroams have widonoed and doepened until ovor a high bridgo wo cross the 
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Warrior, here over a hundred foot wide running down a channel cut dcop into tho 


mountain whore tho ater 6 aaa make a differonca of JSifty er sixty root bo= 


twoon high and ee weer mark babe tho river novor ovorflows tho strong mountain 
barriers that guard the wators on their headlong race tovards Mobile Fay, Coal 


is nos seen ovorywhore. In tho railroad cuts at tho entrances to tunnels and 


filled on long linos of coal cars that stand ready at tho numorous littlo mining 





towns. - We whirl Sapte orraer and Cahaba and New Castle coal Cinest The white 
hotels and ee ese of Blount Springs Alabamas groat summor resort , nestod among 
the hills ‘and partnndsa on all sides: with a center of goal and iron inexhaustible 
4a quanities and unsurpassed in aesey. Now codir thickots indicate lime for- 


mation, the clay is black and sticky, tho limostono strata has boon tilled to i 





an angle of near forty five degrees and we are ontering into a great coal and iron 


basin with ea tho marvelous young city sot liko a jewol in the contre of 





the rich si ncies Birmingham fifteen yoars ago a railroad station now moving 
rapidly to its twenty thousand population with energy capital and enterprise por 


capita equal to any city on the continont and dostined soon to bo tho great coal 





and iron metropolis of the south, is pushing its rolling mills, cokeo furnaces, 


machine shops and manufactories in every direction, has absorbed old Elyton and 


is literally swarming with ontornprises, prosporous busincss move from 2ll parts 


of the union. As night approaorss tho rain continues to pour advo the mists 
settles along tho hill tops while we spped past Helena a thriving mining town. 


Colesa where Limo is mde in enormous quanitios. As we pass through tho pine 


Huntsville, Alabama 


regions re find saw mills at overy little station «hore immense aquintities of tho 


long leaved yollow pine is sawn into lumber which is pilod along the rail roads 


Huntsville Public Library 


roady for transportation. We roach Montgomery aftor dark and look out on a 

myriad of ruby colored lights from tho higher city that strotches aay to tho 
mignifictont plateau on which the stato houso is situated from which is a4 splincid 
panorm of the city and of the distant Alabama rivor windings nee trist ing 


convolutionsa through the black forests. For two or throes hours there is a 
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furious rainstorm, tho night wanes full, About midnight soa ea risos, tho Conte 
lighton, the rain ceases snd wo are Spocding through a Tikiokndes of mounta{nous 
pino foreata. whe wators bagin to gleam horo and there to tho south. Tho sand 
in the railroad cuts looks like banks of snow, and about threo o'clock we ara 
gliding along the bay and tho city grors upon us until wo aro running along tha 
bay with the SES embursod in moonshine on tho othor sido. As ro Pass out of tho 
city the now clear oky gxodunlly settles to the east cen day light inperceptibly 
stcal upon us, ‘Vie catch ocassionally glimmors of tho waters.South tho forests 
recede inland and wa are rereariae mermree making up from tho bay and sa pass 
station after station of delightful sumer rosorts to which thousands como in 
the sultry sunmer months for heilth and plonsuro. These littlo tome facing the 
open wator and fanned hy the bracing aca breozo and ombowored in eroves of live 
oak, fig and oranges and covered with flowers is to tho woarried fovoer stricken 
inhabitants of our large southorn cities like entering into tho flysian fields, 
Eut we speed on and for miles wo seam to betraveling throuch the sea, There is 
watsr on every side but tho land grows higher, wo are running along a levoe boyond 
which wa are the space and masts of ennumorablo yossols and the broad Mississippi 
Soon comos into view, Tho houses grow thickor, wo are now running slong the rivor 
With streams stretching from it and we halt Bors foot of broad street with a row 
of heavily ladon telegraph polls running along its centor. We are at the foot of 
Canal Street and a walk of two or three hundrod yards carrios us into the heart 
of the greag city of Now Orleans, 
The city is full of people, yesterday was Louisiana day and sovonty thousand 
poople wore in the oity. A largo number of this creat crowd still linger and 
throng tho sido walka and crond the street cars wending steadily to and fro from 
the axrosition grounds. The stroots ina eroat curvo of four or fivo miles on 
the Southern, oastorn and western margins of tho city and streets min norvhvardly 
ron the rivor through tha city with canal stroet over a hundrod feot wide with 


Qn avenue of paoee in its contro making a great basis moridian backersund throuch 
| 


125 


+ the ontiro city, the éroat river thoroucshfaro on which tho stroot enrs Tun are | 








parallol to the river and follow tho diroction of its curvos and oxtond oast 


and west for miles changing thoir nimos on Jackson Street, Thero are Camp and 





making togzethor a stroot ontiroly through tho city, Sono six or 
seven milos long and forming oneof the main stroot enr linos to the exposition. 
There iro meny handsome residences and public buildings along thi: otrest. The 


gardens «re covored with tronieal plants and flowers, Tho fresh bloom of early 


' apring 15 evon in the city and its floral wealth doos not ro striko us at it did 





tourist fro; more northern regions, Whom a month since forty eicht hours travel 
carried from o rugged winter landscape to balmy skios and tropical floors but ne | 


wo found the city yards ond &9rdons gorgeous with flowers and tropical plants 








"and an excursion to the fair grounds in tho balmy spring air prosonted a splondia | 





panorama of elegant dwellings and public edificos surrounded with rany colorcd 
varities of flowers and tho air was full of fragrance. Tho unusual late spring 
pope ccayns growth of vegetation ond the weather was cool and ploasant, Occassional 
showers falling had xept dow the dust and tho drivos through the city nore vory ; 
pleasant. i" | 


my 


\ .forly:in tho morning on the 2nd. day of Moy wo walked from our boarding house to 


the, Toxas Pacific depot to take tho cars for Alexandria, Yho train started at 
eleht o’clock and thore was a larga crovd of tourists roady to start home. The 
cars wore crossed over the Mississippi inan inmonse steam ferry boat znd it 

arforded us a splendid view of the rivor down to tho fair grounds and up to the 


groat curve above the city. ‘“e found Algiers 4 large town wost of tho rivor 





gituated in a low flat region with ponds and ditches and many indications of 





lata recoadinzg waters and from the levee the country inclined back to a still 
longor lovel whore the nitors wore still over tho lands, and anreared ovory where . 
in tho ditchos and furrows. For milos tho country next to tha rivor nas a cone- 
tinoous yogetablo garden and back from the rivar whore the water covored thse 
plantations, were yast rico fields eovercd with tho ercen crop a16u5 tho surfsaca 


of the w:ter. The soil is wonderfully fertile and perfoctly lovel, but the riva- 
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even Gt its prosent stago hog tho appoaranco of boing et bo od land ané tho 


inhabitant must livo in a state of four and insecurity when tho rivor reaches its 


flood aia @ break in tha lovoo milos ayay would sub:orce tho whola country. Tho 


 yailrond 15 rough and uneven in somo places tho sinking of tho track fives an une 


comfortable inclino to tue coaches and tho length of trastla work over thy cress: 


ovamps and bayous mixes the timo vory slow. It will roquire many yoars and a vast 
amount of work to balance and lovel the road through this loz sxampy reacion. Yot 
if the day sppld over como wien dikes and loveos protect this country from ovorflow 


like Nolland is protected it vill be tho homo of an irsnonse population an? tho 


. finest agricultural rezion on tho continents But this insecurity from overflor 


now retains industry and loveos in swamps and lagoons OQ large extant of the richost 
soil in the valley. Tho low price of sugar has dapressed that industry and wo 
frequently passed largo sugar mills surrounded on all sides by larse rico rhntattions, 
there is a largo area of tho country in corn but the climate ot Louisiana will not 
produce corn in its perfoction like mor northern latitudes end it io nota profite 
able orope ' Agriculture is in a languishins condition, last year the cotton crop 
was very light in somo parts almost a failuro, And sugar plonting so disastrous 
that capitalists are vory nervous about making advinces to tho sugar and the con 
quence is that tho rica crop will be largely inceressod in acorage. “we find but 
fow towns or villages on this road. ‘e pagsod in sieht of Donaldsville tho old 
capital and co ld see the “AIssissippl beyond , This city is in tho midst of one 
of tho finost farming regions in the state and is woll roréhy of a visit, but timo 
dia not permit ua to do so. Many of tho depots aro little box liko structures 
near tho quarters of sone old plantation and affomno conforts cr convonionces for 
the lucklesa traveler whose business calla him to tarry. ‘fior Nontldsvillo there 
{8 no place of special inmpdrtance. It tool us about tselv- hours to maka tho run 
of one hundred and Ssoteciy “soven miles to that placo, r-aching it after SUNSCT. 
Alexindria 48 in tho heart of tho Red River cotton reGion and until the oponin by 


and 
of the cotton lands in tho Wississippl valoy in Arkansas ones Mississippi this 
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- was considored the finost Sotton producing soil in tho world Spa oxcop in tho 

: localitios above nama, it is Oitroet a rival. Auer es isa doop red clay vith 
Roce tacents mixture of face nand and a bilo to tho acro is “ low average crop on 
land wall cultivatod, though many farmers vith moro caro in cultivation annually 
go far above this estinate. This country has tho drawback of insufficicnt labor 
of th» slave, and extrayvagence and intolerance of whito land owners, yot is ate 
sonts more real advantages to the industrious shite laboring for mon than any 
position. It is not more subject to milaria than any othor rich iovel portion of 
our country and in the opring and inte autumn it has a climate unexceolled in the 
continent, Tho sumners aro long and rather oxhausting to the unacclimatcd but the 
pine highlands a few miles from tho river aro mighty; healthy. Aloxandria is on an 
Island extending from Cotile twonty five miles up tho river to the city formerly 
the Bayou Rapids on one side and Red Rivor on the other. This Island is fron 
three to five miles wide and is thickly dottod with farmhousos and nogroas on 
river and Rayou alons its shole extent and thore is no finer body cf land in the 
south, The wter is inclined to be trackish and the bost eource of supply is 
cistorss that are dug in tho tonacious clay soil and lined with a cout of hydreulic 
cement. Toa ation of tho woll yatored rogions of North Alabema or middle and 
Rast Tennossce this ia a groat objection until they grow accustomed to the use of 
cistern wator, The Texms Pacifle and the Morgan east renas have greatly added to 
the prosperity of Alexandria which has in the least ton yoars nearly doubled its 


Population. 
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Dologates from Iladison County aa ye ; 7 
1806 Sse ae + 
‘3 
Huntsvillo 13 or 20 | | 
woridlanville eS or 10 | 
Hazel Groen 5 | ‘or, 9 
“adison Cross Roads - 2 or 3 
Cluttsville 3 or 6 
. Madison | | Me cs or 10 
Triana j 3 or 5 
' Lanier's 1 Ore. 
Vhitesburgh _ 6 en, Clon. 
Clouds Covo 1 “or 2 
Owons X Roads 3 or 5 
Vionna oo or 7 | 
Poplar Ridge et) [Or =o 
Collicrs He) or 6 
Gurley 3 . or 5 | 
Maysville 5 or 9 | 
Hayes Stora 4 Cry 4 
Now barket - 4 Olan? 
Plovna — 1 or 2 
Wells 1 or 2 
75 Orla 


In tho Huntsville Democrat two wooks ago it was stated that if the 
turnpixe bill Was not passed that the old Inv requiring ton Giys work 
Would still be ontuiled on tho laboring classes. This articlo could 


not have buen interdded for decoiving poople as tho oditor of that 





paper would not intentionally mislead but ho probably accented tho 


statanont from spouchos ho had heard, It isa fact arparonfly kaowm to overs 
one except ine editor fosters er tro advocutas of tha bill that this ola lav is . 
ropoaled cnd a rond tax of txo dollara por oipite which en) bo fo fates four days 
work levied. This applios to all parties aliko within tho rorking Limit snd ie 
paid by thom all no matter whut amount they pay on property. the intention of the 
law is to throw more of this burden on the tax yayor and to lighten the burden 
of the now tax payers. “hile experience may show defects in thishiog Wet Coy, 
be reaidied in tho ervey yot it is a grcat advance in they way of improvenon 
in tho road systen, as it lovios one tonth of ono per cont on 2ll nroperty for 
road purposes, Then the real issue is vhother wo will voto to mtify a law ose 
tablishing turnpikos ns enacted in the lav. 
Its advocates would porsuade ae that our voto sould bo for the substitut-+ pro- 
ported by them, but aftor re had voted for the bill wo would probably find a 
rigid and close construction of its provisions when it cane to flontin: tho 
bonds and socuring tho intorost and tho question would thon arise as to how wo 
could build and kecp up the roads and the only ration21 mothod would vo to rake 
the people that use tho gatos keop thom up by paying toll as the statute ponuiress 
Tac position taken by the opponents of tho bill is very plain and sinplo, thoy 
take it that tho advocates of the bill hovo abandoned the turnpike pact of it and 
contead the question as presented is mrrowcod down to tho voto on an appropriation 
~ to improvo cortain roads in the county and thoy hold that their opponent thus 
given are in direct conflict with the law which thoy wish tho pooplo to vote for, 
They hold that is turnpikos with toll gates or rejection of the catire GOIsSure . 
Thoy do not uais propose to build turnpikes but to improvo tha pudlic Mocs Dy 
appropriating evory cent of surplus within tho constitutional limit for thas 
purpose, instoad of comioncing in the centre and workings out they propose that the 
Wholo fubric shall bo built up together and all parts of the county have an equ2k 


bonefit. They propose to take worso placos first whethor they aro about Huntsville 


or in Lelands Cove or Wells and over tho county, whereover they amount to ob= 
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stacles to got tho roads, so that pooplo can trivol ovor thom in wintor which cannot 
: inate 
be done now on account of a fow bad placos scattered along tho different roads and 
which tho good name of our county domands should bo romilred without dolay, Ly 
koeping un the €o d vork thoy say that threo or four years will ne & mirked ime 
provonent in the ontire road system and in ton years tine ee will havo superior roads 
in all parts of the county over which tho people can travel and haul good loads in 
coufort and safoty and thit such a policy onco adopted and porvaded in, will im- 
prove tho roads until they Will compara favorably with ordiniry turnpikes eat Art 
that will fall equitably on’all our citizons without boine op-ressive or far 
densuro to any clasa, I like arvincie citizons interosted in tho ralfsuro of our 
county I havo ben obscurring Closoly the discussion of tho road cucstion. +hilo 
‘thora is no doubt that the bill on which we aro to vote is a cloar proposition to 
construct turnpikes yot noithor side sapere to voto on th> law as lsid down in 
the statuto. A turnpike road is a road on which turnpikos or toll gates are es- 
ulienedicy low and which aro man and kopt in reprir by toll collectod fron 
travelers or yansongers who use the rozd the road bill provides for constructing 
Maca danize roads with turnpixes toll gates or “tS, less than threo miles apirt 
which toll may bo collected and ig clearly a law for turnpike rowaa In discussins 
this measuro tho toll guto quostion W268 ignored or evadod but tha law on the statuto 
book noither ignores nor ovados it snd we must vote for tho law as wo find it, but 
{ts discussion shows an ontiro departuro from the lotter of tho law and the subdstie 
yates of on entiroly difforont law manufactured to suit tho views and mect th 
objections of tho large mass of votes who want improvod ronds ne “ro not turn=- re 
pikes but which are froa from toll and unobstruction by turnpikes or fates. I2TI v 
undoratand the construction of the law given by udvocatos of tho bill noithar sido 
is in favor of turnpikos. Tho lax provides for issuing bonds to rm for thirty =z 
yoars with interest coupons attached and I cannot understand how the court of 


County Commisaionors ean legally issio any otver kind of bond or ho- xo enn retira 


thirty yoar bonds in five, ton or fiftoen yoirs unlons it is done by piyins tho bond- 





re 


141 


holdors a heavy;rsmium that would come out of tho taxpayers, noither ts it Likdly 


aa - 


pie : » 
that the boudholors would mike any arrsngemont save ono th:t would cost us moze 


than t2.0 continyanoo of the intorwss to tho maturity of the bonds. It has boon 


ty 


Ostiactsed that fo pomnr ani onore fro not compollec to lovy thi 3 per cont for 
paying off tha rblic debt in 1439 and thus utilizing tho ier of the county 
for a sinkins fvd to moet our ponte thirty yoars hence. ff this lsW can be 
evadsd and io ce to be collectod what guarantee is there ror the payment cf 
he bonds excuptby enforced collection of the entire amount from our peoplicat 
tho oxpiration o the thirty yoars, With a plain proposition to voto for a 
straight out turpike bill ostablishing turnpiko roads vith provision for toll © 
gatos and to bo 34d for by issuing thirty yoars bonds all or nearly.oll of Aes 
advocates of theo1ll toll you SCE aro moroly voting to pay two hundred 
thousand doilers a bonds that can be supra an artis @iscrotion of the commisse 
toners court to luprove cent roads in tho county, nearly all leading into 
short turnpike rads bolonging to chartered corporations un which man horsc- 
back pays one cei per mile going and coming with an increase in population oa 
Vehicles. I cannt reconcile the bill as proscated in the discussion with tho 
law ia the atatuu book and would iy ee ploased to leara how vio ean voto for 
tho statute and ive it enforced according to tho construction of ivs advocites 
This is a porplexng question to a large numbor who sarnestly desire cood aC 
Bdsinized rozds wihout toll gates and unless thoy aro satisfied that this law 
Will accompolish his they will give no turnpikes tho benefit of tho doubt by 
voting against th law, Pmetainiic advocates of the tumpike pill ozo sure of 
much ability and ro co warmly intorestod in the success of the moasure that thoy 
have in their zou] lost sight of tho ey question presented, should I vote for 
the turnpike billI should vote for it as laid down in the law expocting it to bo 
carried out acoordng to 1ts lottor and ee ere of tho quostion on any cther 
baste can bo tis consistent as a vote in favor of the law ig a ratificatic= 


of its provision ss they stang in the statute. 
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